Double-Entry Journal
The double-entry journal is a place where you can converse with yourself about the reading you are doing in order to develop valuable ideas from your own mind.  This particular kind of journal provides you with the opportunity to pursue certain lines, passages or concepts in depth in a conversational manner.  There are many difference directions your “text and response” might take.  It might look at particular lines, ask questions, make generalizations, investigate a character, draw comparisons, or make personal connections.  Some, but certainly not all, possible approaches are listed below.  The only set rule in using the double-entry journal is to take the time to reflect and to respond fully.

MY NOTES

1) Brief summaries

2) Actual examples of the writer’s style

3) Questions

4) Interesting words or phrases; key words, phrases, terms

5) Unfamiliar words, phrases or terms

6) Brief, direct quotes or descriptions of appealing or critical passages

7) Brief, direct quotes or descriptions of confusing passages

8) Descriptions of places

9) Key names to remember and why

MY REACTIONS

1) Your comments on the events – whether they are realistic, unpredictable, etc.

2) Your thoughts on the use of specific techniques – dictions, sentence structure, use of imagery, etc.

3) Reasonable, possibly hypothetical answers

4) An explanation of why they appeal to you

5) An explanation after checking them

6) A brief recollection; maybe an analysis resulting from your exposure to these words

7) An attempt to understand and/or clarify

8) A brief, personal note on a place you know or have known that this reminds you of

9) Thoughts on the character or author.

