Games

“Some of the games they knew; some they had even played at home.  Simple ones and hard ones.  Ender walked past the two-dimensional games on video and began to study the games the bigger boys played, the holographic games with objects hovering in the air. He was the only Launchy in that part of the room,” (Card 45).

Games are apparent in all levels of Ender’s Game and in relation to the protagonist.  Ender remains victorious throughout the novel, winning every game he encounters with the exception of his brother.  The entire plot of the novel essentially concludes to a big game, at which Ender exists at the center.  Ender plays a game early on in the novel, exhibiting the overall importance and relativity to his games.  He plays “Buggers and Astronauts” (10) with his menacing brother Peter, serving for an outlet of Peter’s hatred for his little brother.  The games continue with a regular constancy during his time at the Battle School.  The games contain military themes to prepare him for his battle with the Buggers.  Ender also indulges himself in the mind game, which deeply affects his psyche.  In this game, Ender struggles with his isolation and alienation from home and components at the Battle School.  It is also through the mind game, that Ender later discovers, that the Buggers communicate with him, for the Buggers have a silent mental communication system.  The students at the Battle School revolve their lives around the games in the battle rooms, as it s the simulation of an environment of war, their primary reason at the school.  The synthetic aspects of the game and reality begin to blur for Ender, as he experiences health disorders unable to sleep or eat resulting from the stress of being a leader.  In the Third Invasion, Ender unknowingly plays the greatest game of all, the battle between Buggers and humans.  His ignorance to the matter remains crucial to his ability to commit the ultimate action of genocide, the devastation and elimination of an entire race.  However, Ender discovers one larvae of the queen Bugger, and he takes on the responsibility of creating an entire civilization with the support of his beloved sister, Valentine.  Ender’s Game revolves around the significance of games, as they crucially become apart of reality in Ender’s mind.  

