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Chapter 5 Outline
Section 1
1. Minoan Civilization

a. The Success of the Minoans was based on trade, not war.

i. Minoan traders set up outposts throughout the Aegean world (including the Greek mainland)

ii. Through contact with the Egyptians and Mesopotamia, they gained ideas and technology that they adapted to their own culture. 

iii. Minoan Civilization reached its highest between 1750 BC and 1500. 

b. The Palace at Knossos

i. The palace at Knossos housed rooms for the royal family, religious shrines, banquet halls, and working areas for artisans. 

ii. There were many paintings on the walls of the palace, each displaying the culture of the ancient Minoans. 

iii. Paintings suggest that women appeared freely in public and might have enjoyed more rights than women in most ancient civilizations.  

c. A Civilization Disappears

i. The Minoan civilization disappeared around 1400 BC

ii. Archaeologists are not sure of the cause, but think maybe a nearby earthquake or volcanic eruption might have been the reason why they left. 

iii. The intruders played a major role in the destruction of Minoan civilization; these were the Mycenaens: the first Greek-speaking people of whom we have a record. 
2. Rulers of Mycenae

a. Successful Sea Traders

i. Mycenaens dominated the world from about 1400 BC to 1200 BC. 

ii. As sea traders, they reached out beyond the Aegean to Sicily, Italy, Egypt, and Mesopotamia. 

iii. They absorbed Egyptian and Mesopotamian influences, and passed them on to the Greeks. 

b. The Trojan War

i. War took place around 1250 BC

ii. Greek legend says that after Paris captured Helen, Greeks and Trojans fought for 10 years. 

iii. Finally, the Greeks tricked the Trojans into hauling a giant wooden horse into the city so that the soldiers inside could sneak out and burn the city to the ground. 
c. The Truth of the Trojan War

i. For centuries, people regarded the Trojan War as a legend, until the 1870s, a wealthy German businessman (Heinrich Schliemann) set out to prove that the legend was rooted in fact. 

ii. The site of Troy was excavated, and it was discovered that the walls of Troy were rebuilt several times.

iii. The layer dating to 1250 BC found evidence of fire and war, which may be the answer to the legend. 

3. The Age of Homer

a. An Oral Record

i. From two epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey, we get hints about life during this period in time. 

ii. According to tradition, Homer was a blind poet who traveled from village to village, playing his harp and singing of heroic deeds. 
iii. Homer’s tales were passed orally from generations before they were finally written

b. Epics for All Time

i. The Iliad is our main source of information about the Trojan War, although the story also includes gods, goddesses, and a talking horse. 

ii. The Odyssey tells of the struggles of the Greek hero, Odysseus

iii. On the return home from the war, Odysseus encounters a sea monster, a race of one-eye giants, and a beautiful sorceress. 

c. For almost 3,000 years, the epics of Homer have inspired European writers and artists. 

4. Looking Ahead

a. For centuries after the Greeks were invaded by the Durians, they lived in small, isolated villages and had no writing and few contacts with the outside world.

b. As the Greeks emerged from obscurity, they benefited from the earlier civilizations.

c. Over time, stories they heard about Crete and Mycenae underwent changes and became part of the Greek heritage. 

Section 2
1. Geography: The Greek Homeland

a. Mountains and Valleys

i. Greece is part of the Balkan Peninsula, and extends southward into the Mediterranean Sea.

ii. Mountains divide the peninsula into isolated valleys; the farmers who farm the valleys built many small city-states, cut off from one another by land or water.

iii. Each included a city and its surrounding countryside

iv. Greeks felt strong loyalty to their city-states, and had frequent rivalry and war among each other which lad to Greek conquest. 

b. The Seas

i. Mountains divided the Greeks from one another, while the seas united them and provided a link to the outside world.

ii. Greece has hundreds of bays, which provide them with safe harbors for ships. 

iii. As the Greeks became skilled sailors, they carried cargos of olive oil, wine, and marble to Egypt, the Middle East, and Asia Minor. 

iv. They returned not only with grains and metals, but also with new ideas which they adapted to their own needs.

c. Population Growth

i. In 750 BC, the Greeks experienced a rapid population growth, and some were forced to leave their own crowded valleys. 

ii. With limited amounts of fertile land, the Greeks were forced to expand overseas. 

iii. Eventually, the Greeks had scattered themselves and created colonies all around the Mediterranean Sea. 

