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WARWICK EMPSON - ANTIPODEAN GENEALOGIST
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Don Empson writes: -

I first 'met' Warwick via Email several years ago. By comparing family trees we quickly discovered that we were third cousins. Our GGrandfathers had been brothers. Whilst my ancestors migrated to the United States from England his branch had gone first to New Zealand and later Australia. It is fair to say that without the Internet we would never have connected.

Once we had established out relationship, we were able, by pooling our knowledge to discover many fascinating facts about our respective families. Warwick came up with a series of letters between our GGrandfathers and I was able to clear up the mystery of our common GGGrandfather. Our correspondence began to include anecdotes of our present 

lives as well as snippets of genealogical information. Warwick told of his farm in rural Australia. We traded tales of home improvements, Warwick always seeming to be the most proficient or at least talking the best game.

But in the background of his correspondence the spectre of his prostrate cancer always lay. For a while it was in remission, then came periods of treatment in hospital. During the last year it was clear his illness was out of control. He began to loose interest in family history eventually moving to a hospice his computer abandoned.

On October 15th he died a peaceful death. Just this last week, I came across an old portrait in some family papers. It was unidentified but it had been taken in Geelong, Australia. I am sure it was one of Warwick's family and he would have been very excited to see it, but… Although we never met in person, I feel I knew him well and will miss his correspondence and his company.

Rebecca and - for the time being - Stephanie, can be contacted at <rsw68@eudoramail.com>

Dick Empson  writes: -

Early on in my family research I was excited to find information about Don's American researches on the internet. He immediately introduced me to his friend Warwick and the three of us began an extensive correspondence initially about family history, but later extending to our daily lives.

Warwick quickly established himself as a wise counsellor. He helped me on a wide range of projects from plumbing through tiling, to car repairs. He took no comfort in the incompetence I displayed but, it was always clear that were he in a position to do so, he would turn up and fix the brakes and un-block the pipes. He was that sort of a person. 

If you surf the internet as I do searching for Empsons it will not be long before Warwick's name leaps out from the monitor. He was a member of many discussion groups and message boards and with his eclectic interests, he was usually to be found helping others from his great knowledge of family history.

It is my greatest regret that I have thus far, been unable to help him (and Don) take their family origins back further than they have for themselves. It ought to be easy but, alas, it appears to be difficult. I have had to satisfy myself with providing them with arcane information about Empsons in general. Recently I came across a 'J' Empson who was responsible for a wide range of inventions including 'improved clasps and fastenings for corsets'. How Warwick would have enjoyed reading about that! I too miss his company.   

NEWS OF CLEMENT EMPSON AND HIS FAMILY

The last issue of this newsletter told part of the tragic story of Clement Empson who died aged 15 in a climbing accident. I promised more information about his remarkable family. Co-incidentally I was contacted by Judith Stichbury in New Zealand who saw a message on the Gloucestershire mailing list and wondered if I could help her find out about an ancestor whom she thought might have been called Clement. Needless to say since that time we have been swopping information about the family. Judith has now put me in touch with other family members in New Zealand notably Linda Minogue who has much information about Clement's Grandmother, Anna Delicia Hook who was married to the redoubtable Walter Farquhar Hook famous for his work in Leeds and later to become Dean of Chichester. 

Suzi Rae the Headmaster's Secretary at Winchester College (the school attended at the time of Clement's death) has also been working hard to uncover information about him and has located his memorial in the school cloisters. She has transcribed the inscription and kindly arranged for a translation. 

Clementis Empson

hujus Collegii olim Alumni Memoriae Sacrum

Natus Prid Cal : Nov : MDCCCLX : obiit a: d. vii Id Sept :

MDCCCLXXVI

Anno Aetatis suae XVI

Amicorum Deliciae, Parenti viduae carissimus,

ad Meliora subito Casu a Deo avocatus.

Beati Mundo Code, quoniam ipsi Deum videbunt

(Sacred to the memory of Clement Empson, a former pupil of this college, Born 30 October 1860, he died 7 September 1876, in the 16th year of his life. A delight to his friends, very dear to his widowed mother, he was called away by God to better things as a result of a sudden accident. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.)

