                FULTON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS

                              ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES DIVISION
  Recommendations for Reducing the Risk of E. Coli Transmission in a Swimming Pool
While a vomitus or fecal accident presents a health hazard to those persons at least in the immediate

vicinity of the incident, data is insufficient to clearly define a course of action that significantly lowers the

risk of illness associated with these incidents. However, the risk of illness can be reduced by

implementing the following procedures at your pool:

· Ensure all pool personnel are properly trained in the prevention and management of pool water

            ADVANCE \r0 vomitus or fecal contamination.

· Patrons should use the toilet and wash their hands with soap and water beforeADVANCE \l0 using the pool.

           ADVANCE \r0  Patrons should always shower before entering the pool or reentering the pool after using the

          ADVANCE \r0    toilet.

· Prohibit patrons from entering the pool if they are suffering from a gastro-intestinal illness or

          ADVANCE \r0   have had diarrhea in the past two weeks.

· Do not permit diaper changing in the pool area, and especially prevent theADVANCE \l0 practice of dipping a

          ADVANCE \r0   youngster=s bottom in the pool as part of diaper-changing  ADVANCE \l1process.

· Require the wearing of Aswimsuit diapers@ or tight-fitting rubber or plastic pants ADVANCE \l1by children who

             are not yet toilet-trained or by incontinent individuals. Rubber pants or special swimsuits have

             some ability to contain fecal matter and do afford some protection, but they may not be

             completely effective for all applications (i.e., improperly sized, become stretched or torn, etc.) In

             any case, immediately remove the child or the individual from the pool and pool area if the child

             or individual defecates or vomits.

· Request that pool patrons remove their street shoes when walking on the pool ADVANCE \l1deck.

· Do not allow pets in the pool area, and try to prevent wild animals from using the ADVANCE \l1pool as a

          ADVANCE \r1   watering hole.

· Ensure that your pool, pool piping, deck, and deck piping is properly designed to prevent grey

              water, wastewater or sewage from backing up or draining into the pool. Ensure proper back-flow

              prevention is installed and in good, working condition.

· Ensure that your pool water is balanced and tested frequently, and that an adequate ADVANCE \r0chlorine or

             other disinfectant residual is maintained at the recommended range of ADVANCE \r02.0 p.p.m. - 5.0 p.p.m.

             Maintain the pH between 7.2 -7.4. Do not operate the pool if the filtration or disinfection systems

             are not in proper working order.

· Evacuate and close the pool immediately in the event of vomitus or fecal contamination. If 

             vomitus or fecal contamination does occur, refer to the Department=sADVANCE \r2Arecommended

             Procedures for Managing Fecal Accidents or Contamination with Vomitus in a Swimming Pool@.

When incidents of contamination occur, log all information documenting what actions were taken to

correct the situation. Immediately report any occurrence of vomitus or fecal accidents in your pool

to Fulton County Department of Health and Wellness, Environmental Health Services, 

at 404-730-1301.

References available at FCDHW, 99 Butler St., Atlanta, GA, 30303
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