ARTICLES – a and an with singular nouns
The a sentences below are wrong and the b sentences are correct.  The rules tell you why.  Refer to the rule numbers.

CHECKLIST:











RULE NUMBERS

	1a  My sister goes to an college.
	x
	

	1b  My sister goes to a college.
	· 
	1

	2a  Mrs Wong ate a egg.
	x
	

	2b  Mrs Wong ate an egg.
	· 
	2

	3a  My uncle is lecturer.
	x
	

	3b  My uncle is a lecturer.
	· 
	3


THE GOLDEN RULES:

1.  We use a with singular nouns which begin with consonant sounds.

(Consonants: b, c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, q, r, s, t, v, w, x, y, z)

EXAMPLES:  a book


a man



   a horse


a uniform (sounds like ‘yu-niform’)

2.  We use an with singular nouns which begin with vowel sounds.

(Vowels: a, e, i, o, u)

EXAMPLES:  an aeroplane

an hour (sounds like ‘-our’)



   an exercise

an x-ray (sounds like ‘ex-ray’)

3.  We use a or an when we speak of someone or something for the first time.

EXAMPLES: An artist works with brushes and paints.



  A monkey came into my house.

	REMEMBER!

· The words a, an and the are called articles.

· A noun is the name of a person, an animal, a plant, a place or a thing.
EXAMPLES: boy      tiger    tree    village   chair

Words beginning with consonant letters do not always begin with consonant sounds.  In the same way words beginning with vowel letters may not begin with vowel sounds.

EXAMPLES:  an honour (sounds like ‘-onour’)

                    a Eurasian (sounds like ‘yu-rasian’)

Take note of the sound at the beginning of a word when deciding to use the article a or an.     