2. The Polis

a. Polis/Acropolis 

i. As the Greek world expanded after 750 BC, they created their own unique version of the city-state (polis), which was built on two levels. 

ii. On a hilltop stood the acropolis (or high-city) that had marble temples dedicated to different gods and goddesses, while on the ground below lay the walled main city with a market-place, theater, public buildings, and homes. 

iii. The population of each city-state was fairly small, and that helped citizens share a sense of responsibility for its triumphs and defeats. 
b. Early Governments 

i. Between 750-500 BC, Greeks created new and different kinds of government.

ii. They first practiced monarchy (with a king or queen who rules everything)

iii. Then the power shifted to noble landowners and military defenders (aristocracy). 

iv. As the trade expanded, a new middle class made up of wealthy merchants, farmers, and artisans become known in some cities and challenged the noble landowners for power. 

1. The result was an oligarchy 

v. In an oligarchy, power is in the hands of a small, powerful elite, usually from the business class. 

c. Changes in Warfare

i. In about 650 BC, iron weapons and tools were replaced with bronze ones. 

ii. The phalanx (massive formation of heavily armed foot soldiers) was invented and required long hours of drill. 

iii. By putting the defense of the city-state into the hands of ordinary citizens, the phalanx reduced class differences. 

3. Sparta: A Nation of Soldiers

a. The Rigors of Citizenship

i. From childhood, a Spartan prepared to be part of a military state; officials examined every newborn and left the sickly children to die. (Spartans wanted soldiers or mothers of soldiers to be healthy). 

ii. At the age of seven, boys began training for a lifetime of military. 

iii. At the age of 20, a man could marry, but he continued to live in the barracks for another 10 years and eat there for another 40 years. 

b. Women

i. As a part of warrior society, girls were expected to produce healthy sons for the army; therefore they were trained to exercise and strengthen their bodies. 

1. This was something that no other Greek women did

ii. Under Spartan Law, women had the right to inherit property. 

iii. Because men were occupied with war, some women took on responsibilities such as running the family’s estates.  

c. Sparta and its Neighbors

i. The Spartans isolated themselves from other Greeks.

ii. They looked down on trade and wealth, forbade their own citizens to travel, and had little use for new ideas or the arts. 

iii. While other Greeks admired the Spartans’ military skills, no other city-state imitated their rigorous way of life. 

4. Athens: A Limited Democracy

a. Demands for Change

i. Athenian wealth and power grew under the aristocracy; merchants and soldiers resented the power of the nobles. 
ii. Demand for change came from artisans and farmers, who during hard times had to sell their land to nobles (a growing number even had to sell themselves and their families into slavery to pay off their debts). 

iii. As restlessness spread, Athens moved slowly toward democracy (government by the people). 

b. Solon’s Reform

i. In 594 BC Solon, a wise a trusted leader, was appointed archon (chief official). 

ii. Solon outlawed debt slavery and freed those who had already been sold into slavery for debt. 

iii. Solon also introduced economic reforms as well; he encouraged the export of wine and olive oil. 

1. This policy helped merchants and farmers by increasing demand for their products. 

iv. Although Solon’s reforms made things a lot fairer, citizenship remained limited and only wealthy landowners could serve in many positions. 

v. Widespread and continued unrest led to the rise of tyrants (people who gained power by force) 

c. Later Reforms

i. In 546 BC, Athenian tyrant Pisistratus seized power. 

1. He helped landowners by giving them loans and land taken from nobles. 

ii. In 507 BC, Cleisthenes set up the Council of 500, whose members were chosen by lot from among all citizens.

1. The council prepared laws for the assembly and supervised the day-to-day work. 

iii. Cleisthenes made the assembly a genuine legislature (lawmaking body) that debated laws before deciding to improve or reject them. 

d. In Athenian democracy, only male citizens could participate in government, women had no share in public life, and slaves were without political rights or freedom. 
e. Education for Democracy

i. Girls received little or no education while boys, if their family could afford it, went to school. 

ii. Besides learning to read and write, they learned to become skilled public speakers because they would need to have to voice their views. 

iii. Young men received military training and to keep their bodies in shape, they competed in athletic contests. 

