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Informative Writing
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You will be writing an essay in an informative style—meaning, you are going to be conveying information to the reader, your audience.  Below are three prompts.  You are to select one of the three to write a five paragraph essay on.

1. [TRADITION] Explain a tradition to someone who is not familiar with the custom. It can be a tradition for your family, within your community, related to your religious beliefs, or practiced by members of a club that you belong to. Imagine that someone is coming to visit an event where the tradition will be prominent or that someone is joining in and will become part of the tradition. Your job is to introduce them to the tradition so that they know what happens and why it is important. Include details on what happens, when it happens, why it happens, and so forth. Give the reader of your message everything he or she will need to participate or understand your tradition. 

2. [INFLUENTIAL] Write an essay about the object in the school that has influenced you in an important way this year. You may write about something you own or use on a regular basis (a book, a picture in your locker, or a gym uniform) or an object that you only interact with occasionally (the big dictionary in the library). The object that you choose should be one that you could hold: choose a book in the library rather than the whole library, for instance. Explain specific ways that this object has influenced you. Support your ideas with examples and details. 

3. [BIGGEST MYTH] What is the biggest myth about 9th grade? Perhaps you would like to explain the biggest falsehood you were told when you were an 8th grader.  Be sure that you describe what you heard before you came to SHS then reveal the truth about the situation. Add details that suggest why the myth has developed if appropriate--why do you think the myth developed? Your goal is to create a myth-busting resource for students who will be in your position in next year.
Before you begin, we will be discussing strategies to get you started as well as what is expected in the final draft.  You may write the requirements for this paper on the reverse; you will also be receiving another paper momentarily to lead us into today’s discussion (which connects to this paper and its requirements).

