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How to Write An Effective Essay

(Focusing on a Text)

Ok, here it is folks…this is what we expect to see any time you turn in an essay in this class.

You should follow the five paragraph format.  Does that mean that every essay you do NEEDS to be five paragraphs?  No!  You need to have the following components though:

· Introduction

· Body Paragraph(s)

· Conclusion

Let’s look a bit more closely at what should be in each of these sections.

1. Introduction

a. In your introduction you should give some background information so that the reader has some context as to what you are going to write about.  

i. This is a good place to name the title of the book (underlined or italicized), the author, and a bit about the plot—remember what we said about pretending the reader knows nothing about the topic/text, give LOTS of details.

b. You also need a clear thesis.

i. The thesis tells the reader what you will be discussing, and in what order you will be discussing it!  

1. Meaning, if you have three things in your thesis that you will be talking about, you need to follow the same order they are in when you get to the body of your paper.  Points A, B, and C should not read C, A, then B in the body paragraphs.

ii. The formula for creating a thesis is as follows:

A Specific Subject

+ A Specific Condition, Feeling, or Stand

= An effective Thesis Statement

Example:
Young children exposed to low levels of lead

(Specific Subject)

may face health problems later in life.

(Specific Condition)

2. Body Paragraph(s)

a. Following the same order of points from your thesis, you need to state your points, give specific evidence to back it up, and then connect the evidence back to the thesis.

i. To do this:

1. State your point

2. Find a specific piece of evidence from research, your text, or another source that you can refer to—this is a great place for a quote.

3. Connect it back to the thesis

a. You can do this by asking yourself “why is this example important?”  In answering that question you inherently tie it back into your thesis.

b. Be sure to cover all of the points in your thesis

c. Be sure to give specific examples that support your point

d. This is the main/largest part of your paper.  The stronger your writing is here the better the overall paper will be.  

i. To have a strong paper you need to include as many specific examples as you can that you then tie back into the thesis.

e. Don’t forget to give some context to the examples.  Remember, your reader may not know as much about the topic as you do so you will need to give them a bit of “extra” information.

i. For example:  if you are discussing a text you should give some of the plot points and character information pertaining to the example you are using.

3. Conclusion

a. In your conclusion you need to restate your thesis—do not just copy and paste the same sentence!!

b. You are summing up your main points and tying everything back into the main idea/thesis of your paper

c. NEVER give new information in the conclusion

d. Avoid the phrase “in conclusion”

**Remember to avoid first (I) and second (you) person in formal essays!**
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