5. Forces for Unity

a. Religious Beliefs

i. Greeks were polytheistic, which means they believed in many gods. 

ii. They believed that the gods lived atop mount Olympus in Northern Greece. 

iii. The Greeks honored their gods with temples and festivals. 

b. Greeks gods
i. The most powerful god was Zeus

ii. His wife, Hera, was the goddess of marriage, and his brother, Poseidon, was the god of the sea. 

iii. Zeus’ children included Aphrodite, goddess of love, and Ares god of war. 

c. View of Non-Greeks

i. Greeks felt superior to non-Greeks and called them “barbaroi”

1. The English word “barbaric” comes from this word.

ii. These barbarians whom the Greek called were Phoenicians and Egyptians. 

iii. Even though the Greeks borrowed important ideas and inventions from these countries, they felt more powerful because they spoke Greek. 

Section 3

1. The Persian Wars

a. Victory at Marathon

i. In 499 BC when Greece rebelled at Persian rule, Athens sent ships to help. 

ii. The Persians outnumbered Athenian forces 2 to 1. 

iii. Yet the invaders were amazed to see “a mere handful of men coming at them on a run without either horsemen or archers.” 
iv. Overwhelmed by the fury of the Athenian assault, the Persians hurriedly retreated to their ships. 

b. Renewed Attacks

i. In 480 BC, Darius’ son Xerxes sent a much larger force to conquer Greece. 
ii. The Persians had marched south and burned Athens (the city was empty, however). 

iii. In the nearby strait of Salamis, Athenian warships trapped, rammed, and sank the Persian fleet. 

c. Results

i. The Greeks felt that the gods had protected their superior form of government - the city-state - against invaders from Asia. 

ii. Athens emerged from the war as the most powerful city-state in Greece. 

iii. To meet continued threats against Persia, the Delian League was organized in alliance with other Greek city-states.  

2. Athens in the Age of Pericles

a. Political Life

i. After Greece was under the rule of able statesman, Pericles, the economy thrived and government became more democratic. 

ii. Pericles believed that all male citizens, regardless of wealth or social class, should take part in the government. 

iii. Athenians had a direct democracy in which a large number of male citizens took part in the day-to-day affairs of government. 

b. The Funeral Oration

i. Pericles gave a speech at the funeral of Athenians slain in battle:

ii. “When it is a question of settling private disputes, everyone is equal before the laws.”

iii. “When it is question of putting one person before another in positions of public responsibility, what counts is not membership of a particular class, but the ability the man possesses.”

c. Economic and Cultural Life

i. With the help of an educated foreign-born woman named Aspasia, Pericles turned Athens into the cultural center of Greece. 

ii. Greece was surrounded with thinkers, writers, and artisans. 

iii. Through building programs and public festivals, they supported the arts.  

3. Greek Against Greek

a. In 431 BC, war broke loose in intensely between Sparta and Athens and the 27-year old Peloponnesian War overcame all of Greece. 

b. Peloponnesian War

i. Even though Athens had its riches and powerful navy, Sparta only had to march north to attack the city. 
ii. Sparta was located inland, so it could not be attacked by the sea. 

iii. When Sparta invaded Athens, Pericles allowed people living in the countryside to live inside the city walls.

1. The overcrowded conditions quickly led to a plague, killing at least 1/3 of the population, including Pericles himself. 

iv. Eventually, Sparta allied itself along with the Persians and finally in 404 BC, with the help of the Persia navy, the Spartans captured Athens. 

c. The Aftermath of the War

i. Although the Athenian economy revived, the spirit and vitality declined. 

ii. In Athens, and elsewhere in Greece, democratic government suffered. 

iii. Sparta itself soon suffered defeat from Thebes, another Greek city-state. 

iv. As the Greeks fought among themselves, a new power rose in Macedonia. 

