Course:

Introduction to Occupations

Theme:

Succeeding in the World of Work
Unit:


The Stock Market

Trend:

Interdisciplinary Units-Economics/Technology/English

Grade Level:

12th grade

Time Period:

Full Quarter (11 Weeks)

New York Learning Standards

Mathematics, Science, and Technology

· Standard 2: Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.
· Standard 5: Students will apply technological knowledge ad skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs.
· Standard 7: Students will apply knowledge and thinking skills of mathematics, science, and technology to address real-life problems and make informed decisions.

English Language Arts

· Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.
· Standard 3: Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and 
evaluation.

· Standard 4: Students will listen, speak, read and write for social interaction.

Career Development and Occupational Studies

· Standard 1: Students will be knowledgeable about the world of work, explore career options, and relate personal skills, aptitudes, and abilities for future career decisions.
· Standard 2: Students will demonstrate how academic knowledge and skills are applied in the workplace and other settings.

· Standard 3a: Students will demonstrate mastery of the foundation skills and competencies essential for success in the workplace.

· Standard 3b: Students who choose a career major will acquire the career specific technical knowledge and skill to progress toward employment, career advancement and success in post secondary programs.

Objectives:

· Provide students with an understanding of the world of securities investment and its importance to their personal lives and private enterprise.

· Introduce students to the high-tech, exciting nature of the NYSE and the skilled market professionals on the Trading Floor and in the equities marketplace.

· Teach students about the high standards of conduct and integrity at the NYSE that ensures fair trading for all investors.

· Encourage teachers, students, and their families to explore the opportunities for long-term savings growth as active and informed investors.

· Students will be able to simulate stock market purchases.

· Use different types of media to present portfolio.

Strategy to Start the Lesson:

· Have the students brainstorm ideas for a business that they could start and run (pet-sitting, baby-sitting, grass-cutting, etc.) Ask students to list what they think some of their expenses will be (flyers, pet supplies, lawn mower, etc.) Ask them how they would start up the capital for this business. The students should mention: invest their own money, borrow money from a bank, and sell stock in the business to outside investors. Finally, ask the students what they would do with the profits (distribute among shareholders or save some of the profit and reinvest it in the business).
Create a Perspective:

· You’ve got income coming in from your part-time job and then you have money held in your saving’s account.  Perhaps you have considered how to make your money work for you so you don’t have to keep working for your money but you are not sure what to do. Would you be willing to invest your hard earned money in stocks? And how much would you be willing to put in?

Using the answers and conversations that is built up with the above activities will allow the students to start thinking about investing and ask questions about concepts they are unsure of in an informal discussion, this will also give them some insight of the vocabulary they will learn in their English class.

Before starting this project tell the students the day before in their Economics class to bring in The Wall Street Journal. They will use this paper to learn how to read different stocks and understand what all the symbols are.  They will use a worksheet from the New York Stock Exchange to learn how their investments are working (at back of lesson).

During the same week the students will learn the vocabulary that is associated with the stock market and investing. This will be done in their English classes. The following list will be handed out to them:

	Bull Market
	Bear Market
	Dividend
	Ticker Symbol

	Blue Chip Stocks
	Day Trader
	Stock
	Short Sell

	Portfolio
	Stock
	Investor
	Trade

	Supply
	Demand
	Bond
	Capital

	Initial Public Offering
	Stockbroker
	Low
	Last

	NYSE
	DOW Jones
	NASDAQ
	Money

	Bid
	Market Order
	Spread
	Floor Brokers


In the students technology/computer application class they will be introduced or re-introduced to various programs such as PowerPoint, Word, Excel and surfing the web. They will need to be familiar with these 3 programs to complete their assignments.

Learning the vocabulary and how to read stock tables will take about 4 days, this way the students are comfortable with the basic knowledge of investing.  

Assessment 1:

· This is broken down by subject where they will receive individual grades.

· Economics: Using their “How to Read Stock Tables” the students will be given a copy of a stock page taken from the Wall Street Journal. They will answer various questions about reading stocks so they will be able to buy stocks on their own.

· English: The students will take a mini vocabulary test to test their knowledge (test at end of the lesson).

· Technology: The students will be asked to follow a set of directions using their knowledge of PowerPoint, Word, Excel and the Internet (test at end of lesson).

Before they are introduced to “The Stock Market Game” they will have a guest speaker who is local stockbroker from a major corporation. This will let the students get first hand knowledge of the career and how the market is played. (Throughout the quarter the stockbroker will visit giving them pointers and helpful information).

After this is done the students will be introduced to their quarter project. This project will build on itself from week to week. Each student will have to keep up, if they fall behind to far it will be hard to catch up and they could end up with a failing grade. 

Assessment 2:

· The grading for this project will be based on a rubric each student should receive a copy prior to starting the project (at end of lesson). The projects will be graded by each content teacher using the rubric and the grade will be the average of the three overall ratings. The final projects will be presented in front of the class after school. This might take a few days depending on how many students there are.  The class periods will be then used for working on the project and asking questions.

