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Current Issues

.Overview.

The two parties involved in this conflict are the Government of Russia, led by President Vladimir Putin and the Chechen rebel forces, led by Chechen President Aslan Maskhadov.

The conflict has escalated because Chechnya claimed independence in 1991, but Russia never recognized that status. Moscow says Chechnya is part of Russia even though it has little or no control there. In mid-1994, Russia began moving troops into Chechnya in a covert war to overthrow then Chechen President Dzhokhar Dudayev and reintegrate Chechnya into Russia.

The conflict began in 1991, when Chechnya claimed independence from Russia. In 1994, the first military mobilization occurred.

There is one reason for this conflict. Chechnya announced Independence from Russia and Russia wants to integrate Chechnya back into Russia.

Some people believe that disputes over oil transit are the reason for renewed fighting. In 1997, Russia and Chechnya signed an agreement allowing Azerbaijani oil exports to travel through Chechnya. Russia then decided to build an alternative pipeline in Dagestan to bypass the unstable Chechen section. Chechen rebels invaded Dagestan and also made this area unsafe and the current Chechen war started shortly after. Moscow regards Chechnya as part of the Russian Federation and the 1993 constitution written by Boris Yeltsin does not acknowledge the allowing any territory to secede.
.Terrorism.

.:terrorism in the conflict:.


[Chechen rebels took ~800 hostages in a Moscow theatre.]


[Russian Military detains, tortures, and kills suspected rebels.]


[Rebels target Russians (military and civilian) with ambushes and hostage takings.]


[Assassinations by both sides.] 

---End Section---
.United States involvement.


.:impact on US:.

[War anywhere is something the US wants to avoid. Domestically, it has very little impact on the US. The conflict has no impact on defense, economy, or promotion of our values. The only impact is on a favorable world order because of the fighting and loss of life.]

.:us policy towards conflict:.


[Condemn Russia with harsh words, but no action has been taken.]

[World Bank loaned Russia one hundred millions dollars in hopes of postponing/helping end the fighting.]

.Position.

.:potential solutions:.

[The fighters in this war are religious fanatics for the most part – you can even use the word terrorists. If they are terrorists I think they should be eliminated with the same efforts that Hamas and al-Qaeda have been dealt with. As the recent past has taught us, there is no negotiating with terrorists. Russia should do as the US is doing in the Philippines, Afghanistan, and Iraq and eliminate the terrorists from the earth. This does not mean that the Russian Army needs to be involved and the lives of innocent civilians taken. Intelligence communities and Special Forces should do what they must.]

[Letting Chechnya gain independence like other post-Soviet states have gotten.]

.:impact in the us in future years:.


[Possibly heading to Chechnya to eliminate the fanatic group.]


[Taking a peacekeeping role in that area of the world.]

.:course of action for us:.


[Either eliminating the terrorists or helping out the Russians with the threat.]


[Possible peacekeeping.]

---End Section---

