11th Seymour Tuesday Night Cubs Sept 2000

Welcome to the new cubs and welcome back to the returning cubs. This is going to be a fun, exciting and challenging year.  This letter outlines some of the basic information that parents and cubs should know, and provides an outline of the program.  Please keep it for reference.

“THE BASICS”

Regular meetings start at 7:00 p.m. SHARP!  It is important that cubs are on time.  We have a limited time frame to start and finish our ceremonies, games, crafts and program.  Please notify a leader if a cub is unable to attend a meeting or is expected to be late.  I would recommend that a parent accompany their cub to the meeting location.  In the past we have gone on scheduled field trips and periodically a cub will be dropped off at the school to find no one else present.

Regular meetings finish at 8:15 p.m. but sometimes run a little longer.  We ask that parents wait in the hallway until the pack is dismissed.  It is strongly recommended that cubs be picked up promptly by an adult.

If parents need to speak to a leader, please appreciate that time prior to a meeting is very limited.  Typically somebody will be at the meeting 10 minutes prior to start time or will be available after the meeting.  Otherwise please feel free to telephone a leader.  Please note that the leaders are volunteers that spend a great deal of time running an interesting program.  Parent support is crucial and your input is important.

Notices – The most effective communication we have is through the use of notices.  Please check with your cub after each meeting to see if notices were distributed.  Notices will make you aware of upcoming events and other important information. If permission slips are sent home for an upcoming event, please ensure that they are filled out and returned on time.

Uniform - consists of:




Please put a name on the clothing items.

Wolf cub shirt


Red sash for badges

Pack scarf (supplied)

Yellow belt with buckle 




Yellow woggle (supplied)

Blue cub shorts (with cub socks & garters) OR blue cub trousers

A pack wears the complete uniform with distinction and commitment.  If you require assistance in providing your cub with the proper uniform, please contact a leader as soon as possible.  Some of our meeting activities are outdoors and the cubs should “be prepared” by wearing a warm jacket to the meeting.  New cubs (tenderpads) will receive a pack scarf when they complete the necessary requirements for investiture.  

Equipment – Each cub must bring their cub book to all meetings.  They should also be bringing a pencil, note pad, kleenex, a bandaid.  (some cubs wear a belt pouch for these items).

INSPECTIONS – Each cub is personally responsible for their appearance, uniform, and equipment.  An inspection will be held at the beginning of each meeting covering uniform appearance as well as:

· Fur

- (hair) should be tidy

· Fangs
- (teeth) should be clean

· Claws
- (fingernails) should be clipped and clean

· Paws
- (hands) should be clean

Medical – as part of the permission form for camps, you will need to provide the leaders with any important details regarding your child’s health and any special needs. 

THE PROGRAM

Our activities consist mostly of: badge work, music, games, acting, handicrafts, outdoors, star work, stories.

Throughout the year, a central theme will be to foster in the cubs a sense of identity, respect, and responsibility for themselves, their lair, pack and their community.  Parents are encouraged to work with their children on Star or Badge work.  This should be done as encouragement and assistance rather than doing the work for your child.  There are many badges in the cub book that your child may now qualify for.

Field Trips – are challenging to organize.  However, visits to community resources, businesses, events or hikes are a highlight of the program.  We will try to have an outing once a month.  If you have access to a location for a field trip – let a leader know.  In the past we have had tours of a Police station, Paramedic Ambulance, Fire hall, the waterfront, etc.  

Please let us know if you can provide transportation during a particular field trip.

Snacks – are always appreciated after a hike or special activity.  Halloween and Christmas parties are planned for the cubs.  If you would like to contribute a snack or drink, it would be greatly appreciated by cubs and leaders.  

Camps – We are going to have a few camps this year. Our winter camp will be sometime in January or February. Camp Byng is typically the first weekend in May. Camps require the addition of parents to function.  This is not only an enjoyable event but involves a parent in the scouting activities. More detailed information will be given regarding specific camps. This is also a good opportunity for a cub new to camping to have a parent close by.  The ability to carry a tune around the campfire is not required.

DISCIPLINE – running a cub pack is challenging.  The leader’s commitment is to provide an organized program to direct the groups energy toward productive results.  Our objective is to achieve a positive, controlled, safe environment…and a fun filled friendly experience.

Experience has shown that corrective action is sometimes required.  Cubs requiring discipline will be removed from participating in an event dependent on the nature or seriousness of the offense.  They will sit and observe but not participate.  We will basically take a “time out” approach.

Continually disruptive or serious offenders will be asked to phone home to be picked up and the parents will be advised of the circumstances.  In no event, however, will a cub be released from a meeting without adult supervision.  In serious cases a cub may be suspended from future meetings or a parent may be requested to attend meetings with the cub until pack standards are conformed to.  Any unsafe behaviour, which places the cub or others at risk will be considered grounds for temporary and possible permanent suspension.

Special Help – We have a wide variety of games and crafts planned for the year.  If you are able to donate craft items, tools, expertise, it would be greatly appreciated.  

Finally – communication is one of the most critical elements of a successful pack.  Parents should not hesitate to discuss or ask questions concerning their cubs involvement.  

LEADERS 

Akela


Randy Chapman
929-8777 
rchapman999@home.com

Bagheera

Bob Atkinson

929-7237
atkinsonbob@home.com

Chil


Julio Carneiro

924-3676 
chil@4ctv.com
Michael Tiernay
924-1277
mtiernay@gt.ca
John Starrett

929-4765
jstarrett@apexlumber.com
