Classroom News                                Jan. 23, 2009
Changes in Spelling
Beginning with this next week, we will be using words from the Words Their Way spelling program for our spelling lists.  Students were tested last week and have been

placed in a group according to their abilities.  I have three different groups for spelling so your child’s word list may be different from their classmates.  I am sending home a list for this nine weeks with your child.  I will also put copies of the lists on my website which you can link to through the Wittenburg site.  If you ever need a new copy just send me a note and I’ll get it to you.  Continue to do the Speller’s Choice activities with these words.
Reading  
Each week students copy vocabulary words and definitions in their reading/writing journals.  Students should bring these home on Thursday to study the vocabulary words which are on their story test.  These words and definitions are also listed in their reading text when the story we read is in the text.

During the week of January 26th we will be reading about Penguins.  We will read the story “The Emperor’s Egg” which is in our reading book.  Have your child read this story out loud to you at least three times this week.
During the week of  February 2nd we will be studying famous Americans including George Washington, Abraham Lincoln and Benjamin Franklin.  We will read another story from our reading book called “Ruth Law Thrills a Nation.”
Math
In math we continue to work on our Excel math daily.  Some students have been finishing these in class and turning them in so they do not have to bring them home each evening.  If your child isn’t getting them turned in you will get a note from me.  We will also work on writing numbers that are 10 more and 10 less, counting with coins, measurement and patterns that grow.
Writing
In writing we will be working on beginning, middle and endings to our stories.  Beginning this week we will start having a writing prompt every week.  Watch for your child’s stories to come home.  Sometimes they may be assigned a story to rewrite as homework.  We are working on our handwriting and trying to work only on notebook paper.  
Remember, you are always welcome to visit our classroom and to come and each lunch with your child or grandchild.

Dates to remember:  January 28, Vision screening for K, 2nd, and 4th grades; January 29th – Cookie Dough sell begins  

Have a wonderful week! 

Mrs. Norton and Mrs. Collins
