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FANTASY BASEBALL 10 COMMANDMENTS

By S.Nelson
Without order, we have chaos. Without etiquette, we have bad manners.  Yet some rotisserie owners insist on playing the game with the manners of a disorderly caveman.  Although these same owners usually are the ones who annually complain that their club inhales wind, they often fail to make the connection between being courteous and winning.   Its easier for the other owners to enjoy your victory if you’ve handled yourself with grace, style and dignity as opposed to stepping on your peers heads to get to the top of the heap.

Since mannerly behavior never goes out of style, except in war zones and near dog bowls, it's a worthy exercise to remind the EMOO League of their gentlemanly obligations in managing a team.  So, with apologies to former American League catcher John Moses, here are the 10 commandments of rotisserie baseball politeness:  

No. 1: Return phone calls from other players. This is perhaps the biggest complaint among owners, and also the most unnecessary.  No matter how busy one's life gets, it still takes about 30 seconds to leave a phone or E-mail message just to say, ''I don't want to make a trade with you.'' Having bravado is better than being incommunicado. Besides, the more people you alienate in your league, the less likely they are to deal with you.  

No. 2: Call at a decent hour. People have lives, people have bed times, and some people think a late phone call can bear only bad news, not a trade proposal for Wally Joyner.

No. 3: Don't call incessantly. Women reject needful guys all the time. So do exasperated rotisserie owners.  

No. 4: Don't create bad blood. Remember: It's just a game.  

No. 5: Show up to meeting if at all possible, difficult to do in our league where a few owners live out of town, or have conflicting schedules.  But if you can make it for only a moment, please do.  If you cannot show up please let the commissioner and league know beforehand so that it isn’t a burden to your other owners when you just don’t show.  On the same token, do not, by any means, ever miss Draft Day.

No. 6: If your club falls to the bottom of the standings, don't bag the season. If your club is out of it, begin rebuilding for next year by acquiring cheap talent with big upside. Have vision, not fission.  

No. 7: Don't bring a friend into a league and use his club as your personal minor league organization. You might win this way, but it will be a hollow victory. And it just might damage your opportunities with other owners when the well runs dry, your reputation notwithstanding.  

No. 8: Pay your fees, and pay them on time. Your league kitty is not the phone company.  

No. 9: Don't complain about league rules. Rather, suggest new rules, politely, of course, and be a part of the solution.  Proactive vs. reactive.

No. 10: Don't gloat when you win, don't pout when you lose. Don’t demand a recount like Al Gore.  Nobody likes a sore loser, and they like sore winners even less. 

[image: image3.jpg]


Bonus Commandment:  Above all else remember that this is a game and is supposed to be for enjoyment.  So have a little fun!
The Perfect Draft

By J.Birkel

Every fantasy baseball owner dreams of it. The perfect draft. It never happens. Usually after draft day it is a common sight to see an owner sitting in the middle of the room with a blank look on his face. It’s the same look you see at casinos after someone has dropped a couple hundred dollars in 20 minutes. It’s the “what the hell went wrong” look. Sometimes it happens so fast that you’re not even sure until after the draft when you’ve had a few minutes to survey the damage. Even then sometimes it’s like a mugging. It happened so fast that you’re not sure where it went wrong. It all can be just a blur. You think back over the past several hours and wonder was that really me that shouted out 5 cents for Chris Gomez? It can give a new meaning to the term out of body experience. 

What makes the perfect draft? What can give you that little edge? I talked to one owner who claims he attends confession the morning of the draft. He confesses his sins. He then drives carefully to the draft. He drives under the speed limit and signals all his turns. When he starts the draft he has a fresh slate. No bad karma. This may be a tad bit over the top and the owner was smiling when he told the story so he may have been kidding. Still food for thought. 

Are there any underlying factors to success in the draft? Could getting married be one of them? Laze owner Richard Wyllie was married in 1989 and went on to win an EMOO Championship that year. Flyers owner Alan France was wed in 1993 and brought home the EMOO crown that year. Scott Nelson was married last year. But it was after the draft. Could that bode well for the Suns in 2001? Xpress owner Craig Gill has thought about tying the knot. Should he move the wedding up now or plan a quick trip to Vegas? Could this very well be the year of the Xpress? Flyers owner Alan France has considered repeating his vows before draft day in an attempt to repeat the magic of his 1993 championship. Would that work? Would it have the same effect of an actual wedding day?

If you had walked in the room newly married and freshly confessed here is the perfect 2000 draft. This is based on the EMOO draft of 2000 and a team having $2.60 to spend. The team listed is the team that drafted the player in 2000. 

