Animal Circuses in Nottingham:

Time to stop the cruelty!
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· The majority of the British public believe animal circuses to be cruel and outdated. 

· Undercover investigations and testimonies from animal advocates, audience members and former circus employees show this to be the case. 

· Local authorities in Nottingham, Broxtowe and Mansfield have banned animal circuses from performing on their land.

· Despite this, private companies in the area are still allowing animal circuses – including those whose cruelty has been heavily documented – the use of their premises.

· Nottingham Animal Rights and End Circus Cruelty believe this to be unacceptable given the evidence of animal cruelty, and ask that these businesses show compassion and change their policies.

The “Great” British Circus

· The Great British Circus was previously called Circus Harlequin: physical and verbal abuse of animals was found by an undercover investigator to be standard practice during the 1997 summer season. In one incident an injured lioness was kept hidden during a visit from the RSPCA. A vet had not been called. The name of the circus may have changed: the people haven’t!

· A year after the report was published the owner, Martin Lacey, admitted on TV to having shot his bears, making clear that circuses kill surplus animals.

· The only ‘great’ thing about the Great British Circus is the lengths they go to in order to convince the public that they are kind to animals. They claim, for instance, to train their animals in the ring as part of the show, ‘which should put a stop to any suggestions of circus cruelty.’ What the public see, however, is not training but a rehearsal of an act for which the animal is already – in circus slang – ‘broken’. The cruelty behind the scenes has been exposed on multiple occasions.
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Tiger with the Great British Circus (courtesy CAPS)
· While in Nottingham, the Great British Circus performs at the Japanese Water Gardens near Toton. Last year this was the first stop on their tour. 

· Please contact the management at

Japanese Water Gardens, 
251 Toton Lane, 
Stapleford,
 Nottingham NG9 7JA 
Tel: 0115 939 7926 
Fax: 0115 949 0451 
Email: mail@japanesewatergardens.com
and ask that they stop hosting animal circuses.

Bobby Robert’s “Super” Circus

· This circus has an appalling record on animal welfare:

· In 2001, a horse in the circus dropped dead in the ring: an audience member reports that the horse was doing a ‘dance’ when he fell to the floor.

· Witnesses claim that all the horses looked ‘distressed’: their hair was ‘matted’ and their ribs were showing.

· Two of the Roberts elephants have died in recent years: in 2002, Animal Defenders reported that the remaining elephant ‘lacks any enrichment such as bathing facilities… and is now isolated from her own species.’

· In 1990, an elephant named Maureen escaped from the circus after injuring her keeper. When recaptured, she subsequently disappeared. Her fate remains unknown.
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Elephant with Bobby Robert’s Super Circus (courtesy CAPS)
· Last time they visited Nottingham, this circus was hosted by Mansfield Town Football Club. Please contact the club and ask that animal circuses not be allowed to perform there again.
Mansfield Town F.C.

Field Mill Ground, 
Quarry Lane, 
Mansfield, 

Nottinghamshire NG18 5DA. 
Tel: 01623 482482

 Email: mtfc@stagshome.freeserve.co.uk
The tip of the iceberg…

These circuses are not the only ones in Britain to use animals. The majority of circuses tour the country. While this factsheet only deals with the situation in Nottingham, the problem is far more widespread. 

For more information see http://www.geocities.com/endcircuscruelty

It can’t continue

Brandon Speedway in Coventry recently stopped hosting animal circuses under pressure from a concerned public. The Hippodrome Circus in Great Yarmouth also dispensed with animal acts, after protesters informed circus-goers of the cruelty behind the scenes. Many landowners, including local authorities, are following this example: please help to ensure that Nottingham is a venue for cruelty-free circuses only.
What you can do

· Ask the Japanese Water Gardens, Mansfield Town F.C and other landowners to stop hosting animal circuses!

· Contact endcircuscruelty@yahoo.co.uk if you see a circus advertised in Nottingham. 

Campaign supported by:

Nottingham Animal Rights 

245 Gladstone Street, Nottingham NG7 6HX

Email nar@veggies.org.uk

www.veggies.org.uk/nar 

End Circus Cruelty

Email endcircuscruelty@yahoo.co.uk

www.geocities.com/endcircuscruelty

Captive Animals’ Protection Society
PO Box 573, Preston PR1 9WW

Email info@captiveanimals.org 
www.captiveanimals.org

Nottingham Animal Ethics

Email notts_animal_ethics@yahoo.com

www.su.nottingham.ac.uk/~animal/
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Information on circuses courtesy of CAPS and Animal Defenders (www.ad-international.org)
