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TWELFTH EMOO TEAM ANNOUNCED

By S. Nelson

On February 18th it became official and Beaumont Texas was awarded the newest EMOO Team Franchise –The Beaumont Beachcombers.  Rob Tague has been named as Beachcomber GM.  The team begins play in the 2001 season and will join the Herders, Mudhens and Dragon Slayers in the Collins Division.
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As with any new franchise a rush for merchandising rights has ensued, but Beachcomber management has been careful to keep his team’s logo secret up to this point.  “We are looking for the perfect mascot to give to the fans,” GM Tague stated at the press conference in Arizona that welcomed this team to the league.  The Beachcombers enter spring training with only a ragtag skeleton crew of defunct Wayfairing Strangers.  Tague may be waiting to see what kind of players he can bring to this team before deciding on what sort of character the team possesses, and the manner in which that character is expressed and marketed.

Emoo Baseball Bi-Monthly did acquire a tentative team logo but it’s authenticity or validity has yet to be determined.  It is included here as reader interest only.  Tague was unavailable for comment as to whether or not this logo was official property of the Beaumont Beachcombers.

Birkel tells owners not to comment on labor dealings

By Jim Street

MLB.com
 

A high-ranking EMOO League Baseball official acknowledged Monday that Commissioner Jim Birkel has told club owners that he will be the only EMOO official commenting on labor dealings with the players' association at this time.

 

One club executive confirmed a report that said any owner violating that policy will be fined up to $1.

 

"The only thing I can say is the commissioner has made it clear that he is to be the only spokesman on behalf of baseball regarding labor issues," the official in the Commissioner's office said. "The commissioner also has the authority to levy fines at his discretion."

 

The Kittyhawk Herald reported Sunday that Birkel informed the owners at a January meeting in Phoenix, Ariz., that he will be the EMOO spokesman during negotiations with the players' union.  "Jim isn't trying to be a censor," one Flyer's team official told the Herald.

 

"He wants opinions, but he wants them in-house. The union doesn't have to tell the players what to do because they all sing from the same hymnal."

 

The current basic agreement with the players, which has been in effect since the bitter 1994-95 strike that wiped out the '94 Championship and part of the '95 season, expires at the end of this season.

 

With payrolls skyrocketing and the gap between the large- and small-market teams getting wider by the year, owners reportedly are trying to figure out ways of narrowing that gap.

 

EMOO already has experienced a couple of work stoppages, and Birkel apparently believes there is a better chance of reaching an agreement with the union if management has only one voice.

 

"Frankly, the history is that of the owners being all over the map, and that can be a hindrance to negotiations," an unnamed official told the Herald.  "All of us have shot ourselves in the foot at times by talking to the 
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TEAM BY TEAM ANALYSIS

This publication will take the next 3 issues to preview the EMOO teams before they enter draft day.  Each issue will select 1 team from each division and give opinion on strengths and weaknesses for the upcoming season.  This issue looks at the Slayers, Ruxpins and Xpress.  Next issue finishes up with the Kittyhawk Flyers,  Seattle Gamecox and latest addition to the EMOO League the Beaumont Beachcombers.
TENNESEE RUXPINS

By S.Nelson

Starters:  Kyle Farnsworth, Jesus Sanchez, Pedro Astacio, AJ Burnett

Relievers: Mike Williams, Scott Williamson, Scott Sullivan, Wayne Gomes, Jason Christensen, Byun Hyun Kim

Catchers:  Mike Piazza,   

Corners:  Mark Grace, Aramis Ramirez, Todd Zeile    

Middle Infield:   Rafael Furcal, Wilton Guerrero

Outfield:   Reggie Sanders, Bob Abreu, Benny Agbayani, Cliff Floyd, Peter Bergeron

Farm:   Chad Hutchinson, Choo Freeman, 

This team is sticking to the formula that has won them four EMOO Championships – namely stock up on closers, closers-in-waiting, and strong middle relievers that will someday be closers or closers-in-waiting, acquire key players at pivotal positions, forego starting pitching and shoot for the moon on draft day.
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GM Birkel must be under some edict of team owner Teddy R. Ruxpin to spend as little as possible on starting pitching.  It comes as no surprise that his four true starters make a combined $.09, which to this franchise is probably $.05 over budget.  Scott Williamson should probably be included in this starting staff, and Farnsworth perhaps in the middle relief role, but the fact that this team has players that walk that line is indicative of Tennessee pitching philosophy – throw hard, throw strikes and keep your ratio low.  It is anybody’s guess as to who will enter draft day on this pitching staff, all are low priced, all return something, but other then relievers Birkel rarely covets pitching.  Look for Williamson, Farnsworth, Williams and possibly Christensen or Kim to stick.  Burnett will also probably remain employed despite a broken foot suffered in spring training, his recovery time doesn’t look too severe and his price-tag is just perfect for this team.  But it would come as no surprise if Birkel just tossed them all back and started from scratch either.

