HOW THEY SHAKE OUT

Here are the final standings as played on paper with the Delorean statistics for a full year (with the Suns statistics modified for counting Craig Wilson twice earlier).  All divisions fall in place as predicted earlier with the exception of the West – which sees the Gamecox finish ahead of the Express despite the Express beating them in the majority of categories.  The Gamecox dominant pitching keeps them ahead of the more balanced Australians.

Hawaii takes the West and the first seed in the playoffs.  The Ruxpins win the South and the third seed, while the Slayers win the Collins and the fourth.  The Scottnel Suns overcome a horrific April and take the wildcard and a second place seed.

My own predictions on the playoff results (and not those of the Delorean Emu) follow the overall statistics below.
EMOO STANDINGS
OFFENSE
PITCHING
TOTAL

PTS. BACK
Hawaiian Laze

35

39

74

---

Scottnel Suns

32.5

38

72.5

1.5

Tennessee Ruxpins
37

26.5

63.5

10.5

Dragon Slayers

33

28

61

13

Nerz Herders

17.5

38

55.5

18.5

Mooners


30

24

54

20

Toledo Mudhens

29

22

51

23

Seattle Gamecox

9

40

49

25
Smart Alecs

20

26

46

28

Outback Express

35

10.5

45.5

28.5
Mighty Untouchables
16.5

12

28.5

45.5

Hoboken Hasenpfeffer
15.5

8

23.5

50.5
BATTING AVERAGE
12
Express

.284

10.5
Suns

.282

10.5
Hoboken
.282

9
Laze

.281

8
Mooners

.278

7
Slayers 

.277

6
Ruxpins

.275

5
Mudhens
.274

4
Alecs 

.272

2.5
Untouchables
.271

2.5
Herders

.271

1
Gamecox 
.268

HOME RUNS
12
Ruxpins

286

11
Express

263

10
Mudhens
221

9
Slayers

217

8
Laze

216

7
Alecs

197

6
Suns 

195

5
Mooners

194

4
Untouchables
188

3
Herders

182

2
Gamecox
171

1
Hoboken
162

RUNS BATTED IN

12
Ruxpins

970

11
Express

896

10
Slayers

864

9
Mudhens
851

8
Laze 

814

7
Suns

796

6
Alecs

771

5
Mooners

764

4
Untouchables
729

3
Hoboken
669

2
Gamecox 
667

1
Herders

656

STOLEN BASES

12
Mooners

165

11
Herders

162

10
Laze

148

9
Suns

132

8
Slayers

131

7
Ruxpins

128

6
Untouchables
124

5
Mudhens
100

4
Gamecox
88

3
Alecs

79

2
Express

75
1
Hoboken
72
WINS
12
Gamecox
109

11
Herders

92

10
Suns

89

9
Alecs 

86

8
Slayers

84

7
Laze

83

6
Mudhens
77

5
Untouchables
76

4
Hoboken
71

3
Ruxpins

63

1.5
Mooners

60

1.5
Express

60

SAVES

12
Herders

80

11
Mooners

78

10
Laze

69

9
Slayers

66

8
Ruxpins

61

7
Suns

48

6
Gamecox
44

5
Express

42

4
Mudhens
40

3
Alecs

37

2
Untouchables
26

1
Hoboken
14

ERA

12
Laze

3.44

11
Suns

3.48

10
Gamecox
3.60

9
Alecs

3.64

8
Ruxpins

3.75

7
Slayers

3.82

6
Mudhens
3.84

5
Herders

3.86

4
Mooners

3.88

3
Untouchables
4.03

2
Express

4.14

1
Hoboken
4.60

WHIP
12
Gamecox
1.24

10
Suns

1.27

10
Laze

1.27

10
Herders

1.27

7.5
Mooners

1.30

7.5
Ruxpins

1.30

6
Mudhens
1.32

5
Alecs

1.33

4
Slayers

1.35

2
Express

1.40

2
Untouchables
1.40

2
Hoboken
1.40

[image: image1.jpg]


First Round

LAZE VS. DRAGON SLAYERS 

Laze win in batting average, steals, ERA, ratio.

Slayers win in homeruns, rbis, wins, saves.

This is almost too close to call.  Consulting the playoff rules I see that ties will be awarded to the team with the better regular season record.  As a result the Laze squeak by the Slayers in a tough match.
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SUNS VS. RUXPINS

Suns win in batting average, wins, ERA

Ruxpins win in homeruns, rbis, steals, saves, ratio 

Suns got to the wildcard based on strong pitching and offense from a few key players.  In a head-to-head match, the team where the statistics are spread over a larger amount of players will be more likely to win.  This is the case as the Ruxpins easily defeat the Suns.

Championship

HAWAIIAN LAZE VS. TENNESSEE RUXPINS

Laze win batting average, steals, wins, saves, ERA, ratio
Ruxpins win homeruns, rbis
The Ruxpins' middle-relief pitching strategy fails as the team comes up against an opponent whose starters can match them pitcher for pitcher in ERA and Ratio.  Kim and Jiminez prove a better closing duo than Gagne and Stewart (who is only mopping up spot saves at this point in the year).  

The Tennessee big bats are there (as they have been all year), but it is not enough to stop the high batting averages of Kent, Renteria and Guerrero – and that is not even mentioning their speed.

As is fitting, the team that would have won using the old scoring system wins in the new system.  The Hawaiian Laze take home their third EMOO Championship which has been 11 years in the making.

Next year the league is set to switch to the 5x5 scoring style but there is an outcry during the winter for a return to the traditional scoring system – mass hysteria ensues.  
One owner quits the league, and another one returns from a long hiatus.  
Kaz Matsui is traded by the Mudhens to the Express for Jim Thome and Juan Cruz (who is set to close for the Cubs in 2004).  Matsui gets signed by the Dodgers and ends up sitting pretty in the ultra-roster of the Toledo Mudhens, who got him back from another trade with the Express – this time it is Timo Perez and Rocky Biddle for Kaz Matsui and Tony Armas.   
Biddle gets moved into a starter role for the San Juan Expos at the start of next season and is out of baseball altogether by May 2004.  Cruz collects 48 saves as he helps drive the Cubs to the World Series where they lose to the Athletics who repeat for their second MLB championship in as many years.
I could be wrong.  
Maybe I'm looking too far ahead?  
Maybe we better play the games this year and see how they shake out.
