The Task Ahead

It is likely to be possible to find more out about William's early life in America. Certainly Empsons reside to this day in the area of New York State in which he lived. We know from the pension papers that William married Emeline Bailey in Medina in 1868. The couple had four children; Francis Gertrude (1869); Martha R (1872); Eva Maud (1876) and Nellie May (1879). He married secondly, in Kissime, Florida and died on 30th December 1930, just before his 85th birthday.  

The book has now been transcribed and with Cliff's help, I intend to produce a commentary on the events described. Together we intend to publish the book and William's story on the internet with the objective of encouraging the latest generation of American children to reflect upon the effects of the Civil war. 

"Though years have passed since then, the horrors of Richmond, Danville and Andersonville are never absent from my mind. I see gaunt shadows of what was once called men, eaten with vermin and ulcers. Again I hear the crack of the cruel musket telling us that some poor boy has sought and found rest across the dead line. I hear again the hallowed grown of the dying comrade, with dry eyes and a dull heart ache, and listen once more to his feeble cries of home and mother till his voiced is hushed in death." 
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HORSEY CHURCH, 2001.  Was this where William H Empson was baptised?  The couple said they were 'bird watching'.

Footnote

The vast majority of 'hits' on the abebooks site as might be expected, relate to William Empson our esteemed poet, but there were other finds including "The Cruise of the Kate" by Empson Edward Middleton (with a forward by Arthur Ransome no less!), and the "The All Color Busy Cook's Book" edited by Margaret Empson, 'The cookbook for every working woman'(!). My next target will however undoubtedly be - despite the $250 price tag - 'Hasty Intrenchments' by Col. A. Brialmont, translated by Charles A Empson Lieutenant RA, published in 1872.  Needless to say such gems might become the subject of a future issue of Empsonian Logic*. 