· Each week the students will be given a quiz to make sure they are keeping up with their chosen stocks (this will be done in their Economics class).  

· Each student will also have to give a brief update about their company, this information should be looked up on the Internet (the research should will be done in the students computer class and the briefs will take place in their English classes).

· Economics: Each student will start their own portfolio; they will be given $100,000 each to invest in stocks traded in the securities market.  They may use the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE), The American Stock Exchange (AMEX),  and the NASDAQ. The students should be encouraged to diversify their portfolios by choosing some stocks from industries that are high risk and others that are more likely to gain a steady on their investment.  The students may also choose favorite consumer products or choose at random. Remind the students there are plenty of resources available to help them decide what to invest in (Moody’s, Standard & Poors, The Wall Street Journal, Annual Reports, Investment Magazines, MSN Money, and Yahoo! Finance).  If they are unsure just tell them to ask.  Once they have chosen their stocks to buy, they should hand in the worksheet-Play the Market so that a class list can be made up (at end of lesson). Each week the students will have to report how their stocks did showing any losses and or gains for each day, one copy should be handed in and the other kept as a hard copy.  Each student is responsible for their 5 stocks!
· The students will know how many stocks they can afford and how much they are gaining and/or losing from the practice they did at the beginning of the unit.
· English: The students will bring to class with them their 5 stock   choices from Economics.  Using any resources that are acceptable the students will write a research paper. When writing these papers the students should consider the following: a background of the company, the ticker symbol, financial health of the company, any merges or acquisitions. The students should also include the amount of stock they bought, the price it started, ended and any gains or losses it made overall.  The students should also consider the following questions when researching: 
· How is the industry sector doing?
·  What is the history of the company and how has it changed? (E.g. what did the company originally manufacture/sell or what services did it originally provide? Does it still provide these products or services? What other products or services does it provide today?)
· When did the company start and when did it go public?
· Who is the President or CEO? Where is it based?
· How many employees does it have? Is there an international division?
· What was its profit and debt last year? Did the company issue any dividends in the last 5 years? What was the company’s price change over the last year?
· And anything they feel is relevant to their stock.
The students will be allowed to work on this during class time so they can ask questions if they have any concerns. Every two weeks the students will hand in an outline of one of their companies. The last week of trading a rough copy will be due and the following week a final draft (dates will be given in advance). A cover page and reference page are mandatory for the final draft.

· Technology:  During class time the students will put together a PowerPoint presentation of their 5 stocks for the class and team teachers. The following requirements for the PowerPoint presentation are listed in steps to simplify it for the students.
· Step 1:  Tell the class the 5 stocks choices you have made. Be sure to include the price you purchased them for, the amount you purchased, the ticker symbol, and the most interesting facts.  Now, analyze the portfolio and determine which stock made the most, what was the purchase and ending price, and what percentage profit did you make on this stock?
Which stock made the least amount of money, maybe even lost money, what was the purchase and ending price, and what percent profit(if any) did you make on this stock?

Which stock would you recommend to someone looking for investment opportunities? Remember this doesn’t have to be the stock that made the most money.

Did any stocks surprise you? One you thought would do well but didn’t or one that did really well but that you didn’t purchase because you didn’t expect it to do well.

Include a spreadsheet from Excel of each of the stocks movements. Make sure to include proper headings and profits and/or losses. Using this spreadsheet make a graph to illustrate your stock. Then take the final numbers and graph them to compare the stocks to each other.

· Step 2:  Make sure your slide show has a common theme (there are many that can be used).  Be sure to have a large enough font so that everyone can read it clearly. Try not to use too many graphics-this will take away from the actual information. Include at least one transition on each slide, audio is not mandatory but can be included.

· Step 3:  This is your presentation so be as creative as you want as long as the requirements are fulfilled. There is no limit to slides however each student will be allotted 8 minutes.                                                   HAVE FUN and BE CREATIVE!!!

Name__________________

THE STOCK MARKET GAME

The following rubric will be used in determining your final grade for “The Stock Market Game” research project.  This rubric is based on 100 points and is broken up as shown below. The final grade will be an average taken from the three teachers’ evaluation, which you will be able to read.

	CONTENT
	POSSIBLE

POINTS
	POINTS

EARNED

	Used class time appropriately and constructively
	14
	

	Handed in weekly assignments in a professional and accurate manner(in both classes)
	14
	

	Rough Draft
	24
	

	Final Draft with Cover Page and Reference Page
	24
	

	PowerPoint presentation
	24
	

	TOTAL
	100
	


Comments/Suggestions:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This lesson also can be tied in with these subjects:

· Mathematics: ratios, decimals, estimating skills, fractions, amounts of money, basic computation, percentages, graphs, and charts.

· Life Skills: budgeting, decision-making, personal finance, and consumer education.

· Business Education: decision-making, overview of the securities industry, business organizations, record keeping, interpersonal skills, information processing, marketing, finance, and comprehension of financial statements.

