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CLASS HANDBOOK
Second grade will be a year of tremendous growth for your child.  Our second grade curriculum keeps us very busy.  Your child will participate in many hands-on units within reading, writing, spelling, handwriting, math, social studies, and science.

ABOUT MISS CLOSS

I am originally from the Lansing area.  I have wanted to live in metropolitan Detroit for many years.  During my free time, I enjoy reading, traveling, and playing and watching sports.

I have undergraduate degrees in history and elementary education from Michigan State University.  I had a yearlong internship in a 3rd grade classroom in Okemos.  During this time, I earned 12 graduate level credits in education.  In addition, I have teaching experience with the Huron Valley Schools, and the Clarkston Community Schools in Oakland County.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

L’Anse Creuse Public Schools will provide what your child needs.  It would be optional (but helpful) for your child to also bring:
· postcards and stamps for our postcard exchange project with 91 other schools (even a single stamp would help if you are interested)

· tissues
· soap
· snacks

· post-it notes

· crayons/markers/highlighters if your child wants their own personal set  
CLASS SCHEDULE

The school day runs from 8:50-3:40.  It is very important that your child be here on time as we start our learning process right away.  A typical day is as follows:
Morning Work

Morning Meeting

· Calendar/Weather

· Shared Reading

· Shared Writing

Guided Reading/Centers

Working with Words

Write Aloud

Guided/Independent Writing

Read Aloud

Independent Reading

Math

Science

Social Studies

Learning Logs
Specials at various times
SPECIALS

Please make sure that your child brings gym shoes on gym days.  We will not have a library day this year, but your child will still have the opportunity to go down and check out books.
Monday- Gym
Tuesday- Music
Wednesday- Art
Thursday- Gym
Friday- Spanish
HOMEWORK

Homework in second grade helps to teach responsibility.  Students should read at home at least 15 minutes per night.  Home reading logs should be filled out and signed by a family member/guardian each night.  There will also be required math homelinks each night as well.   Other assignments will occasionally be assigned which will be written down in the same section as the reading log.  This will include the child’s poetry book.  Homework is due the following morning unless otherwise noted.  If it is forgotten, the student will write a note home that needs to be returned with a guardian signature.
O.C.E.A.N. FOLDER

(Organized Communication Every Achiever Needs) & POETRY FOLDER
We’ll use special home folders this year which will teach your child organizational skills and provide communication between home and school.

The folder will go home every afternoon, and it should be returned every morning with a parent or guardian signature in the home reading log area.  It contains the following sections:

· Monthly Planner and Lunch Menu
· Class Handbook

· Notes to and from Miss Closs and Home

· Home Reading Log

· Assignments 
· The Homework Chart (to be kept in the folder), Weekly Progress Report (updated once a week to be taken home, signed and returned), and Weekly Newsletter, will be located in the mail for home section
Please look through the notebook carefully, check out all of the components and read all of the corresponding directions.  Papers in the left pockets are to be LEFT at home, while papers on the right pocket are to be brought RIGHT back to school.

Please help your second grader find a safe place to keep this folder at home (perhaps in a schoolbag).  Help him/her become responsible by bringing it to school everyday.
Students will also bring home their poetry/song folders every Friday.  Please have your child read the poems to you briefly each weekend.
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
HOME AND SCHOOL
I would like to work closely together with you.  I believe frequent communication is vital to student learning.  I am always eager to hear from you, whether it be a note, phone call (586-783-6460), e-mail, or conference.

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

I believe that children thrive when families and teachers form a partnership and work together.  There are many ways for you to be involved in your child’s education.

· Read aloud to your child.  Listen to your child read to you.

· Look over and sign your child’s home folder each day

· Become a volunteer (can be done at day or at night at your home)
· Attend special school events

CLASS WEBSITE

I would like to have a classroom website at some point this year.  The website is not currently ready.  I will send home more information when it becomes available.
CLASS NEWSLETTER

This year your child will bring home a weekly newsletter.  In my newsletter, you can expect to find the following information:

· An outline of what we are learning
· Ideas for helping your child at home

· Important dates and reminders for upcoming events
BOOKS CLUBS

Once a month, the children have the opportunity to order books from a book club.  If your child places an order, I prefer that you make checks payable to the book club, and not to myself.
The best gift any parent can give a child is the love of good books and the joy and benefits of good reading. Children who read at home, or are read to, have a head start on reading success in school.

Each month during the school year I will send home a Club flyer with a different selection of books offered.  I recommend them because the books span a wide range of children’s reading levels and interests and because they are inexpensive (some books cost less than $1).   The books will arrive in about two weeks after I send the class order in.   Book orders are an optional addition to your child’s education.  Each order helps to earn free books and teaching materials for our classroom, however, there is never any obligation to order. 
CELBRATING BIRTHDAYS

If you would like to send in a birthday treat for the class, please let me know 1 week in advance.  Plan a simple treat that is easy to serve, and plates and napkins would be appreciated.  In addition, the child may have a family member come in to be a guest reader.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
Each child will have the opportunity to be “Student of the Week.”  This is a chance for the classroom community to learn more about each member.  A note will be sent home to the child’s family the week before the child is picked with details to prepare for the student of the bulletin board.
CLASSROOM RULES, EXPECTATIONS,
AND CONSEQUENCES

All students deserve to live in a positive, safe, and nurturing classroom.  My discipline plan provides guidance so that every child receives encouragement to make good decisions about his/her behavior. 
School Rules:

· Be respectful
· Be responsible
· Be resourceful

Classroom Expectations:

· Care about yourself
· Care about others
· Care about the environment around you (both inside and out)
Consequences:
· Warning given to student

· Students writes an “action plan” for future behavior

· Students write an “action plan” outside of the classroom which needs to be taken home and be signed

· Student calls parent/guardian

· Students goes to see the principal (if a student severely misbehaves, they go to see the principal immediately)
PLEASE CUT AT THE LIGN, SIGN AND RETURN

I have read and understand the rules, expectations and consequences.

Student Signature____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________ 
