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Veras-Furcal Not the Best - Yet 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Peter Gammons EMOO-Mailbag[image: image3.png]



 

Q: Do a healthy Quilvio Veras and the Ruxpin's pairing of him with an emerging Rafael Furcal translate into perhaps the best fielding combination up the middle and very hot setup men to leadoff? Will this tandem replace the Robby Alomar-Omar Vizquel tandem as baseball's best for well into the future? - Greg Simons, Los Angeles

Peter Gammons: I'm not sure it's close to the Vizquel/Alomar class defensively, but Veras and Furcal could be a devastating offensive combination. Veras gets better and better each season, and Furcal is a potential star. Hopefully, Furcal's shoulder is OK. That has been a concern.

 

Q: Which second baseman do you feel has the brightest future, the Gamecox's Jose Vidro or Luis Castillo on the Flyers? Thanks. - Eddy W., Toronto, Ontario

PWG: Vidro, if he is healthy, just because he is such a potent offensive player. Castillo is a wonderful player with speed, the ability to get on base and defend with extraordinary range, but he is different type of player. It depends on what you're looking for.

 

Q: I'm curious to know what your feelings are in respect to Tom Gordon coming back from injury this season. Do you believe he will be the old "Flash" Gordon again, or do you believe he may just be another average 

reliever/closer? - Michael Mulligan, New Brunswick, N.J.

PWG: Knowing 1) Flash's makeup and 2) that every scout who saw him said the arm speed was back to generate that hard power curveball, I think he can come back. But he must be treated with kid gloves. He's not some rubber-armed reliever. He's coming off serious surgery, and if a manager gets him up and down a lot, I would worry.

 

Q: Just a thought. With the push to heighten the strike zone and call strikes as the rule book intends in the EMOO League this year, will there be the same effort put in the various levels of ultra-league play? Otherwise, 

it would be a major culture shock for a first-time call-up. I know that all EMOO league umps were required to be "trained" during the offseason for the new zone, but I never heard a peep about the lower leagues. Any insight? - Tim Frost, Foxboro, Mass.

PWG: It is my understanding that the umpires are now all under the same umbrella, and they will make efforts to call the same strike zone. Great, thoughtful question.

 

Q: Dear Peter: Do you see any justification for the EMOO Baseball League to reinstate any of the 22 umpires whose resignations were accepted by EMOO, and efforts to rescind denied, and if so, which of those umpires do you feel deserve to be reinstated on the basis of their umpiring skills? - Reid Duffy, Indianapolis, Ind.

PWG: I think there's justification, because some of them were good and love the game. Sandy Alderson promised a full review, in time, and suggested several will return.

 

Q: I was wondering if Carl Pavano was completely healthy this year, and if so, what sort of production do you expect out of him and out of the young and potentially very good Kittyhawk rotation? - Adam Loftin, Reeds Spring, Mo.

PWG: Health has been a problem going back to the minors, and he doesn't have a great defense. Still, he could win 15 any year, and so could Tony Armas.

 

Q: I was wondering how the Midnite Express where going to generate the power in the fourth spot this year since Andres Galarraga left for Texas? - Jeff Vickers, Cross Lanes, W. Va.

PWG: I think GM Craig Gill answered this question with the trade for Ken Griffey Jr., Fernando Tatis is having a very good spring as well, and should return to form after a down year last year.
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TEAM BY TEAM ANALYSIS

This is the last in the series of 4 articles on the teams of the EMOO League.  Next issue this space will take a look at the off-season trade moves and their weighted benefits for each team.

KITTYHAWK FLYERS

By S.Nelson
Starters:  Kevin Tapani, Tony Armas Jr., Francisco Cordova

Relief:  Anthony Telford, Rick Aguilera, Jose Jimenez

Catchers:  Tyler Houston, Mike Piazza

Corners:  Jeff Bagwell, Chipper Jones, JT Snow

Middle Infield:  Luis Castillo, Julio Lugo

Outfielders:  Sammy Sosa, Ray Lankford, Rondell White, Brian L. Hunter

Farm:  Christian Guerrero, Julio Zuleta
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It seems the Flyers are starting the 2001 season much the same way they began the 2000 season, loaded with quite an arsenal of offensive weaponry.  This week saw General Manager Allen France trade away some redundant speed in Quilvio Veras for another big bat in Mike Piazza.  The baseball will have 

a hard time staying in Flyer's Field this year if they manage to go into draft day with such notables in their lineup as Sammy Sosa, Mike Piazza, Jeff Bagwell, Chipper Jones and JT Snow.

