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Empsonian Logic*

The Tragic Death of Clement Empson

Following up references to 'Empson' in Palmer's Index to The Times I came across the following:-

THE TIMES   Saturday September 9th 1876.

Fatal Accident - a distressing accident occurred at Aber Waterfall, near Bangor, late on Thursday evening. A young gentleman named Empson studying at Llanfairfashan, visited this fall and climbed up a dangerous part. In making the descent along a steep side of the mountain his foot slipped and he fell a distance of 150 feet. He was picked up directly afterwards, but before medical assistance could be obtained from Bangor he died.

It did not take long to discover who this unfortunate man was as his death was recorded at Bangor Registry Office. Using the family tree built up initially by Linda Franks I was then able to locate him as a scion of what I choose to call 'The Yorkshire Empsons'. 
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The Aber Falls from which Clement fell to his death

Clement was the fourth son of the Reverend Arthur John Empson, Rector of Eydon in Northamptonshire and his wife Anna Delicia.  

1876 was Anna's 'annus horriblis'. Arthur died, aged only 58, in June and four weeks later her eldest daughter Mary married, moving with Robert Wylde her new husband, to resume his Curacy at Northfield in Warwickshire. 

Clement was only 15 when he died, his death certificate (wrongly stating he was 16), shows that John Roberts, the Coroner held an inquest, but papers from this have not survived. Death was said to be 'accidental, caused by falling over high rocks near Aber waterfall'. It also revealed that Clement was a student at Winchester College, a public school in Hampshire founded in 1382 with strong links to the Anglican Church. 

Mrs Rae the present Headmaster's Secretary, has kindly confirmed from the school register, that Clement joined the College in January 1874, boarding  at Southgate Hill, 91 Cheesehill Street. A 'Brass in Cloisters' is mentioned, hopefully this memorial has survived as Clement's own gravestone at Eydon is rather austere.  

This is a particularly interesting family and more details will shortly be found on the website amongst 'Empsons in the church'. 