This teams bread and butter lies in its offense.  GM Birkel likes to get the best players at the hard to man positions.  Mike Piazza at catcher.  Rafael Furcal at shortstop.  Add these two to a five tool guy like Bobby Abreu and an under priced pair in Reggie Sanders and Cliff Floyd and you got the beginnings of a formidable offense.  With plenty of money on draft day to fill in gaps, or trade that excess relief during the season for those gaps that may have been missed the first time round.

Other players of interest that may go into draft day on this team are Aramis Ramirez and Peter Bergeron.  Both have a strong upside and low prices, also both have something to prove – namely that they belong at the major leagues.  The question becomes is 2001 the year that they prove it?  Scanning the Ruxpins’ roster on draft day will determine if GM Birkel believes they can or not.

Don’t look for Mark Grace or Todd Zeile going into the draft with the Ruxpins.  Both can be had cheaper later, although the corner positions are the biggest concern for this team.  Expect it to be addressed on April 8th.

Nothing too exciting in the future on the farm.  The Ruxpins should and will have money to spend wisely on draft day.  The teams biggest strength is that GM Jim Birkel has been at this game for a very long time and rarely makes an error, he will more than likely have this team in contention when September rolls around, but who will be on that team is yet to be determined.

MIDNITE XPRESS

By J.Birkel

Starters: Jimmy Anderson 

Relievers: John Rocker, Steve Kline, Braden Looper, Dan Miceli, John Burkett

Catchers:  Doug Mirabelli 

Corners: Chris Truby, Fernando Tatis

Middle Infield:  Ricky Guttierez

Outfield:  Ken Griffey Jr., Geoff Jenkins

Farm:  Corey Patterson, Adam Everett, Ben Sheets

Will 2001 be the year the ten-ton monkey is lifted off the Xpress’ back? Will this be the year the curse of 1992 is ended? Is this the Y2K pitching staff we have been hearing about for years? If so is Jimmy Anderson the pitcher of the new millenium?

Xpress owner Craig Gill has vowed that 2001 will be a different year for the Xpress. He has made a commitment to winning in the here and now. He has several reasons to win in 2001. The new Northwest division contains two old rivals that the Xpress would like to deliver payback in 2001. In state rival Scottnel Suns in which the division is not only at stake but the Exxon Valdez Memorial Cup for the bragging rights of Alaska. The Xpress have never won the cup now in its fourth year of existence.  Another old rival is the Hawaiian Laze who like a thief in the night stole away the 1992 EMOO Championship from the Xpress after winning in a tiebreaker. It’s as close as the Xpress ever got and some say the team is still reeling. 

If I have to give a grade to the current Xpress roster I will give them an incomplete. There is work to be finished and Xpress owner Craig Gill will do that work between now and 4PM on Sunday April 8th. 

[image: image6.png]


The roster as it stands heading into the draft has some promise. The teams’ strength at this stage lies in its top 3 offensive keepers. Ken Griffey Jr. is a wise use of the Xpress’ dollar even at 41 cents. The average should rebound and 50 home runs and 20 steals are very realistic. Geoff Jenkins is a bargain at 10 cents and should kick in 30 home runs and 100 RBI even though the new Miller Park will be more of pitchers park. Fernando Tatis will get more at bats in Montreal and will benefit from batting behind Vladimir Guerrero. The home runs and RBI will be there for Tatis but the average will continue to be sub par until Tatis cuts down on his swing sacrificing power to make contact more. The steals are gone for good as Tatis has eaten himself into a single digit base stealer. Besides these three Guttierez at a penny is not a bad keeper at SS. Catcher Doug Mirabelli should not make the cut as he will get 250 – 300 at bats in San Francisco and single handedly take a team out of batting average. Chris Truby may add some power as well getting at bats by default in Houston’s Enron field but at what cost to a team’s batting average? His on base percentage was only .295 and he showed poor plate discipline. It’s a catch 22. The more at bats Truby gets the more his weaknesses will be exposed.

