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PORTO VELHO, Brazil — The eternal tension between Brazil’s need for economic growth and the
damage that can cause to the environment are nowhere more visible than here in this corner of the western
Amazon region.

More than one-quarter of this rugged frontier state, Rondonia, has been deforested, the highest rate in
the Amazon. Over the years, ranchers, miners and loggers have routinely invaded nature reserves and Indian
reservations.

Now a proposal to build an $11 billion hydroelectric project here on a river that may have the
world’s most diverse fish stocks has set off a new controversy.

How that dispute is resolved, advocates on both sides say, could determine nothing less than Brazil’s
vision of its future at a moment when it is simultaneously facing energy and environmental pressures and
casting envious glances at faster-growing developing countries, like India and China.

Unhappy with Brazil’s anemic rate of growth, President Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva has made the
economy the top priority of his second term, which began in January. Large public works projects, including
the dams here on the Madeira River, are envisioned as one of the best ways to stimulate growth.

“Who dumped this catfish in my lap?” was the president’s irate complaint when he learned recently
that the government’s environmental agency had refused to license the dam projects, according to Brazilian
news reports.

“My impression is that some environmental groups see the authorization of construction as opening
the door to unrestricted entry to the Amazon,” said Antdonio Alves da Silva Marrocos, a leader of the Pro-
Dam Committee, financed by business groups and the state government.

“But if they are able to block this,” he added, “then every other Amazon hydroelectric energy project
is doomed as well.”

Many of the arguments for and against the two dams to be built, Jirau and Santo Antdnio, reprise
those from previous debates in Brazil and elsewhere. Proponents talk of the thousands of jobs to be created
if the dams are built and predict power blackouts if they are not. Opponents warn of damage to the rain
forest and say cheaper, more efficient alternatives are available. (...)

Source: www.nytimes.com

Qual problema brasileiro € descrito no primeiro pardgrafo?
O que tem acontecido no estado de Ronddnia?
O que causou nova controvérsia?

O que pode determinar o futuro do Brasil?

A T

Valendo-se do sexto e sétimo pardgrafos, qual é a reacdo do Presidente Luiz Inicio Lula da
Silva? O que a causou?

6. Quais os argumentos contrdrios apresentados no ultimo paragrafo?