Beachcombers – are you paying attention? It can be done. 

The following team costs $2.56 and all players were available on Draft Day 2000. 

This team would have posted 80+ points and easily won the league. This would have been the perfect 2000 draft. 

The Perfect 2000 Draft Active Roster

P Al Leiter 15 (Flyers)

P Chan Ho Park 10 (Xpress)

P Ryan Dempster 5 (Xpress) 

P Garrett Stephenson 7 (Xpress)

P Robert Person 1 (Dragon Slayers)

P Turk Wendell 1 (Smart Alecs)

P John Franco 2 (Laze)

P Scott Sullivan 1 (Ruxpins)

P Rob Nenn 34 (Mudhens)

C Mike Matheny 1 (Gamecox)

C Javy Lopez 18 (Suns)

1B Derrek Lee 3 (Herders)

3B Phil Nevin 14 (Smart Alecs)

CRN Greg Colbrunn 1 (Dragon Slayers)

SS Ricky Guttierez 1 (Xpress)

2B Jeff Kent 29 (Smart Alecs)

MI Eric Young 24 (Mooners)

UT Mark Kotsay 4 (Flyers)

OF Jim Edmonds 21 (Smart Alecs)

OF Richard Hidalgo 17 (Laze)

OF Tom Goodwin 19 (Suns)

OF Eric Owens 7 (Smart Alecs)

OF Ryan Klesko 21 (Ruxpins) 

The following is what I believe were the strongest picks at each round of the 2000 ultra draft. The team listed is the team that selected that player in the 2000 Ultra Draft. 

The Perfect 2000 Ultra Draft

15 OF Alex Ochoa (Dragon Slayers)

10 P Greg Swindell (Flyers)

10 P Glendon Rusch (Smart Alecs)

10 C Tyler Houston (Flyers)

10 P Jose Jimmenez (Gamecox)

10 P Curtis Leskanic (Mooners)

05 SS Geoff Blum (Laze)

05 P Tony Armas Jr. (Laze)

05 P Jeff Brantley (Ruxpins)

05 OF Danny Bautista (Laze)

05 SS Julio Lugo (Flyers)

05 C Chad Kreuter (Laze)

02 OF Jack Cust (Mudhens)

02 1B John Vanderwal (Mooners)

02 P Nick Neugebauer (Dragon Slayers)

02 P Gabe White (Mooners)

02 P Ben Sheets (Ruxpins)   


 Close Calls

By J.Birkel
As the April 4th deadline approaches there are a number of close calls for EMOO owners to make. Here are a few of the decisions made by EMOO owners last year at this time followed by what I consider tough calls to make this year. 

Close calls made in 2000

Ruxpins sign OF Preston Wilson to a 2 year 7 cent contract through 2001:  Ruxpins' ownership was concerned about the alarming amount of K’s. Don’t you think Wilson is worth a little more? If he goes 30/30/100 again he will go for 35+ in the 2002 draft. 

Suns sign P Jose Lima to a 2 year 15 cent contract through the year 2001: Is any explanation needed here? What are the odds this contract will be bought out by the Suns come April 4th? 

Smart Alecs sign 1B Kevin Barker to a 3 year 12 cent contract through the year 2002: I liked Barker going into the 2000 season as well. He still had his minor league status so the Smart Alecs were able to stash him in the ultra roster and pay nothing for him. Barker completely fell on his face. He not only was not able to deal with major league pitching in 2000 but after his demotion to AAA he posted weak numbers as well. 

Flyers release OF Richard Hidalgo: The Flyers were worried about the crowded outfield in Houston. The Laze would like to thank them as owner Richard Wyllie stepped up to the plate and bought Hidalgo for 17 cents in the draft. Hidalgo went on to post monster numbers. 

Gamecox sign OF Lance Berkman to a 3 year 15 cent contract through the year 2002: At the time this was a bit of a gutsy move by the Gamecox. Looking back Mr. Cox showed some foresight into the potential effects of Enron Field. Berkman may go .300/30/100 for years to come in that bandbox. 

Mudhens retain P Darryl Kile at 10cents: Coming off a terrible 1999 season Kile was exiled from that place pitchers know as hell – Coors Field. What are Mike Hampton and Denny Neagle thinking? Mudhens’ owner Mike Cunningham made the right call on Kile’s rebound in St. Louis.  

