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“What is commonly called literary history is actually a record of choices.” by Louise Bernikow is a quote that truly reflects the significant literary journey that I have been on for the past semester in taking this class.  In taking this class, I have gained knowledge about how “literary history is actually a record of choices.”  Some of the books that have proved to be award winners over the years are examples of, and record the choices of groups of people whether they are adults who specialize in children’s literature, or a children’s choice award.  These award winners reflect what was considered to be important pieces of high quality literature over time.  It is a record of their choices.  Likewise, books that are considered to be “classics,” are a record of what books have been popular choices of high quality literature to read over time.  With all of the truly wonderful children’s books that are available today, it is obvious that not all of them will win awards or be considered to be “classics.”  However, one can look at a book trade magazine such as “Horn Book,” one can see what has been considered to be famous over literary history.  Trade magazines such as Horn Book are primary artifacts in the evolution of children’s literature.
 
The “Good Books for Children” module made me think more about how the term “good book” is really a subjective rather than objective one.  Although the class discussed what we thought were “good books,” we all had a variety of opinions over which books we liked the best.  We realized that it was a matter of personal taste which may change over time.  My literary history as a reader has changed over time as I am exposed to and read new books, and will continue to do so as long as I am reading.  We did agree upon several guidelines though.  Our discussion led me to feel that no matter when a good book is read, whether it was written fifty years ago, or will be written in the future, a “good book” must be enjoyable.  The story must engage the reader.  We also felt that “good books” may be enjoyed multiple times rather than just being read once.  “Good books” remain in your mind long after you put them down after the last page is read, they will remain in my mind long after this course is over.  Literary history has shown that there are many “good books” that are written each year.  Many books are written each year, and although many are popular, many do not win any awards.  “Good books” will be enjoyed by many people for many years to com.
In studying the many awards that are awarded each year, a children’s literature researcher can study and see a record of how literary choices change over time.  The American Library Association (ALA) website shows researchers how the characteristics of award winning books stay strong over time as there is a set list of criteria for each award.  It was interesting to see how the Newbery and Caldecott Award winning books share many similarities over time.  It was interesting for me to learn about the awards given as well as their requirements.  Over time, many award titles have been created reflecting our changing society.  For example, although I had heard about and was somewhat familiar with both the Newbery and Caldecott Awards, I had not heard of many of the other awards that are given to books each year.  This reflects our diverse and ever-changing society.  This module also made me reflect as to how I can change the use of award winning books in my own classroom by creating a classroom award with my students which I plan to do in the next few weeks with them.

This module also made me more cognitive of how book awards can be very much debated, especially over time.  In addition, I have a lot more to learn about award winning books as there are so many out there.  Before this course, I was naïve enough to think that most award winning books would be popular due to the award.  I quickly learned that this is not always the case.  Thinking about the other side, not all award winning books are suitable to be used in every classroom.  Teachers need to use their best judgment when they are choosing books to use in their classrooms, being aware of what will be best for that particular group of children.

Children’s literature resources have changed over time.  When children’s literature was first studied, there were fewer resources available.  There were mainly just some scholarly journals and other publications similar to those that we used for studying the scholarship about Little Women.  Today, teachers have many new resources available to them such as the internet, many children’s literature journals, textbooks, as well as networking with each other including the use of internet mail groups and list-servs.  As the number of awards grew, so did the resources available to study them.  


The “classics” were very interesting for me to study because of all of the scholarship involved with the books.  Little Women is an example of this as the book has been studied by scholars ever since it was written over one-hundred fifty years ago.  As our group discussed, although the list of books is added to over time, the books over the years share many characteristics.  Although the titles of the “classics” have changed over time, common they share many common characteristics.  “Classics” need to have lasting popularity.  They endure over time in being “classis” because they are so loved.  People may even read them multiple times.  “Classical” books must contain higher caliber writing than when compared to other books.  In addition, the characters in “classics” generally need to undergo significant change in the story. Rich language needs to enhance the story as well.  “Classics” contain strong themes that readers can identify with no matter when they are read.    

In studying the many aspects of Little Women over a three week period, I now have a better understanding of how the way that “classics” are viewed changes over time.  At first, the book was considered to be a popular book to read. However, as time went on it became a book that was studied by many scholars who shared multiple views of the book, just as they do today.  This book is a prime example of how the way that one classic can be viewed can change over time.  Unlike the majority of classics, Little Women was made not into just one movie, but multiple movies over a lengthy time period.  Both of the movies show how the creators of the movies viewed the same classical book in different ways, making them focus on different parts of the book as they made the book into a movie.  It is a prime example of how different people view a classical book differently not only just as individuals, but how the view over time changes as well.


Just as literary history changes over time, so does the way that it is effectively taught in the classroom.  In literary history, books were not taught in a variety of ways as they are today.  This class has given me a greater understanding of this and has made me think about how I can change my strategies in teaching children’s literature.  I want my students to be more active rather than passive members, especially in regards to questioning when it comes to reading children’s literature.  The module aided me in thinking about how I can teach my students to think at a higher level regarding children’s literature in my classroom.  The implementation of literature discussion groups in my classroom will aid in doing this.  I feel that in the past and to some extent today, too many students think about reading as being more about the ability to decode, than comprehension.  As a teacher, it is critical that I use read alouds and think alouds to teach lessons on a daily basis.  Over time, teachers have learned of the importance of teaching children to find books that will match them as readers, both as an interest match, as well as a reading level match.  This course has also made me think more about the implementation of “book talks” in my classroom, as I think that they would improve my students’ awareness of both the books that are in our classroom, as well as books that are available elsewhere.  


In synthesizing, this class has allowed me to do be more cognitive about multiple things both as a teacher, and as a reader.  I need to be more cognitive of the books that are in my classroom, school library and elsewhere.  I aim to make my students more aware of the books that are available to them and that would match them both in reading level, and in what they are interested in as readers.  I need to educate my students on their awareness of high quality books and how to be critical of the books that they read, and that are read to them.  The class’ literary history is recorded within this course.  We came into the course eager to learn many things about children’s literature.  Throughout the course, we recorded and shared our opinions regarding children’s literature.  By the end of this course, I along with the other student are able to synthesize our development of literary history this semester to benefit the students in my classroom.