 

Unfortunately the other teams will be hitting just as many homeruns if the Flyers continue as their offseason has gone and ignore pitching in favor of offense.  Tony Armas Jr. has some upside, but is the only arm on this staff who does.  Kevin Tapani posts a good ratio, and ate up innings last year 

despite a knee injury, but at 37 years old he makes you wonder how long he can last.  Cordova has gone from being an ace not too many years ago, to a fragile pitcher, to a player struggling to keep a roster spot.  2001 is an important season for him to put up or shut up, but at $.12 is it worth 

taking a 'flyer' on him?  Everyone is still waiting on Carl Pavano to break out, they will have to wait longer yet as he is still recovering from elbow surgery and will miss the beginning of the season.  The bright side is that he looked as though he showed promise in 2000 before electing for an 

operation.

 

In relief the Flyers have Anthony Telford, age 35 and coming off shoulder surgery, so he fits right in with the starting staff.  He is supposed to be ready by May and is the type of pitcher who doesn't hurt a team, but doesn't help much either.  At $.05 the Flyers may go either way with him.   The 

Flyer's closers, Rick Aguilera and Jose Jimenez looked to be a pretty good combination and at a great price, until Aggie decided to retire.  Jimenez is a good sinker ball pitcher who will rack up the saves, but the Flyer's closer situation would have been better in tandem with Aguilera.  If GM France keeps his team budget centered around his high price offense, Jimenez may be the only closer going into 2001 with this team.

 

The best bargain the Flyers have on offense is Luis Castillo.  He will continue to tear up the basepaths and may even grab the Flyers a few more RBI's then he posted last year.  Not that this team will be hurting for RBI's, it boasts a veritable all-star offense.  Little needs to be said about such names as Piazza, Bagwell, Jones and Sosa, except maybe perhaps that the combined salaries for just those four players is over 58% of the Flyer's total budget.  It will be interesting to see if the Flyers enter the 

draft with all these horses, or if he will cut one or more loose before opening day.  His second tier players from the $.20 to $.30 range include Rondell White, Ray Lankford and JT Snow.  Julio Lugo is a good offensive shortstop, that at $.05 makes it easier to spend some of the money on higher 

priced talent.

 

On the farm there is little to no help forthcoming.  Julio Zuleta may see a little bit of time at first base, but is caught in a logjam at the position and may need to learn to play outfield if he hopes to make it in the bigs.
SEATTLE GAMECOX

By S.Nelson
starters:  Sean Estes, Rick Ankiel, Brad Penny, Kris Benson, Curt Schilling

relievers:  Antonio Alfonseca, Matt Mantei

catchers:  Mike Matheny

corners:  Sean Casey, Adrian Beltre

middle infield: Jose Vidro, Damian Jackson

outfielders:  Andruw Jones, Vlad Guerrero, Brian Jordan, Larry Walker, Gary 

Matthews Jr., Tom Goodwin, Lance Berkman
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farm:  Julio Ramirez, Ching Fen Chen

 

2001 is the make or break it year for the Gamecox.  In 2002 the team will undergo a major alteration with such longtime bargains as Andruw Jones, Adrian Beltre and Vlad Guerrero vying for the free-agent market.  The money saved on these players has helped General Manager Joe Cox assemble the contending team that takes the field in 2001.

 

Last year the starting pitching for this team kept them out of the title, but not out of the hunt.  GM Cox has addressed that situation in the offseason and goes into the draft with a good stable of guns.  Schilling is the ace.  Sean Estes and Kris Benson both know how to pitch, and Brad Penny and Rick Ankiel, if they continue to improve, make for an explosive 1-5 starting pitching staff.  In relief Matt Mantei and Antonio Alfonseca shut down games and barring injury, basically guarantee the Gamecox that they 

will be in the top three or four in the saves category at the end of the season.  The Scottnel Suns are in the Gamecox division and match up Armando Benitez and Jeff Shaw against the Gamecox firemen.  It will be an interesting race to see who can out-save who in that division.