Dragon Slayers retain OF Jay Payton at 5 cents:   Payton still had retained his rookie status heading into the 2000 season. There was never any doubt that he could hit. The only question was would he ever be healthy enough to play in the field. This is the same guy who went through a number of arm surgeries. It got so bad the Mets considered moving Payton to first base. At one point the Mets even considered teaching Payton to throw with his left arm and Payton is a right handed thrower! It’s no understatement to say Payton had been written off. 

Herders retain P Livian Hernandez at 10 cents: After his second consecutive bad season Marlins’ World Series hero Livian Hernandez was released by the Gamecox despite a price tag of seven cents. He lasted until the second round of the winter waivers and was claimed by the Flyers. Herders’ owner Paul Nerz traded P Carl Pavano to the Flyers for Hernandez at that same meeting. The Herders kept Hernandez going into the 2000 season at ten cents and he went on to win 17 games with a 3.75 ERA and 1.363 ratio. 

2001 Close Calls

These decisions could go either way. They are too close to call. 

Mooners – P Andy Benes (8), P Scott Elarton (12), C Javier Lopez (18) – broken finger out until mid April at least

Laze – P Matt Clement (12) and P Darren Dreifort (14) – both have nasty stuff but do the Laze want to commit 26 cents to the pair? Ben Petrick (5), Jason Kendall (22), and Damian Miller (1) – will the Laze keep three catchers? 

Gamecox – 3B Adrian Beltre (20) out until late May at least -  do you shell out twenty cents towards Beltre in the last year of his contract? P Kris Benson (10) could have a break out season but is also out until late April with a strained ligament in his elbow. Benson is also a Pirate starter, which in 2001 appears to be a curse. Talk about dropping like flies. I’m sure Gamecox owner Joe Cox is sick of hearing this but it is a make or break year for the Gamecox in 2001.

Smart Alecs - P Kevin Brown (33) – Achilles problems could land Brown on the DL to start the year. 

Ruxpins – OF Reggie Sanders (10) – if this guy is healthy in 2001 is anyone going to tell me that he is not going to easily be worth this?

Flyers – P Tony Armas Jr. (5) – when healthy he has been great. He is not healthy very often even going back into his minor league career. See above under Reggie Sanders. 

Herders – 1B Mark McGwire (35) and 3B Matt Williams (19) – do the Herders want to allocate 54 cents towards these two guys? Williams has admitted that he will need foot surgery after the 2001 season while McGwire has admitted to problems with his surgically repaired knee in spring training.

Mudhens -  OF Doug Glanville (16) – if Phillies rookie shortstop Jimmy Rollins takes hold of the leadoff spot for good is Glanville worth 16 cents? 

Dragon Slayers -  P Kerry Wood (10) – Kerry Wood is in a contract year. If you think he will be the Kerry Wood of 1998 do you throw him back and try to reacquire him in the draft or do you sign him and not take a chance? 

TRANSACTION ANALYSIS

By S.Nelson

This being the issue before draft day I thought I would use this space to go over the off season moves and determine how they benefited each team.  Such activity gives good examples of types of trades the EMOO league makes, trends certain owners develop and incite into the ways the owners value particular players of others.  This will be an EBBM mainstay as trades develop, but will only be this long of an article when it covers a whole off-season such as this.  Enjoy.

	SMART ALECS

	what they traded
	what they got
	commentary

	P Scott Elarton, OF Ching Fen Chen
	P Ryan Dempster, C Bobby Estalella
	Replaced one young pitcher for another and saved $.07 in process.  Acquiring a cheap catcher on top of that is a bonus.


	KITTYHAWK FLYERS

	what they traded
	what they got
	commentary

	3B Robin Ventura
	P Rick Ankiel
	Flyers hope that Ankiel's wildness will calm down.  They give up on a weak year from Ventura in order to find out.

	P Rick Ankiel
	P Jose Jiminez
	Trade a questionable pitcher for a more reliable closer

	P John Rocker
	SS Rafael Furcal
	Acquisition of Jiminez makes it easier to deal Rocker.  Getting a roto-stud like Furcal makes it even easier

	SS Rafael Furcal, 1B Mark Grace, OF Choo Freeman
	2b Luis Castillo, 3b Chipper Jones, 1b Jeff Bagwell
	Basically a trade of Furcal for three all-stars.  Flyers took on a lot of salary, but also gained in every offensive category.

	P Al Leiter, OF Barry Bonds
	2b Quilvio Veras, P Tony Armas Jr.
	Recent influx of high priced talent incites this move.  Veras makes up some for losing Furcal.  Armas could be a poor man's Leiter.

