The Matrix Reloaded, Explained

By,  Nick Barclift


Several days ago, I asked my good friend Eric for an assignment.  I was sort of hoping an assignment I could flake on would serve as a bridge that led to doing other things I should actually be doing.  The assignment:  The Matrix: Reloaded, explained.  Now there are several ways I could go with this…. technical, philosophical, humorous, making sense of the plot for the confused.  Much like those that Neo does battle with, I think I’m going to go with the “attack from all directions without a plan” approach and see what happens. 


Okay, the first thing I was looking for in Reloaded was the color of Zion.  I mean, the matrix is green, so does the real world have a color?  My question was answered with a resounding yes.  Yellow.  The color of Zion is yellow.  I’m not sure this was so much an intentional stylistic choice.  I think they were going for candle light, and just ended up putting way too many yellow pieces of transparent plastic (gels for the cinema majors out there) in front of their gigantic lights in an effort to represent candles.  In any event everything in Zion, especially amaza-crazy dance orgies, seemed to glow with yellow light as yellow as, well….. one of Eric’s family reunions.  Oh dear God, I can’t believe I typed that.  


But perhaps, dear reader, the yellow is not an accident after all.  Not if, like many people think, the matrix is in fact A MATRIX WITHIN A MATRIX.  This could infinitely expand the sequel possibilities.  Every time Neo thinks he has escaped the matrix, he wakes up into a new matrix, with a corresponding warmer color.  There could be an orange matrix, a pink matrix, a red matrix, perhaps even a burnt sienna matrix.  The possibilities are endless.  Although, a brown matrix would look really weird.  Even more convincing evidence for the matrix within a matrix theory is the fact that at the end of the film, Neo seems to “hack” reality by healing Trinity in both the matrix and the “real” world, and then stops several sentinels with some kind of crazy lightening.  Unfortunately, this theory has one major drawback:  It is incredibly lame and stupid.  I mean, seriously, the whole matrix thing was cool the first time, but man, no way.  So what happened at the end, then?  Well, in my opinion, by entering the core, Neo was able to gain some sort of connection with the machines that are run by the matrix’s AI, or perhaps realize a connection he always had, and thus stop them.  At least, I really hope it’s something like that, and not something really stupid.  Also, the Trinity resurrection can be explained from the standpoint that injuries sustained in the matrix are caused by the mind.  By removing the bullet from Trinity and saying many romantic things, Neo was able to override the scary dying experience, and instead implant in Trinity’s mind the idea that she should be really, really horny all of a sudden.  Perhaps this was his strategy all along, and by making out gratuitously at what seems like a bizarre and inappropriate time, she was completely distracted from remembering to die.  Very clever Neo.  


Another question that I still have about Zion is, why is it so crappy?  I mean, okay, given these people have incredibly limited resources at their disposal.  However, during their time in the matrix the people of Zion are able to “download” the knowledge to do anything in a matter of seconds, especially mad kung-fu skills.  Shouldn’t they retain this knowledge all the time?  I mean, they seem to remember everything after leaving the matrix.  So, it seems like with all knowledge at their disposal they could at least make some better furniture and some electronica musical instruments for their dance party.  Maybe they could even download some really, really l33t h4x0r skillz and infect the sentinels with a virus.  Now, I’m not knocking the people of Zion here, or saying this part of the movie is silly, they have many problems to deal with and still manage to build some really cool flying underground ship things, it’s just something that was on my mind.  If the Wachowski brothers realize this, maybe in the next movie, as the fighting goes to the real world, we’ll be able to see some cool martial arts on the other side of the matrix that are less Crouching Tiger and more Bruce Lee.  


So, okay, maybe some of you were slightly confused by the movie, and want me to deal more directly with some plot issues.  Some people actually didn’t understand what went on with Agent Smith.  I think it’s pretty apparent, but through his battle with Neo, he was resurrected as an independent entity, absorbing some of Neo’s essence, which allows him to continue to participate in worthwhile fight scenes.  It also gives him the ability to “hack” people within the matrix and write over their personalities with his.  This seems to only work with characters that weren’t in the first movie.  This is what he does to the guy who tries to kill Neo in the real world.  It’s really Agent Smith in a human body, and thus it’s him lying next to Neo on the other operating table at the end.  So, Agent Smith is like a rogue element, and his goal in the next movie will probably be to take over all of those in the matrix that have not been set free, and thus not only control the matrix, but the real world as well, if the humans are freed from the matrix.  


Another confusing plot issue for some, is the whole Architect thing, and the fact that there have been 5 Zions and 5 people before Neo who were able to control the matrix.  I could talk about this, but it would be boring.  Eric sent me a really cool article in trying to prod me to write this that explains it pretty well, so here: http://www.corporatemofo.com/stories/051803matrix.htm
From a philosophical standpoint, this raises the old question, has the Earth and/or universe existed just like this 5 or 10 times already, and every single time you still wasted 5 minutes of your life reading some article on Eric’s website like a dumbass?  But perhaps free will is an illusion and due to experiences which happened to you in the past, your genes, and the personality you were born with, all of which being things you had no control over, once you were presented with this article it was an inevitable reaction that you would read it to this point.  At least, that’s the whole philosophy of the Merovingian, or effete French man for those with bad memories, who is my favorite character in Reloaded.  


Many of the things in that article I agree with.  However, I disagree with the idea that it makes sense for most people freed from the matrix to be black or Hispanic, because these people have a tougher reality and are less likely to accept it.  Now, in my experience, poor people have to work too damn hard at staying alive to worry too often about things like whether this is the “really real” reality or not.  Not that all blacks or Hispanics are poor, but you know, I’m going to go with the idea that many have tougher circumstances for a variety of social reasons.  I mean, I’m not saying poverty makes one less philosophical, but okay, who do you picture having more time to sit around and wonder whether the world is real or not:  A bored, middle aged, white housewife who used to be a hippie and is into yoga, or a recent Mexican immigrant who has like 3 jobs so her kids can maybe get into a US college.  Still, it’s good to know that maybe there was something in mind other than trying to be politically correct.  Also, I think an army of old people and rich former hippies would make a much less entertaining movie.         

Well, I am tired of writing.  I seem to have written quite a lot, without answering many questions, or saying as many funny or interesting things as I would have liked.  Maybe in the sequel….. er…. To be concluded.                     