The pitching staff boasts one closer in the fold in John Rocker. Rocker rebounded from an awful start in 2000 to have a decent second half. He will still struggle at times but should be good for 25+ saves at least. Steve Kline should benefit from the move to St. Louis. Look for Tony LaRussa to use him the way he did Rick Honeycutt in the A’s heydays of the late 1980’s. He should be good for 5 – 10 saves from the left side of LaRussa’s bullpen. The rest of the staff are borderline keepers at best. Looper may stick based on his price and potential. 

On the farm the Xpress will receive help right away from pitcher Ben Sheets. Sheets is ready for the bigs as evidenced by his domination of AA, AAA, and Cuban hitters. Miller Park will aid his transition as well. Other help will arrive from OF Corey Patterson. It’s not the kind of help you may think though. Patterson is not ready to hit big league pitching. Just look at the numbers. He is not selective enough at the plate and is not adept at hitting major league off speed pitches. He also must learn to hit left-handed pitching. He batted .195 against left handers in the minor leagues! In my opinion Patterson will be a special player but it might not happen until 2003 or so. Patterson will be most helpful to the Xpress in a potential pennant race. He may help the team the most by being traded in the dump for help in the present should the Xpress contend. Sheets may be ticketed for this fate as well. Houston SS Adam Everett at this stage of his career could not hit his way out of a wet paper bag. 

The Xpress have a decent keeper list heading into the draft. With a good showing on April 8th there is no reason to think that the Xpress can’t contend in 2001. Can you imagine the Xpress leading going into September? If they did I know for a fact that I along with many other owners in this league would become Xpress fans for those last couple of months. That would be something. 2001 EMOO Champions – The Midnite Xpress? It could happen.
Pete’s Dragon Slayers

By S. Nelson

Starters:
Randy Johnson, Russ Ortiz, Kyle Peterson, Javier Vasquez, Tom Glavine, Robert Person, Kerry Wood

Relievers:
 Mike Jackson

Catchers:
Ramon Castro, Carlos Hernandez, Jason LaRue

Corners:
Greg Colbrunn, Bill Mueller, Mike Lowell, Jeff Cirillo

Middle Infield:
Craig Biggio

Outfield:
Jay Payton, Derek Bell, Milton Bradley

Farm:
Kurt Ainsworth, Nick Neugebauer, Brad Baisley


The Dragon Slayers are sort of the leagues bizarro-version of the Tennesee Ruxpins.  This team is all about pitching and struggles in the offense department.  First year GM Pete Pedersen assembled an amazing staff in 2000, nearly to the point of overkill in starting pitching.  It will be interesting to see if he keeps the same amount of budget into his pitching at the sake of his offense in 2001 or if he shifts gears slightly as the team feels out the league more.

Of course there is no arguing the production that staff put out, when 98 Rookie of the Year Kerry Wood is your weakest starter that means you must have done something right.  Saves were a team issue in 2000 and still need to be addressed on draft day – Mike Jackson isn’t exactly a ‘thriller’ in the saves department.

Investing money into pitching means you need to take away from your offense.  Compound that by the fact that $.33 was spent on Craig Biggio for an off-par year and it begins to become apparent why this team didn’t contend for it all in 2000.
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Bright spots are a stud offensive weapon Jeff Cirillo at third, and inexpensive players like Mueller, Lowell and Jay Payton.  Derek Bell may even be a bargain at $.16 if he can avoid the leg injuries that have plagued him the last couple of seasons.  Greg Colbrunn is another inexpensive player but may not be seeing a lot of playing time in ’01 due to a bad platoon situation log jam in Arizona, too many players at only one position.

This same exact thing is occurring on the Dragon Slayers other corner – third base.  They have three guys for one bag.  Unless GM Pedersen plans to keep one of these third baggers as his utility player look for him to possibly package one in a trade for similar offense at a different position before draft day.  He could seriously use some team speed.  

No help at catcher as all three of these players could be had for same or less price come draft day.  Milton Bradley is interesting in the outfield, he’s a tools guy but may not produce in 2001.  Look for him by 2002.  He’s the only future player that is riding this team, as the other three pitchers in no way can crack this superb staff.


ROTO ECONOMICS 

The Great Rotisserie Debate – How much should I spend on pitching

By J. Birkel

This is a follow up article to Scott’s article in the last issue – Roto Economics the pitching problem. Everyone in the league has an opinion on this subject. Here are the facts from 1997 to present.

1997

Big Spender on pitching- 1997 Scottnel Suns spent 35% of their $2.60 budget on their pitching staff. Bulk of that spent on Greg Maddux, Curt Schilling, and Mark Wohlers. Maddux at 37 cents turned out to be a bargain believe it or not with a 2.20 ERA, 0.95 ratio, and 19 wins. Net result – 3rd place. 

