AFGE NEWSLETTER / SEPTEMBER 2003

 Hello Everyone,

           Just a few quick lines to bring you all up to speed on some of the recent activities AFGE has been involved in:

On Wednesday evening, Joi, Joanne Wisnieski and myself attended the monthly meeting of the Finger Lakes Labor Council.  There was a very good turnout, of many labor unions, including several of the executive board members of the Rochester Labor Council.  Dan Verstreate, with several of the SEIU officers, also attended.  Dan & I each gave an update and additional information of the continuing happenings, and events of our current fight to keep this facility open and viable.  ALL of the labor unions, have been helping us out a great deal in writing letters and signing petitions.  SEIU reported they have collected over 60,000 signatures to date.  Quite a feat to be sure!!!  Although the hearing is scheduled for next Friday, 9/19/03, the letter writing and petition campaign MUST continue.  So PLEASE encourage your friends, neighbors, families and anyone else to write a letter.  Thanks to all of you who responded with info for AFGE’s testimony , I will be orally presenting in Syracuse at the hearing.  I know we will have many supporters there.  AFGE Local 400 @ Fort Drum will sending a couple busses of members to also show their support.  They have written letters, signed petitions, called upon their local Congressional staff to support the fight to keep the Canandaigua VA open.  After all, we take care of the veterans they are producing everyday.  I believe there is still seating available on the bus from SEIU.  Please call Dan is you want to go on the bus.  It is first come, first serve OR call the Canandaigua Chamber of Commerce for a seat to Syracuse on a bus.  The number is 394-4400.  Busses will be leaving from the Roseland Water Park @ 10:30a.m.

Allen Chopik is doing a terrific job in maintaining our Local 3306 website.  I encourage all of you to take the time to access the site, as it has a lot of information on it.  The website is available as an icon your PC’s.  Feel free to contact Allen for this availability.  

There will be another motorcycle run on Sunday September 14th, beginning in Spencerport and going to Charlotte Beach.   I believe it is scheduled to begin @ 1:00p.m.  

The Canandaigua Academy home football game vs. Wayne is Saturday 9/13, and is also a 1:00p.m. start.  The game will be dedicated to the VA and our veterans.  There have been arrangements made for veterans to go to the game, which is at Evans Field, right down the street, on Fort Hill Ave.  

Plans are in process for a Candlelight Service to be held here @ the VA on Saturday evening 9/20 @8:30p.m.  This will be in conjunction with the VA in Waco,Tx.  The local clergy has been notified to announce this at services.  People attending need to bring their own flashlight or candles to participate.  The plan is for all church bells to toll simultaneously during those services.  Please be supportive and try to attend. 

Joi and I did a live radio talk show yesterday morning, 9/11/03, on the Finger Lakes Radio Network.  It was a good experience.  We gave a lot of information about CARES and the VA in general in a very short span of time.  

We have been assigned a new National Representative by the Second District office.  He is name is Vincent Castellano.  He lives on the Jersey Shore, so for him to get here is quite a drive.  He will be on station for the week of September 29th thru October 3rd.   I have already notified the management, as per the contract. 

With the limited seating at the Marx Hotel, if you plan to attend the hearing, PLEASE bring, your own lawn chairs or stools, food and plenty of water.  The hearing goes from 1-4p.m.  We are going to be taking pictures, and put those on the website too.  The Finger Lakes Radio Network will be broadcasting the hearing LIVE on it’s stations.  There will also be many other media there, newspapers, TV. etc.  I have purchased buttons, that we will be distributing early next week.  I am urging everyone to wear their button on the 19th in solidarity and support of each other, our veterans, our Medical Center and communities. 

Let’s be good to one another, be strong together, talking and consoling one another in our most challenging moment, to ensure our continued success to care for our nations veterans.  

Thanks for your time and support.  You know where we are.

                                                                                              Colleen      