As a result there is too much material (not least some photographs taken by Mrs Rae), for this edition and I will therefore make it a feature of the next. Winchester College has a marvellous website which allows you to take a virtual tour of the school. If you log onto this you can make your way to the cloisters where Clement's memorial is located. Unfortunately it is hidden by some scaffolding!
The website can be found at <http://www.ababa.org/cgi-bin/index-ext.pl> 

Judith can be contacted at <jaystich@clear.net.nz>

Linda can be contacted at <mminogue@xtra.co.nz>
WILLIAM PYNCHON OF SPRINGFIELD PLANTATION

Pauline Albers has been in touch regarding the family of Sir Richard Empson hoping, like so many of us! - to trace his ancestry further back.  Her connection is through John Pynchon who married Jane Empson, Sir Richard's eldest daughter in Writtle1 (east of present day Chelmsford, Essex), in 1558. John who died in 1573, was her first husband. She subsequently married Thomas Wilson, Secretary of State to Elizabeth I.
The Pynchon family were long established in England before the marriage to Jane. They are said to hail from Springfield, it is however Writtle which has survived as a separate community down the ages. William was born in 1590 and left for the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1630 first founding a new settlement at Roxbury but shortly after moving with a group of eight families to found a new settlement 'over against Agawam' in 1636. This was to be named Springfield and William became its influential leader.

The native Americans agreed to sell the land for the settlement for 18 fathoms2 of Wampum3, 18 coats, 18 hatchets and 18 knives. In return each settler received a ten acre house lot and, on the west side of the Connecticut river, a three acre planting lot. They navigated the river by birch canoe. William (who paid over half of the total cost of the land), received a house lot of 20 acres and half of the meadow on the 'left' bank. He also built and operated a flour mill.

William was a remarkable man, quickly learning the native dialect and establishing himself as a successful fur trader. At this time traders paid a tax of 12 pence per pound on beaver pelts. In 1632-34 the highest amount paid was 2 pounds four shillings except for William who paid no less than 20 pounds in tax. Such success led inevitably to jealousy and disputes notably with the Connecticut Colony and the Massachusetts Bay Colony each trying to outdo the other by establishing posts further and further up the river so as to be first in contact with traders. William and his colleagues prevailed in these disputes but, as we shall see, the resentment festered. 

Until 1644 religious meetings had been held at William's home but then a meeting house made of wood with stone cills and glass windows was constructed. Thomas Cooper being paid four score pounds (in money) to build it.  The community was deeply religious and attendance at the meeting the centre of their lives. There were few clocks or watches let alone bells, so meetings were summoned by beating a drum.

"It was agreed by the plantation with John Matthews to beat the drum for the meeting for a years space, at 10 of the clock on the lecture days and at 9 of the clock on the Lord's day in the forenoon, and he is to beat it from Mr Moxons to R. Stebbins house and the meeting is to begin within half an hour after, for which his pay he is to have 6 pence in wampum of every family in the town or a peck of Indian corn if they have not wampum."

Pynchon was not only a man of business but a magistrate and a scholarly man. In 1650 he completed a theological treatise entitled "The Meritorious Price of our Redemption, Justification, etc." In this he argued a point of doctrine which was opposed to the usual teachings. It was published in London but when it arrived in New England it created a fire-storm.

Pynchon was taken before the General Court to answer charges of heresy.  A day of fasting and humiliation was proclaimed to consider "how Satan had prevailed amongst them by drawing away some… to the profession and practise of straunge opinions". Pynchon amended some of his statements but was sent back to Springfield to consider his views "in a hopeful way", and to make a full retraction. Meanwhile the book was burnt and thereby William achieved the dubious distinction of being the first author to be banned in the Colony.

William obviously took a pragmatic view of his future quietly giving all his lands and buildings in Springfield to his son John and leaving with his wife to return to England in 1652. Ironically somebody who left to found a new colony on the basis of religious freedom returned because of the very intolerance he had thought to have left behind. He spent the remaining ten years of his life quietly pursuing his interest in theological questions.

