English Comp. III
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Narrators

Think of a narrator as a device (not a person).  The narrator is the device the author creates to tell the story.

Narrator is the one who tells the story.

Don’t get the narrator confused with the author!
First person – somebody who’s also a character and uses words like “I”, “our”, “me”, and “my”.

Third person limited – stays with one character throughout the entire story.  The reader only knows what that one character knows.

Third person omniscient – narrator who can travel to different locations throughout the story.  All-knowing.  May tell you what’s going on in several characters’ minds.

First person and/or third person limited could be unreliable.

One psychological effect of using a first person narrator is to collapse the emotional gap.

One effect of switching from 3rd person to 1st person is to collapse the psychological gap.  This gives the story more impact.

This method is NOT recommended!  It is considered to be a “beginner’s mistake”.  It is a “clear violation of writing rules”.  When you encounter “clear violation[s] of writing rules”, ask yourself why the author did this.  A lot of times this will help you to identify a theme.

Setting

The setting can include any of the following:  time, place, cultural context, social order, common beliefs, common attitudes, what the society values.

Terms (10)

Foreshadowing – early clues about what’s going to happen later on.  Sometimes foreshadowing is a bit more obvious than other times.  A great deal of emphasis on ANYTHING could be a clue about something that will happen later on in the story.

Setting - can include any of the following:  time, place, cultural context, social order, common beliefs, common attitudes, what the society values.

Narrator – the one who tells the story (not to be confused with the author who WROTE the story).

Omniscient narrator - narrator who can travel to different locations throughout the story.  All-knowing.  May tell you what’s going on in several characters’ minds.

Unreliable narrator – a narrator who gives the reader false information – either on purpose … or because the narrator is not omniscient and does not have accurate access to all of the facts.

First person narrator – narrator who’s also a character in the story and uses words like “I”, “our”, “me”, and “my”.

Point-of-view - the perspective from which actions and characters in a story are described for the reader (e.g.: first person, third person, etc.)

Irony – when something is different than it would seem to be, that is irony.  A discrepancy.  In many cases, the character’s expectations are met but not in the way they had anticipated.

Symbol – represents something other than what it is.

Metaphor – an implied comparison as in this example:  “Your eyes are stars”.  It is NOT a metaphor if words such as “like” or “as” are used.
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