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What is looping?

Looping refers to the newly popular practice of a teacher teaching the same class for 2 or more years (Grant 1996a).

History of Looping

Rudolf Steiner introduced the concept of looping in the Waldorf Schools at the beginning of the 20th Century.  Teachers taught the same group of students for grades 1-8 (LAB).  It is still common in Germany today for teachers to teach the same group of students for four years (LAB).  During the early period of education in the United States, it was common to have one-room schoolhouses where there was only one teacher who taught students in multiple grades.  In 1913, the U.S. Department of Education sent out a memo regarding the practice of looping (Grant, Johnson, & Richardson, 1996).

Who can loop?

Any group of students and teachers are able to loop, although it is a more common practice in elementary schools (Denault).  The practice of looping varies by school.  Some schools have just a small number of teachers that loop, while all teachers and students loop in other schools (Grant 1996a, and Burke). 

Principles of Looping

Schools need to consider if looping will be a temporary or permanent program  (Wynne et. al).  Schools need to determine the length of time the teacher will stay with the same group of students.  Most school range from 2-5 years, but 2 years appears to be the most common (Wynne et. al).  Looping should not be mandated as some teachers are not committed to the practice (Grant 1996a).  Teachers need to be provided with both staff development on the practice of looping, as well as both years’ curriculums (Grant 1996a). 

Academic Advantages

Teachers gain extra time to teach as “getting to know you time is not as necessary during the second year” (LAB);  Teachers have more knowledge about their students’ strengths and weaknesses (LAB);  Less special education referrals in many schools that use looping (Forsten);  Less grade level retentions in multiple schools using looping (Forsten); Stronger teacher-student relationships improve student performance (LAB; George & Oldaker); Teachers report improved job satisfaction (George & Oldaker); Student discipline improvement (Forsten); Increased possibilities for summer learning (LAB); Improved attendance for both students and teachers (LAB); Looping aids in parents and families becoming stronger partners (Checkley, 1995; Haslinger, Kelly, & O'Lare, 1996; Lincoln, 1997; Shepro, 1995).

Social Advantages

Students have less apprehension about starting school the second year (Hanson, 1995; Checkley, 1995a); Students have more time to develop stronger social skills the second year (Hanson, 1995); Looping leads to a stronger emotional and intellectual climate which may lead to encouraging stronger risk-taking skills (LAB); English Language Learners (ELL) become better adjusted in looping 
classrooms (Haslinger, Kelly & O’Lare, 1996); There is a stronger sense of community and family in looping classrooms (Checkley).

Academic Disadvantages

Teachers need to be familiar with multiple curriculums; Parents may be concerned if they feel that their child will have a “poor teacher” for more than one year (Burke).

Social Disadvantages

Possible personality conflicts between either parents and teachers, or students and teachers (Burke); Students may have difficulty in saying good bye the 2nd year.   This can be minimized by: taking students to meet future teachers and sharing highlights of the following year’s curriculum (Forsten). 

Conclusion

Although looping is not a new practice, it has become much more popular in recent years.  Schools that are considering using the practice of looping, need to consider both the advantages and disadvantages in deciding what is best for teachers, students and the school.
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