Other Empson News

Remembering Empsons: 

Issue No. 2 contained a list of Empsons who fell in two world wars. I have now been able to visit and photograph several of the grave-sites located in France. I would be happy to share these photographs with anyone interested and would be particularly pleased to receive details of others whose resting place is perhaps further afield. 

Sir Richard Empson:

Our most famous namesake, whom history has dealt with harshly, remains surprisingly elusive for a person who played such an influential role at the court of Henry VII. I am presently transcribing all references to him from the state papers and in this way, hope to build up a map of all the manors he held prior to his execution by Henry VIII. Not for nothing was he known as 'The King of Northamptonshire' as his landholdings appear to have stretched from Northampton, south to what is now Milton Keynes and from Towcester in the west across to Olney in the east.

I have located where he lived in London, daring to stand in what might have been his vegetable garden in St Brides off Fleet Street. But tangible traces of his life are few in number, limited to a few documents bearing his name in the Public Record Office. I have however transcribed details of his trial on a 'trumped-up' charge of treason and obtained a copy of what was said to be his defence. The gist of this predictably arrogant statement is that he was only obeying orders: -

". . . I may speak for myself; but, alas, to whom? The king, my master, to whom I should appeal, as to my supreme judge and protector, abandons me to my enemies, without other cause, than that I obeyed his father's commands, and upheld the regal authority."

A further line of enquiry is to map out his genealogy. Thus far it has not been possible to trace his origins further back than his father Peter (the sieve-maker), two of whose daughters married into the Spencer family, which was to acquire Althrop (formerly one of Sir Richard's manors). Sir Richard's own children are all known. Each of his daughters married well and their family trees may be found on the web. For my part it is fascinating to observe that there appears to be a relationship between these marriages and the 'debts' Sir Richard was collecting on behalf of the King. However, of his two sons virtually nothing is known save that Thomas obtained restitution of his father's land and property shortly after the axe fell, but clearly could not hold on to the fortune, burdened by debt and 'fines' due to the King. 

Norfolk Empsons

The Empsons in East Anglia are by far the largest group but one for which the least research has been undertaken. The next issue will however tell of Sary Ann Empson aged 13, a prisoner at Wymondham jail in 1851 amongst 'larcenists and lewd women'. 

About Empsonian Logic*

Few families can be said to have coined a word. Ours is to be found in the Shorter English Dictionary - “Adjective: Resembling or characteristic of the logic of Sir William Empson (1906-84) English poet & critic”. It quotes the Times Literary Supplement – “Sonnets marked by a somewhat Empsonian logic”. So a title for this newsletter has suggested itself.

This issue is overdue! My excuse is the wealth of material that exists. As the website enables more detailed information to be shared, Logic* can become the means by which to develop contacts, especially amongst those without access to the Internet. Opinions as to how this newsletter might develop, contributions and contacts would be most welcome by the self-appointed editor. Previous issues may be viewed on <www.geocities.com.empson_research> or alternatively obtained from <rjempson@msn.com>.  
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