Section 4

1. Lovers of Wisdom

a. Greeks philosophers began to explore many subjects, from mathematics and physics, to music and logic, or rational thinking. 

i. Through reason and observation, they believed that they could discover laws that governed the universe. 

b. Other philosophers were more interested in ethics, or moral behavior. 

i. Their debates centered on questions such as what standards should govern the people’s behavior. 

c. In Athens, the Sophists questioned accepted ideas about truth and justice. 
i. They urged students to develop skills in rhetoric, the art of skillful speaking. 

2. Death of a Philosopher

a. “The unexamined life is not worth living”

i. This statement cost Socrates his life. 

b. A Wandering Teacher

i. Socrates himself wrote no books; instead he walked around the marketplace, questioning fellow citizens about their beliefs and ideas. 

ii. Through patient questioning, Socrates gets his fellow citizens to contradict themselves. 

iii. This questioning process is known today as the Socratic Method. 

c. Trial and Execution

i. When Socrates was about 70 years old, he was put on trial. 

ii. His enemies accuse him of corrupting the youth, and disrespecting the gods. 

iii. He was condemned to death, and was forced to drink a cup of hemlock, a deadly poison. 

3. Ideas About Government

a. Plato

i. Like Socrates, Plato emphasized the importance of reason; through rational though, people could discover unchanging ethical values, recognize perfect beauty, and learn how to organize an ideal society. 

ii. He rejected Athenian democracy because it condemned Socrates. 

iii. He divided society into 3 classes: 

1. Workers to produce the necessities of life

2. Soldiers to Defend the State

3. Philosophers to Rule

b. Aristotle

i. Plato’s most famous student developed his own ideas about the best kind of government

ii. Like Plato, he was suspicious of democracy, which he thought could lead to mob rule. 

iii. Aristotle also addressed the question of how people ought to live; in his view, good conduct meant course between extremes. 

4. The Search for Beauty and Order

a. Architecture

i. The most famous Greek temple, the Parthenon, was dedicated to the goddess Athena. 

ii. The delicate curves and placement on the columns added dignity and grace. 

iii. Greek architecture has been widely admired for centuries. 

b. Sculpture

i. Early Greek sculptors carved figures in rigid poses, perhaps imitating Egyptian styles. 

ii. By 450 BC Greeks sculptors had developed a new style that emphasized natural motion. 

iii. Sculptors carved gods, goddesses, athletes, and famous men in a way that showed individuals in their most perfect, graceful form. 

c. Painting

i. The only Greek paintings to survive are on vases and other pottery. 

ii. They offer intriguing views of Greek life. 

iii. Each scene is designed to fit the shape of the pottery perfectly. 

5. Poetry and Drama

a. The Beginnings of Greek Drama

i. The first Greek plays evolved out of religious festivals, especially those held in Athens to honor Dionysus, god of fertility and wine. 

ii. Greek dramas were often based on popular myths and legends. 

iii. Through these familiar stories, playwrights discussed moral and social issues or explored the relationship between people and gods. 

b. Tragedy

i. The greatest Athenian playwrights were Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. 

ii. All were plays that told stories of human suffering that usually ended in disaster (tragedy)   

iii. The purposes of tragedy, Greeks thought, were to excite emotions of pity and fear. 

c. Comedy

i. Other Greek plays were humorous, and mocked people or customs (comedy). 

ii. Through ridicule, they criticized society, much as political cartoons do today. 

iii. Almost all surviving Greek comedies were written by Aristophanes. 

6. The Writing of History

a. Herodotus is often called the “Father of History” because he went beyond listing rulers or retelling ancient legends. 

i. His writings reflect his own view; that the war was a clear moral victory of Greek love for freedom over Persian tyranny. 

b. Thucydides wrote about the Peloponnesian war, and even though he was an Athenian, he tried to be fair to both sides. 

c. Both writers set standards for future writers; Herodotus stressed the importance or research, and Thucydides showed the need to avoid bias in recording the past. 