 

On offense the Gamecox are just as well balanced and organized as they are in pitching.  They have too many outfielders, but the fortunate thing is that all they do have would be a blessing on any team.  Larry Walker may go back into the draft if GM Cox believes he will follow the same injury bug that has hampered him the past few seasons,  Speaking of injuries, it seems that the 'draining wound' in Adrian Beltre's appendix is not healed and he may miss the beginning of the season.  I don't think it's anything too serious, but I just wanted to use the phrase 'draining wound' in the write-up.  Middle infield is strong with Jose Vidro coming both productive and inexpensively.  Damian Jackson is decent.  Look for the Gamecox to add middle infield help and catchers on draft day, and be in the race for the 

division and league by September.

 

BEAUMONT BEACHCOMBERS

By J.Birkel
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Starters: Woody Williams, Alan Benes

Relievers: Trevor Hoffman

Catchers: 

Corners: Aaron Boone

Middle Infield: Jay Bell, Warren Morris

Outfield:  Chad Hermanson, George Lombard

Farm:  P Nate Bump

The Beaumont Beachcombers enter their first EMOO season as an expansion team really. Former Stranger ownership left the cupboard very bare. There is not one keeper I can see on the Beachcombers current roster. 

Trevor Hoffman is one of the best relievers in baseball. He is the stud closer that every owner covets. If the Beachcombers really want to bring back Hoffman in 2001 I’m sure they could get him at a lower price in the draft. At the very least I doubt you would hear any owner shout out, “Trevor Hoffman 40 cents”! Woody Williams is a reliable starting pitcher that will not kill you in ERA and ratio. He is not worth twelve cents. Morris, Boone, and Bell are all borderline keepers who lean towards the expensive side for what you can expect to get out of them in 2001. Lombard will be a reserve OF at best although he does have some tools. Chad Hermanson is no longer considered a minor leaguer and is definitely not a keeper for twenty cents. 

On the farm P Nate Bump is not exactly considered one of baseballs hottest prospects. 

The current strength of the Beachcombers’ roster is that they may have $2.60 to spend on draft day. The current weakness of the Beachcombers’ roster is also that they may have $2.60 to spend on draft day.

New Beachcomber owner Rob Tague has a fantasy football background similar to current Flyers’ owner Alan France when he entered the league in 1990. Tague is rumored to be a hard working fantasy football owner with an attention to detail. He will have his work cut out for him to turn this team around as he starts from the ground floor. A decent overall showing in 2001 would be a huge accomplishment. A Collins Division Championship would be a minor miracle. 


Some Good Food For Thought About Those "can't miss" Prospects:

By S.Nelson

 

By now I'm sure everyone is scouring over every little bit of baseball information they can get their grubby little hands on.  I thought I'd do a little something different and take us back a little bit to see how some 

prognostications by people in the fantasy industry have turned out. I came across a couple of old fantasy baseball publications from 1992, analyzing who was going to do what that year. Some of what I found is pretty funny today, so I thought I would share it with you. It just goes to show you how off projections on young talent can be sometimes, because after all, the only way to truly see if your prediction of a player's performance worked out is to look at it in hindsight. We'll analyze it position by position. Hope you enjoy it, and it is food for though when the bidding on some of those young prospects gets a little high (like Karl 'Tuffy' Rhodes going for bids of $25 plus his rookie year.)

 

First Base

 

Remember, we're talking 1992 here. Eddie Murray had stolen 10 bases the previous year. Names like John Kruk and Kent Hrbek were among the top five at this position. This one publication had the following to say:

· -Kevin Maas was going to have his breakout year where he hit above .270 and show prodigious power

· -Mark Grace was going to be way overvalued, don't draft him

· -Larry Walker had a good shot at a first base platoon in Montreal, that is, if he was able to beat out John VanderWal

· -David Segui: If anyone ever gives this guy 400 AB, look out (right on here)

· -Reggie Jefferson was going to be the cornerstone of the Indians youthmovement and show eye-popping power, except his ability to hit for average would be in question (of course, the exact opposite turned out to be true)

 

Second Base

 

· -Julio Franco was the top-rated 2B to get this year

· -"There is no question Bill Pecota will rank among the top 10 fantasy second-basemen by the end of the year"

