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SOCIAL MISSIONS OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA

Habitat Mission: Deserving Environment and Housing for everybody.
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This Mission’s goals are the construction of thousands of new housing units. By the year 2021, all Venezuelans will have a house. The program also seeks to develop agreeable and integrated housing zones that make available a full range of social services — from education to healthcare, likening its vision to that of New Urbanism. 
Barrio Adentro Mission.
[image: image2.jpg]



The primary objective of the Barrio Adentro Mission is to guarantee full access to integral health services. Nowadays, this mission embraces between 90 and 100% of the prioritized municipalities. Low income families are exempt from payment of essential medicine.

This program came in to existence thanks to the cooperation treaty between Venezuela and Cuba; a country which is internationally recognized for its high standards of basic health care.

PDVSA’s contribution in 2004 paid for medical supplies and other expenses. Up to May, 2005, 196,900 million bolivars have been assigned to this Project.
For more information about this Bolivarian Government of Venezuela initiative you can visit this website: www.barrioadentro.gov.ve/
Miranda Mission: An Army of the Venezuelan People.
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The program establishes a Venezuelan military reserve composed of ordinary Venezuelan citizens; it also provides needed social benefits to unemployed Venezuelan veterans from poor socioeconomic backgrounds. 
Identity Mission: The right to exist.
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This mission has brought about one of the most recent social benefits, the  registering of 5,076 000 people – out of which more than 600,000 were Venezuelan nationals and the remainder were foreigners who had been living in the country for many years. For the first time, they were all given their identification documents, the first requirement to becoming a Venezuelan citizen; with the right to take part in the electoral process and to enjoy full participation in shaping the future of the nation.

In 2004, PDVSA contributed, with 81,000 million bolivars for the development of this mission which gave an important number of the community, the right to an identity.

You can find more details about this social initiative promoted by the Bolivarian Government of Venezuela in the website: www.misionvenezuela.gov.ve/11Identidad/11Derechoexistir.htm
Miracle Mission: Leaving darkness behind.

This is one of the most significant Social Missions that the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has implemented within the framework of the Bolivarian Alternative for America (ALBA). It is intended to correct or bring back eyesight to six million people from all of the Americas during the next ten years. Those who have been living in darkness for a long time, are being operated on today, free of charge. The main eye ailments treated are cataracts and pterygium. The operations are being carried out in Cuba and will soon be done in Venezuela also, allowing the patients to return to their countries with renewed hopes.

Venezuela and Canada should work together in this Mission in order to reach the established goals of treating 6,000,000 patients, from all over the American continent, during the coming decade. 

Piar Mission: Let’s save the small mining enterprises.
[image: image5.jpg]8.4




The mission falls in line with the current Integral Plan of Sustainable Development for Mining Communities advanced by President Chávez. Executed by the Ministry of Energy and Mines, this Mission seeks to improve the quality of life of small-scale miners while promoting environmental sustainability. It is named after Venezuelan independence hero Manuel Carlos Piar. 
Guaicaipuro Mission: Homeland for the native people.
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Guaicaipuro Mission is a government initiative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, relating to the rights of indigenous peoples and communities as recognized under the framework of the Bolivarian Constitution.

Within its main functions, Guaicaipuro Mission is in charge of guaranteeing agricultural and nutritional needs, in addition to promoting the harmonic and sustainable development of these unique communities with an ethno development vision.

PDVSA   budgeted 22,900 million bolivars to support this mission for the year 2005.  For more information about Guaicaipuro Mission, you can consult its official website: www.misionguaicaipuro.gov.ve/
Mercal Mission: Towards food sovereignty.
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The principle objective of the Mercal program is to guarantee the access of basic food items to low income families in Venezuela by its distribution, commercialization and delivery, as well as by the stimulation of national food production.
The State subsidy to these products is approximately 40%, and in cases of extreme poverty, the distribution is totally free.
In less than a year, the Mercal Mission had reached nearly 75 % of Venezuela’s poor.

In 2004, PDVSA supported the development of this important food supply mission and they backed it with 178,560 million bolivars in that same year. In 2005, the government assigned 634,000 million bolivars from the national budget.

For more information about this mission promoted by the Bolivarian Government, you can visit www.mercal.gov.ve/
Ribas Mission: An antidote to education exclusion.
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True to its motto of “Winning is vital,” the Ribas Mission educational program started on November 17TH 2003, has been an astounding success.
Under the management of PDVSA and the Ministry of Energy and Petroleum, this mission has incorporated a total of 718,309 winners, 31,041 facilitators with 8,174 localities, and 3,797 coordinators working in 29,929 classrooms.

By the end of 2005, 211, 289 students who had previously been unable to complete their secondary education, finalized their studies and graduated as a result of this mission. Now they go out into the world, with their high school diplomas in hand, able to continue on to higher education or better employment.
Between the years 2004 and 2005, this mission has been financed with    915,700 million bolivars to carry out its objectives.
To get more information about this initiative carried out by the Bolivarian Government of Venezuela, you can visit its official website: www.misionribas.gov.ve/mribas/
Robinson Mission I - II : Knowledge has no age.
The program uses volunteers to teach reading, writing, and arithmetic to the more than 1.5 million Venezuelan adults. The program is based on the application of a method “Yes, I can do it” created by the Cuban Prof. Leonela Relys, this method goes from the “known” (numbers) to the “unknown” (letters) based on experiences. It has three stages: training, reading and writing, and consolidation.  The delivery of this Mission, named after Simón Rodríguez (alias Samuel Robinson), teacher of Simón Bolívar, is in charge of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports.

Robinson Mission II: The power of knowledge.
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The objective of this mission is to allow people to obtain an elementary school certificate, to consolidate their knowledge and to offer education for specific jobs. This Mission is based on he method of “Yes, I can continue”, that uses television, videos and brochures under the coordination of a facilitator on a class of 15 students; the process is divided into two parts, the first one includes math, language, history, geography and natural sciences and the second one computer skills and English.
Sucre Mission: The University has dressed up as People.
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Sucre mission is a dream come true for those adults of all ages who had not had the possibility to enroll in university, and can now take advantage of this project, that’s main objective is to extend the option of higher education all over the country through its municipal program.

This mission opens the door of the Bolivarian University of Venezuela (UBV), a university occupying the site of offices formerly occupied by PDVSA`s elite management, to thousands of students who are being trained to become social communicators, historians and lawyers.

At present, the new PDVSA is also contributing to this university project. It is constructing a university campus and paying for scholarships. The Venezuelan government assigned 100,000 million bolivars to the program in 2004.

For more information about this Bolivarian Government initiative you can visit this website: http://www.misionsucre.gov.ve/
Vuelvan Caras Mission: To fight against unemployment and exclusion.
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The primary goal of the Vuelvan Caras Mission is to qualify unemployed youngsters or adults by providing them with comprehensive technical training as well as in the giving them the tools to form their own production and services cooperatives. With this strategy, unemployment in the country has been reduced by more than 2 %.

The contributions of this mission have been assigned to pay for student scholarships, instructors and supervisors as well as to supply the universities with materials and equipment.
So far 630,000 million bolivars have been allotted to this program. For more information, you can consult its official website: www.vuelvancaras.gov.ve/
