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Introduction:  The purpose of this pathfinder is to provide teachers and professional development creators with support in both Internet resources and printed materials in regards to making professional development more effective.  The Internet resources will give these teachers and creators quick access to usable and effective materials.
Key Terms:  professional development, teacher-led professional development, professional learning communities, on-going education and teachers, life-long learning and teachers  
Search Strategy:  The search tools used for this pathfinder include search engines, gateways and specialized databases.  I used Google for my search engine, but found this search to be too broad and had to be narrowed down with new key terms and the use of Boolean operators like AND and OR.  I found a majority of my websites from gateways and specialized databases like ERIC and Educator’s Reference Desk Resource Guides.  These specialized databases really helped me identify researchers and programs with which I am already familiar.
Print Resources: 
Darling-Hammond, L. (1994).  Professional Development schools: Schools for 

developing a profession.  New York: Teachers College Press. ED 364 996

DuFour, R., Eaker, R. (1998).  Professional learning communities at work: 
Practices for enhancing student achievement.

Lambert, L. (1998).  Building leadership capacity in schools.  Alexandria, VA: 

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.    
Internet Resources:

Professional Development: Staff Learning for Student Results

http://www.ncrel.org/pd/index.html
  This site provides a step-by-step guide for schools and districts to use for designing, implementing, evaluating, and sharing professional development that will ultimately affect teachers’ practices and students’ performance.   

Practices that Support Teacher Development: Transforming Concepts of Professional Learning

http://www.ehr.nsf.gov/REC/publications/NSF_EF/lieber.htm
  This site gives a brief history of successful PD (Professional Development) programs and criteria for such programs.  It also provides a vast bibliography for further printed materials.

ERIC/Digest: Reconceptualizing Professional Teacher Development

http://www.ericfacility.net/ericdigests/ed383695.html
  This site gives new concepts and models for preparation, induction, and development of PD.  It also has a bibliography for printed materials.
By Your Own Design

http://www.enc.org/professional/guide/index.shtm
This site is a project from the National Staff Development Council and is designed to help teachers create and implement personal, professional learning plans.

Using Data about Classroom Practice and Student Work to Improve Professional Development for Educators

http://www.nfie.org/publications/usingdataIB.pdf
  This is an article issued from the NEA Foundation for the Improvement of Education, that investigates the advantages and possibilities of using data from students to improve teachers’ knowledge about skills and practices in the classroom.

Notes & Reflections

http://www.ncrel.org/info/notes/spring04/index.html
  This site gives creators of PD ways of effectively evaluating the professional learning that is taking place.  It describes the importance of feedback from participants in PD programs and the need to provide teachers with plenty of opportunities to develop new skills.

NEA Foundation for the Improvement of Education

http://www.nfie.org
  This site provides links to several on-line publications of actual teacher-led development.  It also describes “Teacher-led Professional Development Centers”.

ERIC Digest-Teacher Development and the Reform Agenda (1995)

http://www.ericfacility.net/ericdigests/ed383694.html
  This is an article that describes the actual components of the reform agenda.  It describes teacher challenges, licensing, and certification, and how professional development plays a role in this reform movement.

ERIC Digest – Making Time for Teacher Professional Development (1996)

http://www.ericfacility.net/ericdigests/ed400259.html
  This article describes the aspects of effective professional development.  It provides ideas for making more time for professional development and teaching teachers how to collaborate.  