Low spender on pitching – 1997 Flyers budgeted 14% toward pitching. They spent a whopping 86% of their funds on offense. Net result – 8th place and 12 offensive points. That’s right 12 offensive points. This is one of those freak happenings of nature like 3 headed babys. I’m sure this is a draft Flyers’ ownership would like to be long forgotten. 

Notes:  Eventual 1997 Champion Mooners spent 32% of their loot on draft day to net 39 of possible 40 pitching points. Staff included Brantley, Hoffman, Glavine, and R. Martinez.  

1998

Big spender on pitching – Midnite Xpress made a major commitment towards pitching to the tune of 41%. Tried to follow the Mooner dynasty of 1995 – 1997 by filling his staff with 4 pitchers from the 97 Mooners including Schilling, Martinez, and Acevedo. Net result – 8th place and the 6th most pitching points in the league. 14 dismal offensive points. 

Low spender on pitching – Nerz Herders at 23%. 10 points in pitching and a 10th place overall finish in their first year as an expansion team. 

Notes:  1998 EMOO Champion Scottnel Suns allocated 35% towards pitching once again riding the right arm of Greg Maddux to 37 out of 48 possible pitching points. Mooners had the top staff with 41.5 points in pitching spending 34% and finishing 4th overall.

1999

Big spender on pitching – In the Herders’ initial year they went to the thrift store to man their staff. Herder owner Paul Nerz not pleased with the results went to the mall for his 99 staff. Herders believing in the age old theory that pitching is half the game spent 51% of their budget towards hurlers. Hampton, Smoltz, Nen, and Ashby were paid $1.01 combined or 39% of the team’s entire budget. None of them enjoyed what would be considered career years. Results were decent as the Herders finished in 5th place just 1.5 points away from their first money finish in their second year after joining the league as an expansion team in 1998. Their pitching staff however was average at best finishing in the middle of the pack as a guy by the name of Mark McGwire belted 65 home runs and 147 RBI to carry the offense. 

Low spender on pitching – Kittyhawk Flyers came out of the 1999 draft spending 20% of their money towards pitching. 9% of their entire budget alone went to Tom Glavine. Result was a 8th place finish overall. Team boasted the 7th best pitching staff in the league. Offense did not carry the slack though finishing 6th overall in offense. 

Notes: 1999 EMOO Champion Smart Alecs spent 25% on pitching. They finished with the best staff overall but that was after in season acquisitions of Randy Johnson and Kevin Brown. 

2000

Big Spender on pitching – 2000 Mudhens spent 45% of their draft day funds on their staff. Maddux, Reynolds, and Nen accounted for 32% of their entire budget. Nen was the only one truly worth the money in 2000. Cunningham got what he paid for as the Mudhens nabbed 37 of the possible 44 pitching points in route to a 2nd place finish. Offense was lower middle of the pack with a 7th place finish overall. 

Low spender on pitching – 2000 Wayfarin Strangers spent 61 cents but they did not show up to the draft. The 2000 Ruxpins spent 18% of their budget towards their staff. Matt Clement at 12 cents was the big money earner on this staff. Ruxpins finished in the pack pitching wise ending up tied for 5th. Offense was the best in the league however garnishing 43 of the possible 44 offensive points along with the EMOO Championship. 

Notes:  The second and third best staffs behind the Mudhens – the Xpress and the Dragon Slayers finished 8th and 9th overall. The other top offenses in the league behind the Ruxpins – The Laze, Flyers, and the Gamecox finished 7th,4th, and 4th respectivly.

What does all this mean? One conclusion you can draw is that in the recent past a team has not spent a huge chunk of its money on draft day on pitching and won the league. The Mudhens came close in 2000 spending 45% and finishing only 8 points away from their first EMOO Championship. The most any team has spent post expansion is 35% in 1998 to win the league.  This supports most so called experts’ claims that a solid strategy is to spend 30 – 35% of your draft day budget on pitching. 

My opinion is there are no absolutes. While I believe it is a sound strategy to under spend on pitching and bulk up on offense there are no guarantees that this will hold up. If the high strike zone is enforced in 2001 the power pitcher may make a comeback. Also if the league as a whole begins to adhere to the philosophy of undermining the value of pitching who’s to say that someone might come into the 2001 draft and stock their staff with great buys on pitching. They then could go on to net most of the points in pitching along with a mediocre offense. They could ride their golden arms all the way to an EMOO Championship. Mark my words it could happen. The league as a whole is primed for it to happen.  

