English Comp. III

02/04/02


Questions re: MLA-style documentation:

· How do you use notes from lectures?


Be sure to include the name of the individual, the lecture date, the event and/or class name

· Is this correct?

    Author, Ambrose Bierce, uses several literary devices in his short story, “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”,      

    to demonstrate the point that it pays to be cautious.

Yes, this is correct.  It is not necessary to name the reference here.

· Are editors and compilers the same?

No.  They are not quite the same.

· When do you have to cite the edition.


If the book is ANYTHING other than the first edition, you are supposed to cite the edition number.  Be 

SURE to do this.

· The sample in our book is wrong because it does not cite the edition.  Will you take points off for that since you 

     told us to copy it right out of the book?

No, I will not take points off for that this time.

Research Paper

Choose any write whose work we’ve read.  Research the writer’s life.  Respond to this one question:

How did political, social, and/or cultural environment affect their writing?

It will need to be 500-600 words.  Only one source will be required.

Be careful!  This is NOT a biography of that author.  People who have done poorly on this assignment have done so because they tried to write a biography about that author.

Poetry

p. 1051

What is poetry?  What makes something poetry?

She likes the definition in the book on p. 1051

Poetry has to do with trying to express something that’s very strongly felt in as few words as possible (although there ARE some epic poems).  Economy of words is pretty important in poetry.

Another point she likes …


Poets share an imaginative view of words.

They have a belief in the power of words.

p. 1052 – last couple of lines

Poetry combines … and, above all, words.

Her favorite definition of poetry.

Images – major tool of poet

Rhythm

Structural form

Actual words themselves

The better the writer is, the harder it is for us to “nail” the reason it makes us feel the way that it does.

Some poets don’t want you to break their work into pieces.  They want you to only take it as a whole.

Everyone will  have different responses.

Poetry often contains comparisons using metaphors and similes.

There are a lot of comparisons in poetry – often metaphors.

You’ll also find a lot of symbols.

There are three types of poetry (bottom of p. 1053):

Lyric

Dramatic

Narrative

There is some cross-over in almost all poems.

As you read a poem, try to identify whether it is primarily lyric, primarily dramatic, or primarily narrative.

A primary element in poetry is meter (p. 1054)

Rhythm = meter + rhyme + pause (very important)

Sounds of poetry

1056 – sounds of poetry

alliteration

Repetition

Onomatopoeia

All of these sounds are meant to draw attention to a certain idea.

p. 159 – The Father Poem 2

in-class assignment

Read this poem.  Think about how it makes you feel?

What is your reaction?

Think about why the poem is called this.

Makes me feel sad, angry, and depressed.  I do not like, or understand, this father.

2 parts to this man – the worker and the father

dramatic/narrative/lyric

bitter man

Any particular image really get to you?

Paradox in this poem

Alive, but not living

Dead, but not gone

Contains examples of repetition

Alliteration – line 180

30-35 a lot of B’s

great example

makes picture much more vivid

repitition

swallowing pills …

swallowing pills …

needed pills just to function

my father, my father, my father

line 45 and next stanza

white circles

p. 716 – Jorge

irony – church

p. 420 – Faithful Wife

Homework

Read …

p. 707 – On the Subway

p. 421 – Genesis

p. 422 – Afterbirth

p. 569 – The Man He Killed

Note your responses.

Note images that really affect you.

Bring a poem that you like (or song lyrics)

Read to each other

Be prepared to tell why you like it

Terms (12)

Speaker – voice that communicates.  Similar to narrator in a story.  NOT the same as the author.  Don’t draw conclusions about poets’ beliefs or experiences based on what speaker says.

Images – (see bottom of p. 1052).  Images make us feel emotion.

Personification (p. 1053 – about halfway down).  Human characteristics given to a non-human object.

Paradox – appears to be opposite

Poets like to play with words.  A paradox is evidence of that.

Lyric poetry – shares deepest thoughts

Dramatic poetry – implies an audience.  Often includes a dialog.  Often the speaker in the poem is directly addressing someone.

Narrative poetry – a poem that tells a story.

Meter – a pattern of syllables.  That pattern is the “meter” of the poem.

Free verse – a kind of poetry.  It’s kind of contemporary.  It doesn’t follow a fixed pattern, however it is still undeniably poetry.

Alliteration – repeating the same letter at the beginning of several words.

Repetition – repeating anything

Onomatopoeia – when a word sounds like the sound that word really represents
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