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Journal 4

What are the two roots found in “Protestant Reformation”? 


Two roots in Protestant Reformation are “Protest” and “Reform”. Protests occurred through people such as Martin Luther and his 95 arguments. Luther wanted major reform for the Catholic Church because the priests were offering the people a fine for “indulgences” and other forms of unchristian practices. 


Reforms included new religious ideas. One was called Calvinism, which was somewhat similar to Martin Luther’s practices, except for that John Calvin preached ideas of predestination. Predestination suggested that people were already “destined” for what future they had in either heaven or hell. Calvinism was also very strict, even compared to Catholicism.  


The other reform, or new religious idea, was not known as “Lutheranism”, because Martin Luther did not want a religious idea to be named after him, even though it is today. Luther’s ideas where much different from what the Catholics believed. Luther explained that faith through Jesus Christ could give you salvation-not by the sacraments. Luther also explained that people did not need a priest to talk to God; the priests do not have any “special powers”. Instead, he told the people that they alone could communicate with God. Of the seven sacraments, he kept two of them: baptisms, and communion. Instead of getting baptized as a baby like the Catholics do, some “Lutherans” thought that it was better to be baptized as an adult rather than as a baby because babies could not comprehend the Christian faith.  


These protests and reforms converted Europe from mostly Catholic people to people of many different beliefs. 
