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Focusing A Topic For Research

Broad topic or essential question to research:
Before you begin your research, brainstorm and list:

Keywords:

Related words, names, places:

Subtopics:

Questions:

Database Strategies:  List the search engines, subject directories, databases, and types of print resources you plan to search.

After Searching: List the three most promising sources you found and the engine or database that led you to each.

1.

2.

3.

After Initial Research: Frame a thoughtful question or preliminary thesis statement that you now feel is interesting or worthy of researching.  Be careful to avoid a “so what” question or thesis.

Reflect: How did the search go?  Which sources appear to be the most useful?  Do you need to further refine this topic before deciding on a preliminary thesis or question to drive your research?

