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Act 3 Scene 2

Identify 6 different rhetorical devices used in the funeral orations. List and define the device and provide an example of the device found in the funeral oration. Post under classwork/homework link.
1. Antony uses anastrophe in his speech at the funeral when he says, ““Your hearts and minds to mutiny and rage,/ I should do Brutus wrong,/ and Cassius wrong,/ Who, you all know, are honorable men.”  
2. Antony uses parenthesis when he says, “Let but the commons hear this testament,/ Which, pardon me, I do not mean to read,/ And they would go and kiss dead Caesar’s wounds,/ And dip their napkins in his sacred blood,/ Yea, beg a hair of him for memory,/ And, dying, mention it within their wills, Bequeathing it as a rich legacy/ Unto their issue.”

3. Brutus uses rhetoric questions in his speech: “Who here is so rude that would not be a Roman?” 

4. Antony uses ellipses to show that Brutus was once an “honorable man”, but his actions after murdering Caesar did not show that: “He was my friends, faithful and just to me; But Brutus says he was ambitious and Brutus is an honorable man.” When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept; Ambition should be made of sterner stuff: Yet Brutus says he was ambitious, And Brutus is an honorable man.”

5. Brutus uses antithesis in his speech: “As Caesar loved me, I weep for him; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he was valiant, I honor him; but, as he was ambitious, I slew him.” 

6. Antony also uses Asyndeton in his explanation of how Caesar died, “This was the most unkindest cut of all; For when the noble Caesar saw him stab, Ingratitude, more strong than traitors’ arms, Quite vanquish’d him: then burst his mighty heart; And in his mantle muffling up his face, Even at the base of Pompey’s statue (Which all the while ran blood) great Caesar fell.”
