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WINTER MEETING MET WITH STORM OF TRADES 

Owners of the Eight Men Out of Omaha Baseball league met this weekend for their annual meetings.  Agendas were discussed regarding the upcoming season including the new three division format Commissioner Birkel implemented, new league funding policy and the search for a new team owner to replace the vacant spot once taken by the Wayfarin’ Strangers.  

Sunday, April 8th was designated to be the date for the annual draft and will take place at 8 AM.  Teams must have their rosters trimmed to no more than 15 players by 10 PM on April 4th.

But the main topic of interest at this years owner’s meeting seemed to be trading.  It’s been several years since the winter produced such a flurry of players being swapped about.  Some of the notables being exchanged include:  

· Al Leiter, Barry Bonds and Jason Kendall going to the Hawaiian Laze

· Quilvio Veras to the Kittyhawk Flyers

· Mark Kotsay, Robin Ventura and Ron Belliard to the Scottnel Suns

· AJ Burnett and Byun Hyun Kim to the Tennessee Ruxpins

· Fernando Tatis,  Ben Sheets, Geoff Jenkins and Ken Griffey Jr to the Xpress

· Chan Ho Park, Javy Lopez, Luis Gonzalez and Scott Elarton to the Mooners

· Kris Benson and Tom Goodwin to the Seattle Gamecox

Other players were also exchanged.  Note:  not one GM that attended left with the same team he came in with.  Activity like this has not occurred since the early years of the EMOO League.  Indeed an interesting way to begin the 2001 season.
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TEAM BY TEAM ANALYSIS

This publication will take the next 4 issues to preview the EMOO teams before they enter draft day.  Each issue will select 1 team from each division and give opinion on strengths and weaknesses for the upcoming season.  This issue looks at the Laze, Mooners and Herders.

[image: image4.png]



HAWAIIAN LAZE

Starters:  Matt Clement, Darren Dreifort, Al Leiter, Jason Schmidt

Relievers:  Denny Graves, John Franco

Catchers:  Jason Kendall, Damian Miller, Ben Petrick

Corners:  Scott Rolen, Geoff Blum

Middle Infielders:  Mark Grudzielanek

Outfielders:  Tony Gwynn, Jeffrey Hammonds, Richard Hidalgo, Danny Batista, Todd Hollandsworth, Barry Bonds, John Vanderwal

Farm:  Mike Meyers and Pat Strange

The addition of Al Leiter to this starting staff was a move in the right direction, Hawaii needs to see improvements from Matt Clement on last year’s numbers.  Graves is solid in relief, with Franco picking up spot saves here and there, but definitely valuable for his age, salary and veteran leadership.  Graves should learn a lot from the spunky New Yowr-ker.  

Offense is the name of the game thus far for the Laze.  Power and average should be easy to come by.  GM Richard Wyllie may have traded himself into a corner as he has too many catchers and outfielders and not enough positions to play them.  Look for him to deal from surplus to shore up deficits in other areas, namely infield or starting pitching.  
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No immediate help from the farm system.

SCRUFFY LOOKING NERZ HERDERS


Starters:  Adam Eaton, Pat Hentgen, John Smoltz, Odalis Perez, Scott Downs

Relief:  Mike Remlinger, Dave Veres, Ron Villone

Catchers:  Joe Girardi

Corners:  Derrick Lee, Matt Williams

Middle Infield:  Pokey Reese, Terry Shumpert

Outfielders:  Marquis Grissom, Julio Lugo, Armando Rios, Darryl Hamilton

Farm:  Hee Seop Choi, Jimmy Rollins, Kevin Nicholson, Jason Grilli, Jung Bong

The Nerz Herders are somewhere between a rebuilding year and potential dark horse money team.  They have a couple young  and inexpensive players to build around in Reese and Lee.  The rebounding ability of both John Smoltz and Odalis Perez is key to whether GM Paul Nerz decides to play for this year, or shoot for a 2001 run.  Best pitcher on staff is Dave Veres who will rack up the saves, EBBM predicts he gets a contract extension before April 4th deadline.

Team strength lies in its versatility.  GM Nerz has luxury to wait out other owners and see how their strategy builds before draft day in deciding whether he wants to build or contend for 2001.  Should he decide to play for this year he has good solid corners, with a leader in Matt Williams at third.   If he plays his cards right at draft day he could build a solid winner.  Biggest weakness is the outfield which requires serious attention.

On the farm look for Hee Seop Choi and Jason Grilli to be up with the team by next year.  Perhaps a hint that Nerz may be aiming for 2002.

MOONERS

Starters:  Chan Ho Park, Scott Elarton, Andy Benes

Relievers:  Octavio Dotel, Curt Leskanic, Gabe White

Catchers:  Javy Lopez, Henry Blanco

Corners:

Middle Infield:  Eric Young

Outfield:  Bruce Aven, Luis Gonzalez, Marvin Benard

Farm:  Chad Meyers

The Mooners had a successful winter meeting, wisely lifting the no-trade moratorium that GM Roger Minnick had established the last couple years.  The Mooners added a bit of meat to the skeleton crew team they had coming into the meeting.  Gone was Geoff Jenkins, and John Vanderwal but the gains in return were Javy Lopez, Chan Ho Park, Scott Elarton, Luis Gonzalez and Marvin Benard.  

Mooners strength going into the draft is plenty of salary cap room to play with.  Starting pitching and outfield are the brightest spots on this team.  Javy Lopez is one of only a few offensive catchers in the league, always a statistical boost.

Weaknesses are lack of any cornermen and reliable relief pitching.  Curt Leskanic is a far cry from the salad days of Brantley and Hoffman during the Mooner Dynasty in the mid-90’s.  Gabe White may wind up with more saves then Leskanic by end of season.

On the farm Chad Meyers will see little to no playing time in 2001.  He’s got some leadoff speed, but the presence of Eric Young at second base bars him from much playing.  A move to the outfield may be in the cards and up his value.

Look for summaries of the Suns, Alecs and Mudhens next issue.


FUNDING CONCERNS

League treasury and funding issues are a hot topic of conversation.  This year will mark the first year the league adapts a straight fund fee, as opposed to generating revenues via trades and contracts.  A tentative system is in place, but Commissioner Birkel is looking for further ideas from owners and general managers to make the process simple and fair for all involved.

Debate floats around the issues of how much money each owner should pay for draft day.  Money required to keep league operative both from an administrative standpoint and reward standpoint for the league winner.  Other issues from this new system is the conflict that arises from old system of contract negotiations and it’s incompatibility with a flat fee process.  Mooner’s owner/gm Roger Minnick seems to have chaired a committee to consult all rules and processes and should have more ideas at a later date for review by the commissioner’s office and league.

COLLINS DIVISION HOME TO NEW/OLD TEAM


Interviews are being made in several cities as to who will house the aptly named Wayfairin’ Strangers.  This franchise has been in disarray for several years and the league is being very cautious to ensure that the right ownership team takes over.  

“I have decided, no matter where this franchise settles, to place the Strangers in the Collins Division.”  Commissioner Birkel stated from his palatial Tennessee office.  “For scheduling reasons it made sense to keep the Pacific Rim teams in one division, and the Southern/Atlantic teams in another.    

