Lesson 11 – Comparison-Contrast Essay Introduction 

Time Limit: 50 minutes
Objectives: SWBAT:

· demonstrate understanding by completing worksheets using acquired knowledge.

· Construct a Venn diagram by comparing and contrasting two characters from the play.

· Write a rough draft for a comparison-contrast essay.

Materials:

Textbook

Venn diagram worksheet

Comparison-contrast essay components

Comparison-contrast essay rubric

Motivation: (3-5 minutes)

Refer to worksheet for ideas.

· Have students review their “Character Studies” worksheet they were filling out while we were reading the play.

Procedures/Activities: (40 minutes)

1. Explain comparison-contrast essay that students will write, see page 442-444 in textbook.  Distribute rubric.  Distribute Venn diagram and explain. Do example on overhead, example police officer and firefighter.

2. Have students look through their journals, the text, and the “Character Studies” worksheet for ideas.
3. Have students begin filling in their own Venn diagram individually.
4. Ask for volunteers to share his/her Venn diagram on the board.
5. Allow them to begin working on a rough draft, if they are working fast.
Closure: (5 minutes)
Introduce Self Editing and Peer Editing forms.

· Explain forms to class.
Homework: 

· Complete Venn diagram and begin writing rough draft. Have rough draft ready for tomorrow’s class.
Evaluation:

· Monitor student participation and ensure they are following along actively.

· Venn diagram.

Sponge Activities:

· Ask for more volunteers to share Venn diagrams.

Reflection:
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Evaluating and Revising

DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions to assess your comparison-contrast essay.  Please hand in this form with the final draft of your essay.

1. What two characters do you discuss in the paper? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. According to your essay, what are two similarities of the two characters?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What are two differences? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Do you present enough specific examples to support what you wrote about the similarities or differences? Where could you add or omit examples?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Was anything confusing? Why? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Do you use transition words? If not, where should you add transition words?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What overall comments do you have about your paper?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

enu Print
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Evaluating and Revising

DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions to assess a classmate’s comparison-contrast essay, and then give him or her this worksheet. Your responses will provide valuable feedback when it comes time for the writer to revise.

1. What two characters does the writer discuss in the paper? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. According to the writer, what are two similarities of the two characters?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What are two differences? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Does the writer present enough specific examples to support what he or she wrote

about the similarities or differences? Where could examples be added or omitted?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Was anything confusing? Why? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Does the writer use transition words? If not, where should the writer add transition

words?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What overall comments do you have for the writer?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Purpose of Assignment:  To write a two page comparison-contrast essay about two characters from the play, “The Diary of Anne Frank.”
Essay Requirements: 

· Must discuss at least TWO similarities and TWO differences between TWO characters from the play.

· Two full pages in length.

· Includes the proper use of at least FOUR vocabulary words from the play.

· Typed, double-spaced in a 12-point font.

· Completed Venn diagram.

· At least one completed peer edit sheet. (One bonus point each for 2 or 3 completed peer edit sheets.)

· Completed self edit sheet.

· Completed “Character Studies” worksheet.

An excellent comparison-contrast essay that fulfills the requirements of the assessment rubric…

· Has an introduction that identifies the subjects and states the essay’s main idea.

· Has a body that discusses at least two similarities and two differences.

· Has a conclusion that ends the essay with a summary of essay’s main ideas.

· Is clearly organized and includes specific details and examples to support general statements.

· Has few or no errors in spelling, grammar, usage, and mechanics.

· Contains a completed peer editing form, a self editing form, a Venn diagram, and a “Character Studies” worksheet.