Pauline has amassed a wonderful collection of information on the Pynchon family and can be contacted on <paulinealbers@msn.com> 

1  Writtle has a fascinating website and a history of non-conformity. Try www.writtlevillage.co.uk. Robert the Bruce is just one of the people said to have connections with the village.

2  A Fathom equals 6 feet (1.8m). 
3  Wampum is money used by North American Indians made of cylindrical shells strung or woven together, especially white shells rather than the more valuable black or purple ones. Also called peag or peage.

TWO LOST BOYS AND THEIR SISTER: RECONSTRUCTING A FAMILY 

For some time a group of us have been working to trace the origins of two little orphans who emigrated to Canada. The family story is that their parents had been circus or music-hall performers who had been tragically killed in an hotel fire. It is even claimed that one or other of the boys was once bounced upon Queen Victoria's knee. Such an intriguing story deserved to be followed up but in the knowledge of course, that such legends are common to family history and often prove to contain only a grain of truth. The search has taken longer than it should perhaps, but the pitfalls encountered along the way serve to illustrate the dangers in accepting at face-value what appears in written records.

What is known is that two brothers, George and John Empson, had arrived from England in Canada in 1888. They were fostered with separate families. Both became farmers, got on well, married and raised their own families. George remained in Canada but Robert eventually moved off to America. In Canada, Lyle Empson and his sister Judy, along with her partner Yves Labelle were keen to find out what they could about their grandfather's English origins. Between them they contacted many agencies and libraries in the U.K. They had questioned message boards and searched shipping registers. They had got as far as they could given the vagueness of the information they had had to work with.  

When I was contacted my first step was to see if, from the St Catherine's Index1, two deaths of persons were recorded at about the same place and time. This might suggest there was something in the story of the hotel fire and could led in turn to newspaper articles and a location from which to start a local search. This drew a blank. 

The next step was to look at the 1881 census returns to see if the family could be located. As we had the names of two children it was relatively easy to identify a family living at 28 North Durham Street, Bishopwearmouth, in County Durham as the most likely candidate. The record showed:-

Charles Empson
Head
General Labourer 
Married
43
Waddingham, Lincoln 

Julia Empson
Wife


Married
36
Newhant, Gloucester 

Angelina Empson
Daughter
Scholar


  7
Bishop Auckland, Durham

John R. Empson
Son
Scholar


  4
Bishop Auckland, Durham

Geo. Empson
Son
Scholar


  2
Sunderland, Durham

The most exciting information that this provided was proof of the existence of a sister whom it transpired, in his lifetime, George had made unsuccessful efforts to trace. In a bitter-sweet moment Lyle realised that his Aunt Lena must have been named Angelina after her father's sister. In a family bible she is recorded as - "Anjou Lena Empson; born 3rd November, 1901; died 8th November 1931 at age of 30."
Using the census information it was relatively easy to locate a death certificate for a Charles Empson which informed us that he died aged 49 in the Harton Workhouse in Westoe, South Shields on 20 May 1886. His age was recorded as 49 years, a labourer who died of 'Phthlsis Pulmonalis'.  We could not be absolutely certain that this was the right Charles of course but it was in the expected geographical area and approximate age.

The next step was to apply for copies of the children's birth certificates but when this drew a blank. I put the records to one side and turned temporarily to search for Empsons elsewhere.

Prodded and encouraged by the indefatigable Lyle however I returned to the 1881 census and studied the entry more closely to see what other avenues might be opened. It was a puzzle. While the children appeared in the St Catherine's index there was no mention of a Charles or of a Julia of the right dates and times.

Julia was said to have been born in 'Newhant' in Gloucester - there is of course no such place, but 'Newent' is a close fit and near enough for a census taker to have misheard what he had been told. I therefore contacted the Rootsweb Gloucestershire2 mailing list to seek help. Almost immediately two listers came back with the same basic information. There were two possible candidates, Julia Cowmeadow and Juliana Bradberry. Lyle considered the data and concluded that the latter was the best fit. One of my Gloucester informants also found a reference on the IGI3 to a marriage between Juliana Bradberry and Charles Amos Empson in Glasgow, Scotland.

