


My name is Eleonore Marino and I am currently enrolled at Dowling College working towards my Master’s Degree in Secondary Education.  I am certified in business education and will be getting my second certification in social studies this summer. I graduated from SUNY Plattsburgh with my B.A. in Economics and Finance and I will be graduating this coming December which I am very excited about!  Right now, I live in Moriches and have been living there for the last two years with my boyfriend Jimmy.  Here is a picture of him and me from my 25th birthday party.
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I just finished my student teaching in the fall at Babylon Junior-Senior High School where I concentrated more in the business department, then social studies.  Being able to teach business had so many advantages; my Introduction to Occupations class is where I really got to experiment with the kids using different types of technology. I was able to constantly use up-to date information that the kids could use then and in the future it also helped that they were interested in doing and learning in different ways. 
For my power point presentation in class I prepared a slide show on budgeting that I used in my classroom. The lesson really worked well because there was a mix of teaching styles; lecture, power point and using an interactive webquest for assessment.   I have broken down into categories the different types of technology I used in the classroom. 

 I used the Internet for a variety of things during my student teaching.  The most frequent websites I visited were:
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	http://educationworld.com: I used this to get ideas to start up a lesson (anticipatory set) or to wrap it up with an activity. I also found this useful for myself to get information about the teaching world form other peoples view such as other teachers and administrators.  This was also helpful because it had ideas of implementing technology in different ways that could be used in any classroom.

	http://lessonplans.btskinner.com: This website is the best out there for Business Education. This website really helped me all semester student teaching. I used it as a springboard many times when I had an idea and wasn’t sure which way to go. There is so much information in this website you could literally sit there all day finding new ideas and projects. I also liked the fact that you could go into a message board room with people who are in the same subject area, this is not always easy with business classes.  It was also great that you could put your ideas out there for others to use.

	http://nycareerzone.org: This website allows the students to create a 

portfolio they can use in the future. They make their profile based on there interests and goals. This was a great stepping stone to use in class so that the kids can really get something personalized and can use after the class is over. This portfolio can be started in Junior High and be used each year after.  It showed the kids that there are so many options for them to choose from when looking for a job or career upon what they like.

	Some other sites I used for puzzles, test reviews, templates and other classroom enhancements for the kids were:

http://lessonplanet.com
http://edhelper.com
http://school.discovery.com
http://www.teach-nology.com/
http://www.teachbused.com/     


When I was teaching my classes I tried to use a variety of programs to make the information I was trying to get a cross a bit more interesting and interactive rather then lecturing the whole period.  I also tried to make testing and assessment an easy process rather then a stressful time in the classroom. Some of the ways I did that were using programs that were given with their textbooks and other programs where a wizard was available.
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	Glencoe Test Generator and Exam Pro: this was used for a variety of subjects pertaining to careers such as: resumes, job interviews, taxes, and budgeting.

	Peachtree Exam Helper: this was used for Accounting review and tests with word problems.

A major advantage to these electronic testing resources is the turnaround time, which can be more helpful to the student then the traditional format (Vail, 2003).

	Micro Type Pro: which was used in keyboarding

	Microsoft Office: this was used for spreadsheets, presentations, memos and other documents. 

	Business Education Links Resource Directory CD-ROM: I used this as a catalog to acquire lesson plans, activities, books, videos, publications, products, suppliers and Web sites.


While student teaching I also used e-mail to correspond with the students to give and take assignments. This was such a great tool because for some students with many things going on in their life they won’t forget their work at home. It was also a way for some of the shyer students to communicate with me about topics or problems in a private way that the whole class is not involved with. This and other uses of technology in the classroom are so advantageous because traditional methods are just not for everybody (Vail, 2003).  Each child learns differently and they should be able to get the learning environment that is suited for them to excel (Vail, 2003).
Using technology to prepare and teach the class allowed me as well as the students to think outside the box or in this case outside the textbook. There are so many resources available that sometimes it was hard to pick and choose what I should use or thought would work. I have learned that even projects and/or web-sites that I thought would be great with kids didn’t always work that way.  Especially teaching business classes I think technology is so important.  By using and implementing techonology we as educators are giving our students an edge for their future. The more skills they can gain in school the more successful they will be in the work force regardless of their career choice.

Technology cannot take over the whole classroom but should be implemented at times to enrich students it doesn’t make us think better, but it most assuredly makes us think differently (Duffy, McDoanld, and Mizell, 2003).  The students of today and tomorrow are not beholden to the status quo and whatever the future of technology holds, our children are ready for it (Vail, 2003).
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