Planet Eros

“Ender hated Eros from the moment he shuttled down from the tug.  He had been uncomfortable enough on Earth, where the floors were flat; Eros was hopeless.  It was a roughly spindle-shaped rock only six and a half kilometers thick at its narrowest point…It did not help that gravity was only half of Earth-normal—the illusion of being on the verge of falling was almost complete” (Card 257).
During the First Invasion, Planet Eros served as an advance bugger installation.  The planet is “blacked-out,” as a result of the Buggers also the reason that attracted humans to this planet.  The terrain philosophers viewed the planet’s escalation of darkness until it eventually disappeared from sight.  The Interplanetary Fleet destroyed resident buggers and secured the planet, which contained a plethora of Bugger technology.  The concept of gravity manipulation and the positive utilization of stellar energy were made possible on Eros.  The technology of the Philotic Parallax Instantaneous Communicator, commonly named the Ansible, was also discovered on Eros. The philotic communicator forms its common name, Ansible, from novels written by Usula K. LeGuin in the late 20th century.  The Ansible could transmit a transgalactic message without the lapse of time, essentially creating instantaneous communication.  Ender utilizes this technology for military purposes during the Third Invasion, where Eros is also used as a military installation because of its visibility characteristic.  During the preparation for the Third Invasion, the Interplanetary Fleet secured the premises by requiring civilians to remain in quarantine on the planet indefinitely. 