It also became clear why the initial request for certificates had failed - I had simply confused the names and ages in the request. They were re-ordered and eventually confirmed that 'Charles' was properly Charles Amos and that 'Julia' was indeed called Juliana. Knowing that the marriage had taken place in Scotland explained of course why the event was not to be found in the St Catherine's Index.

The couple's marriage certificate when it arrived from Edinburgh4 was a revelation. Not only did it confirm that we had the right couple but it stated that Juliana's father was a musician - a violinist. Most exciting of all however, it revealed her to be an actress!

The intriguing possibility that the couple had indeed been involved in show business prompted a new search for information about Juliana, especially her death certificate. Did she die by some violent means - perhaps after having gone 

[image: image1.jpg]



This photograph comes from Lyle's collection. It is about 96 years old!

Anjou Lena will be seen on the right at the back and next to her is her sister Mabel Iona. The baby is Joseph Ernest, Lyle's father. George and his wife Bertha later had two more sons, John Richard and George Westley.
back to her old career to provide for her three orphaned children? The truth proved to be rather more melancholy.  Juliana had died at the County Lunatic Asylum, 

Sedgefield in County Durham on 31st January 1887 aged 41. The cause of death was given as 'general paralysis of seven months duration', suggesting that she had been in the institution at least since her husband's death.

As we reached this point Yves and Judy - until then largely unaware of the progress lately being made - were able to contribute information resulting from their enquiries in England. Contact with Barnardo's had revealed that the two boys lived for a time with their aunt - Mrs Albers, but were eventually admitted to the Annie Macpherson Homes. Later they were shipped out to Canada on a ship called The Parisian, arriving at the Marchmont Homes (The Macpherson Homes Receiving and Distribution Centre[!]), in Ontario. Ultimately they were fostered with different families and as we know, prospered. According to Barnardo's, at the time the boys left England, Angelina was a domestic servant aged 15, but that is all that is known about her thus far.

So what's next? 

While Lyle has details of all five children born to his Great Uncle Robert; (Clifford Lester, Charles B., Eva May, George Orsin & John W.) he has had little success contacting them or their descendants. Hopefully this story will prompt a researcher somewhere to put the various branches of the family back in touch. 

More information about Charles Amos and his Lincolnshire origins is also to hand. This together with more details about the boys' early life in Canada, will feature in a later edition of this newsletter.

The records of the asylum have been preserved in the archives at Durham and amongst them, hopefully, more information about the tragic Juliana awaits to be found.

The primary task is of course however to keep faith with George's memory and discover what happened to Angelina who, for the moment seems to have disappeared.

Lyle Empson can be contacted at <emps@primus.ca>

Judy and Yves can be contacted at <yves.labelle@strapex.com>
1 Since 1837 in England & Wales records of Births Marriages and Deaths have been recorded by the General Registry Office. This register is popularly known as the 'St Catherine's Index' because of where the records were originally kept. I have transcribed most of the records relating to Empsons and can provide look-ups for anybody. 

2 GLOUCESTER-L@rootsweb.com.   My message to this list prompted Judith Stichbury to contact me from New Zealand. She wanted to know if I could help her find out about an ancestor whom she thought was called Clement Empson…. What that exchange led to may be seen elsewhere in this edition. 

3  IGI International Genealogical Index. The records of the family history research of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (The Mormons).




4  Unlike England & Wales, Scottish records are searchable via the web. Input <SCOTS ORIGINS> into your browser and follow the on-screen instructions. Certificates can be ordered and paid for on line. 

CHARLES EMPSON - OXFORDSHIRE BAKER: 

A NEW LIFE DOWN UNDER

Rick Reynolds lives in Hobart, Tasmania where he runs, amongst other things, an antiques business. In beginning to research his family origins he has thrown some light on an Oxfordshire family 'missing' since the 1881 census.

