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History of the Work Among the Kabiye
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Brett and April met at Harding University where they attended the same Bible study on Wednesday nights.  After being friends for a few years, they began dating.  Within a few short months, they were engaged and later married on September 1st, 2001.  At that time they were a part of a church planting team moving to California, and they led two Spring Break Campaigns to the Los Angeles area during their first 2 years of marriage. As that door was closed, God opened one for Africa. 

 During the summer of 2003, they spent six weeks on an internship to Kara, Togo through the guidance of the missions department at Harding.  The experience captured their hearts, and they began the process that brought them to where they are now as members of the Kabiye Team. Their time in Togo gave them exposure to true missionary life through village visits, language learning, family time, and new cultural experiences.
Throughout their individual lives and as a couple they have been actively involved in ministry and have answered God’s calling to work for His kingdom.   They believe God is directing them to Africa to use their talents in areas of leadership, teaching, and enthusiasm to bless the Kabiye people and their fellow team members.  Brett will be involved full time in learning language and working in the villages, and April will use her time in Kara as a teacher for the missionary children and a worker in the women’s ministry.
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Togo is one of the thirteen former French colonies in West Africa.  Togo contains more than 40 people groups with distinct languages and cultures, making it one of the most diverse countries in the world.  The current government has been in power for 30 years and provides some level of stability, a factor that is important in a new mission effort.
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The Kabiye team, comprised of the Kennell, Miller, Neal, Reeves, and Ries families, moved to Kara, Togo in August of 2000 to begin a work among the Kabiye people.  Kara is the principal city of the Kabiye and second largest city in Togo (largest city being Lome, the capital). The Kabiye are the second largest people group in Togo, numbering over 800,000.  They are an animistic people group with an estimated less than 5% of the population claiming any type of Christian affiliation.  Several groups of interns and missionaries made survey trips to the Kabiye in the 1990’s and highly recommended they be targeted for evangelistic outreach.  The Kabiye team (now only 4 families) is currently in their 4th year of a church planting movement among the Kabiye people.


(as pictured beginning at left)
· Don, Jane, Mary Claire, Peter, Rachel, & Honor Neal

· David, Becky, Hannah, Elijah, & Gabriel Reeves 
· Bryan, Tracey, Isaac, Graham & Owen Ries
· Matt, Andrea, Abby,  Aiden, & Asher Miller

Sponsoring Churches

Matt & Andrea Miller

Homewood Church of Christ

265 W. Oxmoor Rd

Birmingham, AL 35209

 (205) 942-5683 
Don & Jane Neal

Donelson Church of Christ

 2706 Old Lebanon Road

 Nashville, TN 37214

 (615) 883-6666

David & Becky Reeves

Richland Church of Christ

 933 Thayer Dr.

 Richland, WA  99352  

 (509) 946-1658

Bryan & Tracey Ries

Preston Road Church of Christ

6409 Preston Rd. 

Dallas, TX 75205

 (214) 526-7221

The Kabiye team has begun a church planting movement among the Kabiye people that we pray will allow every Kabiye person to have the opportunity to hear the Gospel proclaimed in their own language and have a church near-by where they can worship.  To fulfill this goal, the team has adopted a three-part strategy designed to plant and mature Kabiye churches that will then reach out to neighboring villages and, eventually, other people groups in Togo and West Africa.  The three parts of this strategy are Initial Evangelism, Church Maturation, and Leadership Development.

Each stage of this strategy is designed to be reproducible and culturally relevant, so that it can be used by Kabiye Christians to continue and expand the work of God.  The ultimate goal is for Kabiye Christians to plant and mature Kabiye Churches independent of the missionaries.  More information of this development and its effectiveness with the current churches in Kabiye land can be provided.




We believe God has done much to prepare the hearts of the Kabiye for His message.  Through faith, prayer, and tools such as the newly translated Kabiye New Testament, the Kabiye Team can see God making eternal changes in the hearts and lives of the Kabiye people.  Those who fearfully serve a distant god whom they believe has left the world under the control of spirits are learning to draw near to the One True God who loves them deeply.  Living churches are being planted, and almost 200 souls have been won in just over a year of evangelism.

With God’s help, the team has learned the language and culture of the Kabiye, learning to understand their ways of living and thinking.  This ongoing process is key to developing deep relationships with the people.  Most importantly we are witnessing Christ growing in the lives of Kabiye Christians, transforming traditional Kabiye people into citizens of the Kingdom of God.  We will continue to plant churches that will be independent from foreign money and forms, but dependent upon the God who sustains all of His people.  These new Christians are even planting new churches among their own people!!!  One day we will see them standing with us before the throne of God when Christ returns!

Brett:  My main goal while living in Kara will be to bring Kabiye men, women, and children to Christ. I love the simplicity of this goal, but I also realize that its accomplishment will at times be complex and difficult.  My main tasks during the first 6 months to 1 year of our time in Kara will be learning the language and studying the culture and customs of the people. This process will be aided greatly by two factors: our previous time spent in Kara during internship and the 4 years of experience held by my teammates. During this time, I also see myself working side by side with the other men on the team, going to villages to teach lessons, working on development projects, and forming bonds with the Kabiye people.  

After 1 year, I hope to be able to begin strengthening relationships and evangelizing in a more independent role, while still working along side and being mentored by my more experienced teammates.  In addition to these main tasks, I want to be open to new opportunities to serve the Kabiye that may arise while we live among them. I recently learned of a new university that has opened in Kara, which would be a great way to engage young people and be involved in the community at large. I am also interested in working with the people on new development projects, partnering with them to improve their quality of life.  I am so thankful that the Lord has allowed me to join Him in this work, and I pray that I can bear much fruit as I serve the Kabiye people with all of my heart. 
April:  My first priority in my work in Kara is to be a supportive wife to my husband in a way that allows him to be the most effective missionary to the Kabiye.  God has also placed a desire in my heart to serve Him by serving the missionaries on the Kabiye team.  Each of them has an important role in which they could be more effective if their children’s education was something they didn’t need to be planning for daily.  I feel I could be a blessing to the team by teaching the children during our first few years of work in Kara.  I also plan on beginning language learning as soon as possible, and picking up my learning pace as time allows.  As our time continues and we have children, my focus will be directed more to my family, and opportunities will arise for me to assist the women of our team in reaching the Kabiye women and children for Christ.  My prayer is that I will be able to discover new ways to use my talents in Kara that haven’t been thought of yet.

As a couple, we feel the Lord will use us to bless our team in many ways.  Being young, we hope to bring fresh enthusiasm to encourage and remind our teammates why they became Kabiye missionaries.   Within the first few years, before we have our own children, we plan on blessing our team by being available to keep their children whenever they need some time to themselves.   With our computer skills, we hope to assist in improving the team’s web-site and communication ability.  More than anything, our vision is that God will direct us in growing to know Him more in giving love to the Kabiye and our teammates through the life we live.

For more information, visit our website:  www.geocities.com/emersonstogo[image: image11.jpg]
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