One final note. Think Scottnel Suns owner Scott Nelson adheres to the experts’ policy of 30 – 35% of your budget should be spent on pitching? In 1997, 1998, and 2000 Nelson spent exactly 35% of his budget on pitching. In 1999 Nelson must have walked away from the draft furious with himself after deviating from that strategy and spending only 32% of his total budget on pitching. During this four year time period the Suns average finish was in the money at 4th. This stretch included one EMOO Championship along with a 3rd place finish in 1997. Their lowest finish during the 4 year stretch – 1999 when they made the grievous error of spending only 32% of their total budget on pitching and finished 7th.

  Shouldn’t everyone play for this year?

By J.Birkel

It’s the question that every EMOO owner asks himself while preparing for the draft. Should I play to win this year or build for the future? 

Some teams decide to enter the draft with an eye towards rebuilding. Their strategy is to pay big prices for 3 or 4 big time players. Players like Griffey, Bonds, Maddux, and Nen. They also draft many low priced players with possible upside potential. Players that may be cheap now but also may be the stars of the future. Guys like Ankiel, Penny, Wood, and Petrick. Then around July when the contending teams come calling the plan is to trade your high priced big ticket players for cornerstone undervalued players in an attempt to enter the next years draft with a nice keeper list. 

Is rebuilding overrated? Did any of the past 5 winners rebuild the year before they won the championship? The 1996 Mooners, 1997 Mooners, 1998 Suns, and 2000 Ruxpins did not. 

The 1999 Smart Alecs did. Sort of. In July of 1998 they made two trades with an eye towards the 1999 season. In deals with the Strangers and Xpress the Smart Alecs moved high priced players (Bonds 42, Brian Jordan with a 98 contract, and Doug Jones 22) for lower priced players building for 1999 (Jose Guillen 13, Matt Morris 10, and Manny Alexander 6). This was in no way a full-scale build for next year strategy by the Smart Alecs. In fact Smart Alecs’ owner Alex Wassem changed the direction of his team a couple times during the 98 season flirting with contending. The Smart Alecs eventually finished 3rd.  Did this help the Smart Alecs win in 99? Simply put – no. Jose Guillen was the only player kept by the Smart Alecs heading into the 99 draft. He went on to hit 3 home runs and get traded to Tampa Bay during the 1999 season. Morris had Tommy John surgery before the 1999 season and was released by the Smart Alecs prior to the 99 draft. Alexander was let go during the 98 winter waivers. 

It’s safe to say that no team in the last 5 years has successfully pulled off the “play for next year” strategy. I believe that it was a more effective strategy in the past more so than the present. The present is an information age. 10 years ago an EMOO owner did not have the Internet, Baseball Weekly, and numerous fantasy publications. There was a time when an EMOO owner’s major research tool was Bill Mazeroski’s Baseball Annual Magazine. If you were rebuilding in the past it was easier to draft a promising young player at a decent price as well as target undervalued talent in the dump. There simply was not as much information available to EMOO owners and some of them just were not as informed as they are today. In 1990 owners became aware of a promising young player when he hit the big leagues and started to perform well. In 2001 we have heard about the same type of guy 3 years ago when he first broke into A ball.  There are very few secrets anymore. 

Can it be done? I think so. I think the strategy is sound. Should you try it in 2001? The Major League Baseball Players Association’s collective bargaining agreement expires following the 2000 season. Many experts believe there is a good chance for a lock out by the owners beginning with spring training in 2001.  Simply put there may not be baseball in 2001. The EMOO League will of course have to deal with this if it happens. There are many questions that would have to be answered. Are player’s contracts frozen or does the clock keep ticking? If the players play a 40 game season will the EMOO League recognize it as a season? One question to ponder for all owners is if I want to play for next year will there be a next year to play for? 

FANTASTIC FINISHES

By J. Birkel

Look in this space for the next five issues to follow the top 6 most exciting finishes in the 14 year history of the EMOO League.  This issue spotlights fantastic finish Number 5:

# 5 – 1988 - 

Trailing by 4.5 points heading into the last month of the season to the Ninth Wave dynasty of the late 80’s the Ruxpins rally to win the title by 1.5 points. Ruxpin closer Jim Gott is declared the MVP as his surprise emergence as the Pirates closer is the difference. The Wave decide that if you can not beat em trade for em as they acquire Gott in an offseason trade with the Ruxpins for 3B Chris Sabo. Gott blows his arm out in his first relief appearance of 1989.


