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What is on everyone's minds?  Is everyone excited to graduate, leave high school, and finally be considered an adult?  Perhaps you are pondering the political implications of Marbury vs. Madison or wondering about Macbeth's morality.  While all this education is good, there is another side to education that I would like to focus on.  It is that education that high school cannot provide and you are required to develop personally.  It is about the meaning of life.

Every person has a pair of glasses thru which they view the world.  This is called a world view.  These glasses are constructed from the many ideas people form from the crises they experience.  Life in general and high school specifically provides innumerable opportunities for crises to occur.  When a crisis occurs, whether small or big, it changes the people who experience it.  They analyze why the crisis occurred, how to avoid it, among other things.  The difference in people’s glasses is a result of the different ideas people form after experiencing crises.

Some crises, just like icebergs, need navigation.  Otherwise, people take hits and may sustain damage... even sink.  One crisis thru which guidance is needed is the “meaning of life crisis.”  High school does not address this crisis in a comprehensive manner.  All of us may have superb foundations in algebra, english, chemisty, and government; but this is not what keeps people sane.  Having a firm foundation in the meaning and purpose of life does keep people sane.  In this age people are forced to grow up sooner as our sanity is continually tested.  High school does not provide the foundations needed to keep people sane.


Ravi Zacharias, a brilliant theologian, identifies four attributes that give meaning to life: wonder, truth, love/belongingness, and security.  Wonder, as Ravi describes it, is “that possession of the mind that enchants the emotions while never surrendering reason.”  It is what keeps you excited to see tomorrow.  Truth brings meaning to life because it provides an absolute to focus on even when most everything in the world is hazy.  In order for it to provide meaning, truth must be sought out and when found, believed.  Sometimes truth demands change.  Meaning thru love is found by giving it to others.  Belongingness is found when love is received.  Surround yourselves with people who share your values.  Then sacrifice your time for them.  This is the best way to experience love.  Finally, security is important for a meaningful life.  Security comes with the knowledge that whatever happens in life, everything will be okay.  Specifically, having security means that you have dealt with the inevitability of your own death and it is no longer terrifying.  When your life is consumed with these four attributes, it will have meaning.

Am I calling for “meaning of life” to be a course required for graduation?  No.  I am calling for personal explorations into these issues high school no longer can address.  Dive into those areas left untouched, even if it is painful.  Perhaps a first step could be contemplating what Jean-Paul Sartre said about death and eternity.  Sartre says, “Whether [death]’s a few hours or a few years [away] makes no difference once you have lost eternity.”  He is saying that life is meaningless without the possibility of life after death.  How would you respond and why?  Search for a meaning to life.  Find it and become grounded in it.  It is the only way to stay sane in this world.


We are like sardines in a can.  Our experiences are the salt that coats us.  Our can has been opened by the tool of knowledge.  Now venture from this crammed can and leave your stink on the world!

Notes and Extra Quotes:
· Some dude quoting Ravi Zacharias (Ravi is in quotes) – “We do not care if He exists; we simply want to live (or die) whichever way we desire.”  Today’s philosophers are grappling with the very idea of what it means to be human.  Since we are not made in the image of God, we can individually determine who we are.  We are then set up as individual gods in our own right.  The modern age, says Zacharais, has lost the sense of wonder – “that possession of the mind that enchants the emotions while never surrendering reason… It sees in the ordinary the extraordinary, and it finds in the extraordinary the reaffirmations for what it already knows… It is a journey like a walk through the woods, over the usual obstacles and around the common distractions, while the voice of direction leads, saying, ‘This is the way, walk ye in it.’”
· Ravi Zacharias – “I have concluded that fundamentally there are four: questions of origin, questions of meaning, questions of morality, and questions of destiny.”
· Ravi Zacharias Notes – Meaning comes from: infancy – wonder; after infancy – truth; middle age – love (belongingness); and old age – security.

· Voltaire – “All of humanity’s miseries are a further reflection of its grandeur.”

· Jean Paul Sartre – “Whether it’s a few hours or a few years makes no difference once you have lost eternity.”
· Bertrand Russell – “I want this life to not have meaning because it frees me to my own erotic and political desires.”