Charles Empson was born in 1856 the third son of John Empson and Harriet Siford1, a key family from the Leafield dynasty. At some point Charles moved off to Birmingham where he was to be found working as a Baker's Assistant at the time of the 1881 census. His family were living at 152 Vicarage Road, Aston in Birmingham and their entry reads as follows: -

Charles Empson
Head
Baker's Assistant 
Married
25 
Leafield, Oxford, England

Laviana Empson
Wife


Married
22
Wednesbury, Stafford, England

Maud Empson
Daughter
Scholar


  5
Birmingham, England

Rudolph Empson
Son



  3
Sutton Coldfield, Warwick, England

Charles Claud E. 
Son



  1
Aston, Warwick, England


Sarah Smith
Sister 
Scholar
              Unmarried
15
Birmingham, Warwick, England    

It might be assumed that 'Laviana' is a mis-transcription for Lavinia but Rick has established that her maiden name was Benton born 4th January, 1859. This however throws up a mystery in the form of Sarah Smith. Whose sister was she? Charles had five; Elizabeth, Mary, Harriet, Jane & Hannah, but no Sarah. Perhaps her mother had re-married.
Charles moved around a lot in Birmingham and in a Post Office Directory of 1883 he is to be found at 133 High Street, Aston trading as a Baker. That was a busy shopping street in those days although sadly, along with Vicarage Road, it was demolished in the 1960s. Whether or not this venture was a success, the family emigrated to New Zealand in about 1882 - so typically, the directory was out of date even before it was published.

Two other sons were thought to have been born although details are as yet sketchy, there was another Charles and a Henry or Harry. Charles died 7th December 1943 aged 87 and is buried in Sydney, Australia. Lavinia pre-deceased him dying 4th October 1935 aged 78. 

Maud married Samuel Charles Parker in August 1892. She was just 17 and he was 32. They had 14 children including Dorothy, Rick's mother. Samuel had served with the New South Wales Contingent in Egypt and the Sudan in the 1882 campaign. Rick has the medals he won and notes that this was the conflict in which Winston Churchill won his spurs.

There is a lot to do to discover more about the life of this family in Birmingham but Rick has even more to do in contacting their descendants in New Zealand and Australia and filling out the story of their lives down under. This process has clearly begun already as, just as this edition was being prepared, I was contacted by Jonathan Day from Brisbane in Australia. He is also a GGGrandson of Charles Empson and is in touch with many more of his descendants there. His mother, Effie Day, remembers a lot about her GGrandmother Maud so hopefully more can be told in a future edition.  

1  While it is unkind to relegate her to a mere footnote, the best source of information on the Siford family is Jennifer Harral. She has traced them (Syford, Sifors, Sifers etc.) back to Badgeworth, Gloucestershire, in the mid 1600s and has kindly provided me with information on both Mary and Harriet Siford's ancestry. 

Rick can be contacted at <wendover@ozmail.com.au>

Jonathan can be contacted at <jon@jayday.com.au>

Jennifer can be contacted at <Swallowtail@btinternet.com>   
About Empsonian Logic*

Few families can be said to have coined a word. Ours is to be found in the Shorter English Dictionary - “Adjective: Resembling or characteristic of the logic of Sir William Empson (1906-84) English poet & critic”. It quotes the Times Literary Supplement – “Sonnets marked by a somewhat Empsonian logic”. So a title for this newsletter has suggested itself.

Dick Empson, 24 Robin Hood Lane, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0LN.

web site : <www.geocities.com.empson_research>

email :     richard.empson@btopenworld.com
telephone: (0121)-745-5397
Warwick John Empson was born in


Te-Aroha, on the North Island of New Zealand, on the 24th October 1935.





He was educated at the Sacred Heart College in Auckland, New Zealand and  went on to study Mechanical Engineering. In 1963 he moved to Australia where he married. He worked as an engineer until 1987 when he decided it was time for a career change and established a successful house renovation business.





Warwick had many interests but genealogy


was his consuming passion. He spent many years researching the Empson family and its various branches.





In 1998 he was diagnosed with prostrate cancer. He put up a long hard fight but lost the battle on 15th October, 2001.





He is survived by Stephanie - his wife of 38 years, his daughter Rebecca and grandson Jarod.














