Outside Expectations

No matter what you want to do in your life, you will have to deal with expectations of others. Teachers, like future employers, will have certain expectations and demands of you. Teachers could approach a subject in a way that fits your style, doesn’t fit your style, or is in the middle somewhere. Figuring out what is expected of you by the teacher is key before you create your goals for a class.

Most teachers hand out a class syllabus that outlines the materials you will cover, how your grade will be determined, behaviors that are expected of you, and some information on how the class will be run. College professors usually give a more in depth syllabus that breaks the class down to what will happen each day, and what and when an assignment is due. Many employers give an employee handbook to express their expectations for you to follow. These written expectations are an important first step in determining your goals for that particular class. 

When you receive a syllabus, do not discard it. Place it in a notebook or folder so you can always look back at it. Another good suggestion is to write down major points and ideas you think will be tough. A syllabus is a good place to start because it can help you think about what will be happening during the class.

Another important step identifying what is expected of you is figuring out what kind of teacher you have. Teachers are different and may teach information in ways that is difficult for you to receive. Teachers also have different discipline strategies, classroom environments, and grading practices. It is up to you to ask questions at the very beginning of class to determine the answers to these issues. Be active at the beginning of class. The first few days are not just for teachers to tell you how it will be. It is your right to identify what is expected of you so that you can begin to adjust. 
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