
Ellen Kay Closs

E-mail: clossell@msu.edu
Portfolio Website: www.geocities.com/ellenkaymi
Class Website: http://www.lc-ps.org/Schools/Graham/StaffWebPagesAF/ECloss/ 
Education and Endorsements/Certifications:

2007 
M.A. in Education with a Literacy Focus-Michigan State University
· G.P.A.: 3.9


2002
Teacher Certification- Michigan State University

· Certifications: Michigan State Provisional Certificate, June 2002
· Endorsements: Elementary Education, History, and Early Childhood (I passed the ZA test and plan to do the coursework)

2001   
Bachelor of Arts in History- Michigan State University

Teaching Experience:

Teacher (9/2007)-2nd Grade, Graham Elementary

Teacher (9/2006-6/2007)-3rd Grade, Graham Elementary

· Planned, implemented and assessed units and lessons in all subject areas (Everyday Math)

· Responsible for classroom design and management

· Taught a diverse student group including ESL, and "At Risk" students

· Member of the School Improvement Team, Reading and Technology Committees
Teacher (8/2004-6/2006)-2nd Grade, Graham Elementary

· Planned, implemented and assessed units and lessons in all subject areas (Everyday Math, Units of Study, Reading Workshop, learning centers)
· Responsible for classroom design and management
· Taught a diverse student group including learning disabled, ESL, and "At Risk" students
· Member of the School Improvement Team, Reading and Technology Committees
· Participated in multiple family nights

Substitute Teacher (4/2004-6/2004)-2nd Grade, Oxbow Community School
· Teaching for a 2nd grade teacher on leave
· Taught math using the Everyday Math program
· Taught language arts using balanced literacy 

Computer Instructor (2/2004-3/2004)-4th-5th Grade, Bennett Woods Elementary School 
· Instructed students in using Power Point and other programs in an after-school program

Volunteer (9/2003-4/2004)-Kindergarten-2nd Grade, Bennett Woods Elementary School 

· Aided teachers by mainly tutoring, teaching and assessing students (10 hours per week)

English as a Second Language Instructor (7/2003-4/2004)-Michigan State University

· Taught English to foreign professors

Substitute Teacher (9/2002-6/2003)-Grades K-5, multiple Oakland County school districts

· Substitute teaching on an almost daily basis
· Implemented lessons planned by the teacher, managed the classroom
· Substituted for a 3rd grade teacher on leave

Internship (8/2001-4/2002)-3rd Grade, Bennett Woods Elementary School
· Planned, implemented and assessed units and lessons in all subject areas    including the use of the Investigations math program
· Responsible for classroom design and management
· Established and maintained individual behavior contracts for students with special needs
· Taught a diverse student group including learning disabled, ESL, gifted and “At Risk” students
· Responsible for parent conferences in the spring
· Advisor to the Earthsavers group during lunch recess
· Member of the Reading Committee
· Created a classroom website
· Designed and implemented a weekly classroom newsletter
· Initiated the use of centers and “book clubs” in the classroom 
· Taught enrichment classes during the fall break
· Participated in Family Science Night and the Family Fitness Fair


Practicum (1/2001-5/2001)-1st Grade, Cornell Elementary School 

· Planned, taught and assessed mini-units in science and social studies
· Observed lessons in language arts, mathematics, science and social studies

Practicum (9/2000-12/2000)-1st Grade, Spartan Village Elementary School
· Developed, implemented and assessed a language arts lesson plan
· Observed lessons in the areas of language arts, mathematics and science

Teacher Assistant (8/1998-6/1999)-St. Mary’s Child Development Center
· Assisted lead teacher in implementing a program for mainly 3-6 year old aged    children
· Assisted in planning and supervising children in an after-school program for grades 1-6 in indoor and outdoor activities, as well as on field trips


Volunteer (12/1997-6/1998)-K, 1st, 4th Grades, St. Mary’s School
· Assisted 1st and 4th grade students in the areas of reading and social studies
Sunday School Teacher (8/1996-5/2001)-3 year olds, 1st –4th Grade, St. John’s Student Parish
· Planned, implemented and assessed religious education lessons
· Managed a classroom of 15 students on a weekly basis
Additional Skills and Training:


Computers  
· Experience with: HTML (website design), Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Publisher, Microsoft Power Point

Study Abroad Program
· Student in a study abroad program to England and Scotland focusing on European culture and history 
Professional Development
· Attended the 2007 MIAEYC Conference 

· Led a school book club on Morning Meeting
· Attended 2006 Debbie Miller seminar on reading comprehension

· Attended 2005 Carl Anderson seminar on writing

· Attended the 2005 MIAEYC Conference

· Attended 2005 Lucy Calkins seminar on writing
· Attended seminars on teachers and the law as well as teaching students with learning difficulties, and how to implement literacy centers

· Attended the 2004 MIAEYC Conference
· Attended the 2004 State of Michigan Kindergarten Teachers Conference
· Attended the 2003 State of Michigan Second Grade Teachers Conference
· Attended the 2003 State of Michigan First Grade Teacher Convention
· Attended the 2003 MDAEYC Annual Conference

Honors and Memberships:


2006-Present
Member of the International Reading Association



2002-Present
Member of the National Association for the Education of Young Children


2001-Present    Member of the Michigan Association for the Education of Young Children


2001-Present    Member of the Michigan Reading Association
Professional Goals:

I have high expectations for myself and for my students.  I aim to always be a positive influence on my students’ personal and academic growth, and on the school where I teach.  I see myself as a learner as well as an educator.   I will pursue professional development in order to better myself as a teacher.  I aspire to earn a degree in early childhood education with a focus on emergent literacy enabling me to better understand and teach students.

References:

Available Upon Request