· -Delino DeShields was going to be pushed in Montreal by the emergence of  Matt Stairs?!? (yes, he came up as a second baseman, as did Ron Gant by the way), or Bret Barberie

· -They were pleading for someone to give Jeff Blauser some time ("Please play this guy") so he could be one of the best second basemen out there

 

Shortstop

 

· -Barry Larkin was the best SS out there

· -Mark Lewis is the "real thing" and is ready to assume the position of being "the Indians SS for the next 15 years"

· -Bill Spiers will move itno the top 10 in fantasy SS this year

· -Andujar Cedeno was the NL SS of the future, and the "cornerstone" of the Astros rebuilding. "He has all the offensive tools of a major league star"

· -Jose Offerman will be the "steal of the year, he starts a string of .270-50 SB years now"

 

Third Base

 

· -The top third-basemen were Chris Sabo and Terry Pendleton

· -Gregg Jefferies' numbers at his age (24) were very similar to Pete Rose's, according to this publication (and what were we supposed to infer from that?)

· -Ken Caminiti will never be a third baseman on a fantasy title team

 

Catcher

 

· -The top three were Benito Santiago, Mickey Tettleton, and Matt Nokes

· -Pudge Rodriguez really would need "another 3-4 years" to make a fantasy impact

· -Steve Decker is ready to begin his "reign as the NL catcher of the future"

 

Outfield

 

· -The top three were Barry Bonds, Ken Griffey Jr., and Ruben Sierra

· -Joining those three and Jose Canseco in the top five was Ivan Calderon

· -Felix Jose will only get better from here on out

· -Ray Lankford may have the chance to hit 15 homeruns one day, but he will challenge for the SB crown the next 10 years

· -Juan Gonzalez is the latest version of Ruben Sierra (true, from the standpoint that he is the player that Sierra should have been like as well)

· -Pedro Munoz is the next pure power hitter, at least 20+ homers that year and more from there

· -Chito Martinez (who?) will put up nice numbers for Baltimore

· -Junior Felix is a sleeper (he sure was)

· -Sammy Sosa has 25 homer potential

· -Bernard Gilkey would steal 50 for the next 5 years at least

 

Starters

 

· -Top four; Tom Glavine, Roger Clemens, Jose Rijo and Bill Wegman ?!?

· -Tommy Greene would be the next superstar starter

· -Taking great leaps forward this year would be: Darryl Kile, Scott Scudder, 

· Brian Holman, and Kevin Morton

 

Closers

 

· -The top four: Lee Smith, Dennis Eckersley, Duane Ward, and Todd Frohwirth ?!?

· -Curt Schilling was going to have to pitch himself out of the closer role in Houston

· -John Franco is "aging rapidly" and won't be effective much longer (What year is it now?)

· -Steve Chitren would emerge as Eck's successor in Oakland soon.

 

Prospects

 

· -Andres Santana was a great 60+ steal prospect for San Francisco

· -Rico Brogna was "destined for greatness"

· -David McCarty was a "Frank Thomas clone waiting to happen" (still waiting I gather)

· -Raul Mondesi "may be the real thing"

· -Kenny Lofton "may push Alex Cole out of the Indians CF job"

· -The top 5 starting pitching prospects - Roberto Hernandez, Denny Neagle, Cal Eldred, Willie Banks, and the top one of all - Roger Salkeld.

· -Steve Wapnick would be the "next great closer" for the White Sox.

 

What does this all mean? Aside from giving us all a good chuckle, as Chuck Berry said (and you may have heard in the movie "Pulp Fiction") - "It goes to show you never can tell." It's some food for thought when hearing some tout tell you about the "next big stars" of baseball.

 


FANTASTIC FINISHES

By J. Birkel

Look in this space for the next four issues to follow the top 6 most exciting finishes in the 14 year history of the EMOO League.  This issue spotlights fantastic finish Number 4:

# 4 – 1993 - 


Suns and Hausenffer battle to the wire as the Hausenffer win the league by 2 points. Hausenffer edge Suns by 1 win and end up deadlocked in a tie for batting average at .282. The Suns were 2 wins and a break in the tie in batting average away from their first EMOO Championship, which would not come for another 5 years.

