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"I Hear America Singing"
I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear,
Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it should be blithe

and strong,

The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank or beam,
The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, or leaves off

work,

The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat, the deck hand

singing on the steamboat deck,

The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the hatter singing

as he stands,

The woodcutter's song, the ploughboy's on his way in the morning,

or at noon intermission or at sundown,

The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young wife at work,

or of the girl sewing or washing,

Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else,
The day what belongs to the day-at night the party of young

fellows, robust, friendly,

Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs.
"I Hear America Singing" 

1. Why does the speaker say that each person's singing should be blithe and strong?

“Singing” refers working, and the speaker encourages people to work hard; he wants people to show their own individuality. 
2. The whole poem can be viewed as a catalogue. What is Whitman celebrating with this list?

Whitman is celebrating the enthusiasm that the American workers have and stressing the point that people who have only the most basic belongings are the happiest people. 
3.  Perhaps what Whitman has in mind here are not actual work songs associated with various trades, but something more subtle. What would you say this poem is really about?

Whitman is showing people that they will become what they know they will become; if you have high goals, you will achieve more than a person with simple goals. 
4. Would you say that Whitman is romanticizing or idealizing the life of the 19th Century laborer? Or would you say the songs he hears are expressions of independence and joy in life? Support your answers with specific references to the poem 

When Whitman refers to “singing” he describes the pride and joy that people such as the carpenter express while working. He feels that if you take pride in your work, you will enjoy working and do a better job. 

A NOISELESS PATIENT SPIDER
2/15/05

Title:  Ponder the title before reading the poem 


A spider that is quiet 
Paraphrase:  Translate the poem into your own words 


A spider is quiet and does not stop to rest while working. The narrator compares the work of a spider and the work of a human. They believe that humans are noisy and work carelessly
Connotation:  Contemplate the poem for meaning beyond the literal level 


The poem means that  
Attitude:  Observe both the speaker’s and the poet’s attitude (tone). 


The speaker’s attitude is   
Shifts:
Note shifts in speakers and attitudes 


The poem changes the 1st time at the 4th line; the tone changes from despair to hope. The poem  shifts again at the 6th line; the writer switches from describing a spider to describe a human continually trying to attach to something
Title:  Examine the title again, this time on an interpretive level


Humans are similar to spiders 
Theme: Determine what the poet is saying


To hold and make connections in your life  
	A NOISELESS, patient spider,
	 

	I mark’d, where, on a little promontory, it stood, isolated;
	 

	Mark’d how, to explore the vacant, vast surrounding,
	 

	It launch’d forth filament, filament, filament, out of itself;
	 

	Ever unreeling them—ever tirelessly speeding them.
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	And you, O my Soul, where you stand,
	 

	Surrounded, surrounded, in measureless oceans of space,
	 

	Ceaselessly musing, venturing, throwing,—seeking the spheres, to connect them;
	 

	Till the bridge you will need, be form’d—till the ductile anchor hold;
	 

	Till the gossamer thread you fling, catch somewhere, O my Soul.
	