	1B Mark McGwire, 2b Fernando Vina
	MI Julio Lugo
	GM France continues to trim some of the excess fat off his salary and creates a very formidable middle infield in the process.

	2b Quilvio Veras
	C Mike Piazza
	This trade reverses the Flyer's recent trend of cutting salary and instead adds another $.11.  He does get the best fantasy catcher at the hardest to fill position in Piazza though.

	C Mike Piazza
	OF Bobby Abreu
	Reverses an earlier trade basically and decides the team would rather have OF Bobby Abreu instead.  Adds $.05 more then what Piazza costs to salary but gets more steals in process.

	1B Jeff Bagwell
	P John Rocker
	Adds a fairly inexpensive and more reliable closer to his pitching staff while cutting salary which makes it easier to retain OF Bobby Abreu on draft day.


	SEATTLE GAMECOX

	what they traded
	what they got
	commentary

	P Jose Jiminez
	P Rick Ankiel
	Trade from excess in saves.  If Ankiel can overcome wild tendencies this is a wonderful trade.  If not then little was lost.

	P Mike Williams
	P Kris Benson
	Even after the Jiminez deal the Cox still have excess in saves.  They gain another needed starter in Kris Benson.

	2b Ron Belliard
	OF Tom Goodwin
	Gain speed but take on a bit more salary.  Loss of Belliard is easier due to presence of Jose Vidro at second.

	OF Alex Escobar, 3B Chris Truby
	OF Ching Feng Chen
	A trade that says more about each team's opinions of minor league talent then it does about potential impact on the 2001 season.


	SCRUFFY LOOKIN NERZ HERDERS

	what they traded
	what they got
	commentary

	MI Julio Lugo
	1B Mark McGwire, 2b Fernando Vina
	Herders have the money to spend going into draft day and decide they will add Big Mac's chase for Aaron's record to their homerun totals along with his salary.


	HAWAIIAN LAZE

	what they traded
	what they got
	commentary

	C Javy Lopez
	C Jason Kendall
	Trades a quality catcher for one of even better quality.  Only adds $.04 in process.

	2b Quilvio Veras, P Tony Armas Jr.
	P Al Leiter, OF Barry Bonds
	More a case of picking the fat off the Flyer's roster then a quality for quality trade.  Laze take advantage of Flyer's having too much salary on their team and get two star players in the process.

	OF Marvin Benard, OF Luis Gonzalez
	OF John Vanderwal
	Trade from both an excess in outfielders and salary.  A $.02 John Vanderwal facilitates adding Bonds $.37 salary.


	MOONERS

	what they traded
	what they got
	commentary

	OF Geoff Jenkins
	C Javy Lopez, P Chan Ho Park, P Scott Elarton
	A skeleton crew roster means that the Mooners must get more players in return for the ones they trade away.  They get 3 potential keepers for one outfielder.  A very good example of a trade beneficial to both teams.

	OF John Vanderwal
	OF Marvin Benard, OF Luis Gonzalez
	Mooners again get more then they give.  Adding a bit of meat on their skeleton crew to go into draft day with.

	OF Marvin Benard, P Octavio Dotel
	3B Chris Truby, SS Ricky Guiterrez, P John Burkett, P Dan Miceli
	Not so much a more-for-less trade than it was an addition of a couple of inexpensive players to add salary going into draft day.


	TENNESSEE RUXPINS

	what they traded
	what they got
	commentary

	P Jeff Shaw, OF Ryan Klesko, P Garrett Stephenson
	2B Luis Castillo, OF Cliff Floyd
	Lose an established closer but gain extra homeruns and steals, dependent on Cliff Floyd having a full and healthy season.

	2b Luis Castillo, 3b Chipper Jones, 1b Jeff Bagwell
	SS Rafael Furcal, 1B Mark Grace, OF Choo Freeman
	Gain a shortstop, who when signed, will be a mainstay of this team at a bargain price for several years.  Gave up Luis Castillo and two players who's salaries probably would not have been retained going into draft day in order to do it

	P Kris Benson
	P Mike Williams
	GM Birkel's love affair with closers and inexpensive set-up men continues

	C Jason Kendall
	C Javy Lopez
	Saves $.04 and gains a bit more power if Lopez remains healthy.

	C Javy Lopez, P Steve Kline
	P AJ Burnett, 3B Aramis Ramirez, P Kyle Farnsworth
	Trade of $.23 for three players with combined salary of $.08.  Burnett and Farnsworth are types of starters this club covets, they don't earn more then $.02.

