A&F

by:  Aaron Boice


The corporation of A&F was founded in 1892 by a man named David T. Abercrombie.  It was a “a small waterfront shop and factory in downtown New York City,” according to the company’s website.  How quaint.  Good old Dave had one aim for his company: to supply the demands of professional outdoorsmen.  In big bold print the website states, “It was his love of the great outdoors that inspired him to begin Abercrombie.”  I have no problem with that.  Being a fellow nature enthusiast, I fully approve of expedition outfitters such as Big D.T.A., and modern day stores like REI and Dom’s.  It is stated that A&F catered to hunters, fishers, explorers, and trappers, with respective gear for each.  

“Abercrombie & Fitch had become the largest sporting goods store in the world, as well as the most impressive. A log cabin was built on the roof, which Fitch used as a townhouse. Next to it he had a casting pool installed, where serious fishermen could sample the store's impressive collection of rods and flies. In the basement, an armored rifle range was set up. There was also a golf school, a floor dedicated solely to completely set-up camps, and a dog and cat kennel. In addition to the more standard types of outdoor goods, A&F had a selection of exotic sporting equipment that would make the imagination reel: hot air balloons, yachting pennants, portable trampolines, treadmills for exercising dogs, throwing knives, shirts of chainmail, leopard collars, and everything a person could possibly need for falconry.”

That sounds like a kick ass store to me!  Guns, camping supplies, fishing equipment, knives, and other outdoor necessities.  I can picture spending hours in that type of establishment, just like I do now in the aforementioned retailers.  They sold chainmail for god’s sake.  According to Mr. Hight, the only retailer of this bitchin-stylee material is the Renaissance Pleasure Faire.  In reality, I enjoy going in to my local A&F store about as much as I love spending a Saturday night with my grandparents.  A&F had a great foundation, but went bad, and for what reason, I know not what.  


The essence of the AF stores now to set fashion trends for the privileged youth of America.  I consider myself as a privileged youth of my country.  Yet if I were to try to amass a wardrobe of AF clothing and accessories, I don’t think I would be doing much else with my money.  Sure, it is cool to look good, I have no problem with that.  In fact, I really don’t have too much a problem with the fashion styles of AF.  I kinda like the prep look on some occasions, though I’m not claiming to pull it off well.  Yet it is not necessary to sacrifice all of ones spending money in order to wear the hottest new line from AF.  Check out this sweater from AF.  The “Mountain Climbing Sweater” retails for [image: image1.png]


a mere $79.50, oh wait scratch that, its on sale, $69.50.  Well, if I were a mountain climber, I may spend about that much on thermal gear for the chilly cliff faces I might venture onto.  Yet any serious mountain climber would never opt for such gear.  Granted, it has a nice wool content at 80%, but I am certain the durability and overall performance of this garment would not stand up to the performance of a similarly priced item on sale at countless outdoor outfitters scattered around the area.  Heck, those grandparents that I love so dearly could knit me one of these babies, and then I’d not only have a cute sweater for all the girls to admire, but a cute story to go with it, that would be sure to melt their hearts.  There are countless other items that are insanely overpriced and their supposed purpose is quite humorous.  When you exercise, what do you wear?  I am often found in a junk T-shirt such as a freebie volunteer shirt, or maybe a plain white undershirt.  Yet AF has several “athletic gym shirts” in their line priced between $15 and $19 dollars.  They have block A’s and F’s on them in navy blues and grays.  Preposterous.  The clinchers are the jeans that are all upwards of $50, and quite often above $70.  I know, this has become common in other stores as well, but I do not stand for it.  Sure, you can get them on clearance, but a pair of regular jeans should not cost more than a day of fun at a theme park.  That not only includes admission, but food and parking as well.  
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Of course I cannot leave out the easily distinguishable AF advertisements.  Be they television, magazine, or even the outside of their bags, the disgust me.  The pretty boy jocks and leggy babes, which are so often riding on their backs, are of course awesome specimens of the human species.  Awesome yes, yet altogether contributing to the unrealistic portrayal of society by fashion companies.  There is nothing wrong with pretty people.  Heck, I like looking at pretty people, especially the female variety.  It is not hard to understand why a company would employ such sultry models in the advertisements of their garments.  Sex sells like a champ, and it is inarguable that AF uses it.    Whether it be the allure to the model, or the allure towards looking like the model, it works.   Check out this fictitious loving couple portrayed in an AF ad.  Two beautiful people, who obviously love each other.  What will happen in this situation soon?  I would say the guy’s jacket and boxers (who wears a jacket and boxers anyway?) are probably coming off, as well as the woman’s attire, as they settle down for some hot lovemaking.  Granted, it is possible they are just finished, but either way, I am betting my money that if this situation were real, lovemaking would happen very near the time the snapshot was taken.  The spokesman of AF have changed remarkable since its creation.  “The clerks hired at A&F were not professional salesmen, but true rugged outdoorsmen.”  The new spokespeople are not professional salesmen, but professional sex icons.  


On a quick final note, AF always stresses that they have been around since 1892.  I have only been around since 1984, so I guess I am not a great authority on this aspect, but I have only recently noticed AF around.  Just recently as in the past five or six years.  Maybe they took awhile to get across the country as they started in NY.  This is a weak point, but still, I don’t like the claim of over a hundred years of business.  I especially don’t like it since the products the store carries differ so vastly from the original products offered by David Abercrombie as well as his associate Ezra Fitch.  Thus ends this installment against the establishment of Abercrombie and Fitch.  All material is taken from the AF website  www.abercrombie.com.  Visit it for a waste of time.  Then go shop somewhere else please.  Then donate the 30 cents on the dollar you save to some charity, and not only look as good as you would through AF, but feel a whole lot better about yourself.  
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