Chivalry!


By Endre Branstad





Chivalry is a lost art form.  It is typically defined by the holding open of doors, by a man for a woman, and other such gentlemanly acts.  Where has this gone in our society today?  Why have the laws of decency gone?  My theory, is that Haley Joel Osmet has robbed us of the last bit of courtesy and goodness left in this world.  This theory needs some work, but I am working on that..
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But seriously folks, Chivalry.  Did chivalry leave with women’s lib?  I don’t think its so wrong to hold open up doors, or to pay for meals.  And honestly, most women I know do appreciate that kind of thing.  So why don’t we see it in more substantial amounts?


Tell me the last time you saw some guy laying down his coat across a puddle for his lady friend to walk across.  Personally, I have never seen such an act in my life.  But why?  That’s a nice gesture, isn’t it?


Chivalry originated in medieval times, as a social code to fit the new socio-economic societies formed.  The rules of chivalry are often attached to knights, but most medieval peoples followed the rules.  There are 10 rules of chivalry, none of which apply to women or the treatment of.  However, throughout the years, chivalry has become a word most used to describe the act of being polite and gentlemanly towards females.  This is sexist, but does that mean its bad?  No one is saying men are superior to women; if anything, they are inferior to women and therefore must go out of their way to please them.  


Fast forward to the 1800s, with chivalry at its peak.  Anywhere you go, you can see graciousness and politeness unmatched by today’s gentleman.  How and maybe more importantly, why did we stop caring about being nice?


The problem: Chivalry is dead.  People are bitter, angry and resentful constantly; women are taken advantage of; men grow fat and lazy and WONDER why they cant find a woman; all because chivalry has been lost in our world.  Here is a diagram.Take our freind, Tom and Shirley here...
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So you see, this everyday occurrence is just one example of how Chivalry is ignored every day.  Tom was excpected to be a gentleman and open the door for his date, but he didn’t.  AND he didnt even apologize!  What a jerk!


This situation can be easily avoided, just by the guy opening the door for the girl.  Its very simple.  So simple in fact that it hurts me to see it ignored like a bad habit.


The Solution:  Be the nicest you can to anyone and everyone you meet or know or don’t know for that matter.  I know that if everyone is extra gracious all the time, that the world will be much happier and everyone will live a much better life.


NOW, I am not saying that I am a perfect gentleman... far from it.  I have lapsed in the ways of chivalry many a time, but at least I know my faults and I am willing to learn.  


So in conclusion, I would like to plead with everyone reading this; just be nicer to everyone than you have been.  Take a few seconds to consider the feelings of others, a