Section 5

1. Macedonian Ambitions 
a. In 359 BC, when Philip gained the throne in Macedonia, he dreamed of conquering the prosperous city-states to the south. 

i. He built a strong army and hired foreign captains to train his troops. 
ii. Through threats, bribery, and diplomacy, he formed alliances with many Greek city-states. 

b. In 338 BC when Athens and Thebes joined forces against Philip, they suffered a crushing defeat at the battle of Chaeronea. 

i. Philip then brought all of Greece under his control. 

c. Philip still wanted to lead a force of Macedonians and Greeks to conquer Persia, but he was murdered at his daughter’s wedding feast before he could achieve his plan. 

i. One of his wives, Olympias, put her son Alexander to the throne.  

2. A Mighty Conqueror

a. Even though Alexander was only 20 when he was set to rule, he was an experienced soldier. 

i. He earned the title “Alexander the Great” because of his recklessness and confidence. 

ii. From Aristotle, Alexander had acquired a love of learning and interest in arts, but he was foremost a warrior. 

b. Conquest of Persia

i. Even though Persia was no longer the great power it had once been, Alexander had planned to invade. 
ii. By 334 BC, he had enough ships to cross the Dardanelles, the strait that separates Europe from Asia Minor. 

iii. Alexander won his first victory against the Persians at the Granicus River, and then moved on and on from victory to victory through Asia into Palestine, and South into Egypt. 

iv. In 331 BC he took Babylon, and then seized Persian capitals. 

c. On to India

i. In 336 BC, Alexander’s troops crossed the Hindu Kush and had their first battle versus soldiers mounted on elephants.

ii. Even though Alexander had never lost a battle, his soldiers were growing tired of the long campaign. 

iii. At the Branch of the Indus River, they refused to go further, so Alexander finally agreed to turn back. 

d. Before Alexander could set out again, he caught an extremely high fever. 

i. As Alexander lay lying, his commanders asked him to whom he left his immense empire.

ii. Alexander replied, “To the strongest”. 
iii. Over time three generals divided up the empire, and for over 300 years their descendants competed for power over the lands that Alexander had conquered. 

3. The Legacy of Alexander

a. A Bending of Cultures

i. Alexander’s conquests linked a vas area, allowing the different cultures to mix. 

ii. Soldiers, traders, and artisans surged out of Greece to settle into these new cities. 

iii. After his death, a vital new culture emerged, which is known as Hellenistic civilization. 

iv. A blend of Greek, Persian, Egyptian, and Indian influences, Hellenistic civilization would flourish for centuries. 

b. Alexandria

i. Located on the sea lanes between Europe and Asia, its market boasted a wide range of goods, from Greek marble to Arabian spices to East African ivory. 
ii. A Greek architect had drawn up plans for the city, which would become the home to almost a million people. 

iii. Greeks, Egyptians, Persians, Hebrews, and many others crowded its busy streets. 

c. Opportunities for Women

i. Paintings, statues, and legal codes reveal that women were no longer restricted to their houses in the Hellenistic period. 

ii. More women learned to read and write; some even became poets and philosophers. 

iii. Women held considerable power, working alongside husbands or sons. 
4. Hellenistic Civilization

a. New Schools of Thought

i. The political turmoil of the Hellenistic age contributed to the rise of new schools of philosophy. 

b. The most influential (Stoicism) was founded by Zeno. 

i. He urged people to avoid desires and disappointment and accept calmly whatever life brought. 

c. Stoics preached high moral standards that included protecting the rights of other fellow humans. 

5. Mathematics and the Sciences

a. Pythagoras derived the formula (a2 + b2 = c2). 

b. In Alexandria, Euclid wrote “the elements”, which became the basis for modern geometry. 

c. Using mathematics, the astronomer Aristarchus argued that the earth rotated on its axis and orbited around the sun. 

i. This idea was not accepted until 2,000 years later!

d. Around 400 BC, the Greek physician Hippocrates studied the cause of illness and looked for cures. 

6. Looking Ahead

a. During the Hellenistic Period, a powerful new state, Rome, came to dominate the Mediterranean world. 

i. By then, the Greeks had already made their greatest contributions. 

b. Greek ideas about law, freedom, justice, and government have influenced political thinking to the present day. 
c. In the arts and sciences, Greek works became a standard of excellence for later people in Europe. 
