
A Message to the Nation in Time of War 
 
The sudden criminal attacks perpetrated by the Japanese in the Pacific provide the 
climax of a decade of international immorality. 

Powerful and resourceful gangsters have banded together to make war upon the 
whole human race. Their challenge has now been flung at the United States of 
America. The Japanese have treacherously violated the longstanding peace between 
us. Many American soldiers and sailors have been killed by enemy action. American 
ships have been sunk, American airplanes have been destroyed. 

The Congress and the people of the United States have accepted that challenge. 
Together with other free peoples, we are now fighting to maintain our right to live 

among our world neighbours in freedom and in common decency, without fear of 
assault… 

I can say with utmost confidence that no Americans today or a thousand years 
hence, need feel anything but pride in our patience and our efforts through all the 
years toward achieving a peace in the Pacific which would be fair and honourable to 
every nation, large or small. And no honest person, today or a thousand years hence, 
will be able to suppress a sense of indignation and horror at the treachery committed 
by the military dictators of Japan, under the very shadow of the flag of peace borne 
by their special envoys in our midst… 

The lives of our soldiers and sailors -  the whole future of this nation - depend upon 
the manner in which each and every one of us fulfils his obligation to our country… 

On the road ahead there lies hard work - gruelling work - day and night, every hour 
and every minute. 

I was about to add that ahead there lies sacrifice for all of us. But it is not correct to 
use that word. The United States does not consider it a sacrifice to do all one can, to 
give one‘s best to our nation, when the nation is fighting for its existence and its future 
life. 

lt is not a sacrifice for any man, old or young, to be in the Army or the Navy of the 
United States. Rather is it a privilege. lt is not a sacrifice for the industrialist or the 
wage-earner, the farmer or the shopkeeper, the trainman or the doctor, to pay more 
taxes, to buy more bonds, to forego extra profits, to work longer or harder at the task 
for which he is best fitted. Rather is it a privilege… 

In these past few years - and, most violently, in the past three days - we have 
learned a terrible lesson. 

lt is our obligation to our dead - it is our sacred obligation to their children and our 
children - that we must never forget what we have learned. 

And what we have learned is this: 
There is no such thing as security for any nation - or any individual - in a world ruled 

by the principles of gangsterism. 
There is no such thing as impregnable defense against powerful aggressors who 

sneak up in the dark and strike without warning. 
We may acknowledge that our enemies have performed a brilliant feat of deception, 

perfectly timed and executed with great skill. lt was a thoroughly dishonorable deed, 
but we must face the fact that modern warfare as conducted in the Nazi manner is a 
dirty business. We don‘t like it - we didn‘t want to get in it - but we are in it and we‘re 
going to fight it with everything we‘ve got. 

I do not think any American has any doubt of our ability to administer proper 
punishment to the perpetrators of these crimes… 

The true goal we seek is far above and beyond the ugly field of battle. When we 
resort to force, as now we must, we are determined that this force shall be directed 
toward ultimate good as well as against immediate evil. We Americans are not 
destroyers - we are builders. 

We are now in the midst of a war, not for conquest, not for vengeance, but for a 
world in which this nation, and all that this nation represents, will be safe for our 
children. 

We are going to win the war and we are going to win the peace that follows. 
And in the difficult hours of this day — and through dark days that may be yet to 

come — we will know that the vast majority of the members of the human race are on 



our side. Many of them are fighting with us. All of them are praying for us. For, in 
representing our cause, we represent theirs as well - our hope and their hope for 
liberty under God. 
 
From “Broadcast to the Nation on the War with Japan“ by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, White House news release, December 9, 1941 

 
 


