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Synopsis

At the cross-roads called Yugantar

Yugantar means a Paradigm shift across the the whole world. While tracing the history from our Ancient Literature we find that while for an individual, his/her Activities shift from one Ashram to other, but the societal importance has shifted from one Varna to other. 

What is the reason behind the paradigm shift and how does it happen smoothly?

In earliest days called Satyayug, Knowledge had to be gathered and spread. What values were needed that could facilitate such a spread?When it was spread enough among the scholars, it also led to applications whereby it went to the hands of common household practitioner. This further led to creation of Art and Property, and their Protection became important. As it became much more of applied knowledge, Commerce became important. And eventually the service sector will become prime. These are signified through the Varnashram. In Geeta, it is claimed that 4 Varnas are created based on GUNA and KARMA not birth; but this concept seems to have remained utopia. The caste system became dependent on Birth as earlier it was the best way to sread Applied Knowledge. Later it got rifed with descrimination. 

What kind of knowledge was obtained by our forefathers throughout past several millenia? What proficiencies? How the Quest of “What after death” has taken us to a different heights in our achievements? 

The supremacy of each of 4 varnas by turn in each emerging YUG of Saya, Treta, Dwapar and Kali is a natural process. But what are the preconditions of a major paradigm shift that signifies a complete transition – the Yugantar? They are, to my mind, Research and HRD, Research has enabled mankind to explore new horizons. But its assimilation and application requires MAN to develop. New values, new attitudes, new skills need to be inculcated. What values did we persue in past and have they been replaced by new set of values – more needed to cope up with new realities? What were they and through which process? If any Yugantar has to be brought NOW do we have a methodology? What develoments in MAN will lead to a smooth paradigm shift or make a Yugantar occur? 