	OF Ken Griffey Jr
	P Byung Hyun Kim, OF Peter Bergeron, OF Reggie Sanders
	Another trade of salary for inexpensive talent.  Griffey is impossible to replace but with money saved an equivalent calibre player will be obtained in draft.

	C Mike Piazza
	2b Quilvio Veras 
	More trimming of that salary to enter draft day with the best possible team with the lowest possible cost.

	OF Bobby Abreu
	C Mike Piazza
	Regains Piazza so the club basically traded Abreu for Quilvio Veras.  A savings of $.16.  Although his bat will be sorely missed in the lineup.


	SCOTTNEL SUNS

	what they traded
	what they got
	commentary

	2B Luis Castillo, OF Cliff Floyd
	P Jeff Shaw, OF Ryan Klesko, P Garrett Stephenson
	Trade an excess in speed in order to dominate the saves category.  Klesko is no Floyd and a possibly still injured Garrett Stephenson could prove to be a dud bonus that cemented this deal.

	P Ben Sheets, 3B Fernando Tatis
	3B Robin Ventura, OF Mark Kotsay, P Kirk Reuter
	Suns must believe two birds in the hand is worth one in the bush.  Packaged a promising yet untested pitcher with a player who had an off year but should return to form.  For a player who had an off year but should return to form and one bargain player on both offense and pitching.

	OF Tom Goodwin
	2b Ron Belliard
	Lose their excess in steals in order to shore up a wasteland in middle-infield

	P Byung Hyun Kim
	OF Alex Escobar
	Trade of Sheets leaves Suns with no minor league talent.  Escobar adds some back.


	MIDNITE XPRESS

	what they traded
	what they got
	commentary

	P Ryan Dempster, C Bobby Estalella
	P Scott Elarton, OF Ching Fen Chen
	Traded an up and coming ace for a pitcher who has yet to come of age in Elarton, but he is the opening day starter so perhaps GM Gill saw some promise.

	P Rick Ankiel
	3B Robin Ventura
	Trade of shaky 2000 seasons.  Proof that Xpress believe that offense is easier to bring back then pitching.

	SS Rafael Furcal
	P John Rocker
	Xpress must feel that there are far less closers available then there are future all-star shortstops with a $.02 salary.

	3B Robin Ventura, OF Mark Kotsay, P Kirk Reuter
	P Ben Sheets, 3B Fernando Tatis
	If Sheets plays like he did in the Olympics the Xpress have a pitcher to build around for several years.  If both Tatis and Ventura return to career form in 2001, Tatis is still the better third baseman offensively.

	P AJ Burnett, 3B Aramis Ramirez, P Kyle Farnsworth
	C Javy Lopez, P Steve Kline
	Trade of three up and comers with excellent salaries for a more sure thing both offensively and pitching-wise

	OF Ching Feng Chen
	OF Alex Escobar, 3B Chris Truby
	A trade that says more about each team's opinions of minor league talent then it does about potential impact on the 2001 season.

	OF Alex Escobar
	P Byung Hyun Kim
	Trades from excessive minor league system.  Kim will pick up odd saves as a reliever and odd wins as a starter.

	P Byung Hyun Kim, OF Peter Bergeron, OF Reggie Sanders
	OF Ken Griffey Jr
	Xpress add a big name player to their roster.  Giving up little to get him.

	C Javy Lopez, P Chan Ho Park, P Scott Elarton
	OF Geoff Jenkins
	Trade off salary in order to facilitate adding Griffey Jr.'s price to roster.  Jenkins is a bargain and good addition next to Jr. in the outfield.

	3B Chris Truby, SS Ricky Guiterrez, P John Burkett, P Dan Miceli
	OF Marvin Benard, P Octavio Dotel
	Gave up little to add to a building outfield and lack of quality pitching

	P John Rocker
	1B Jeff Bagwell
	Adds another $.41 player to his lineup, but still manages to have money going into draft day.  Although when you look back and see this trade was basically a trade off of Rafael Furcal for Jeff Bagwell it makes you wonder if GM Gill would rather have the $.39 difference back along with the SS and spend the savings on a Bagwell-esque type hitter.  As it stands he will still have to spend that money on a closer in order to compete for saves.



FANTASTIC FINISHES

By J. Birkel

Look in this space for the next three issues as we countdown the top 6 most exciting finishes in the 14 year history of the EMOO League.  This issue spotlights fantastic finish Number 3:

# 3 – 1989 - 



The Laze take home their first EMOO title as they edge out the Epcott Centers by 1 point. 2 RBI’s is the difference as the Laze finishes with 802 to the Epcott Centers 800.

