2007 Barkley Forum for High Schools

Student Congress Super Congress Agenda

1. American Heritage: A Bill to Repeal the Bush Tax Cuts
2. Eastside Catholic High School: A Resolution to Increase the Minimum Wage
3. Suncoast Debate: A Bill to Formally Declare War on Iran in Defense of Israel
4. Mauldin High School: A Resolution Concerning the Removal of the NSA (National Security Agency)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A BILL

To Repeal the Bush Tax Cuts

1.
Be it enacted by the Student Congress assembled here that:

2.
SECTION 1.  This act may be cited as the “Bush Tax Cut Repeal Act of 2007.”

3.
SECTION 2.  

4.
A.  The Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 is hereby repealed.

5.
B.  The Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003 is hereby repealed.

6.
C.  The Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005 is hereby repealed.

7.
SECTION 3.

8.
A.  This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2008.

9.
B.  All laws or portions of laws in conflict with this bill are hereby declared null and

10.
void.










Respectfully Submitted,










Hunter LaCroix










American Heritage

[image: image1..pict][image: image2..pict]A Resolution to Increase the Minimum Wage
1. Whereas, the current federal minimum wage is only $5.15 an hour, and

2. Whereas, that roughly translates into $10,000 a year in a forty hour work week, and

3. Whereas, the minimum living wage is nearly double that, and as such many adults are forced to

4.  work two or more jobs to live any type of reasonable life, therefore

5. BE IT RESOLVED by this Student Congress that an amendment to the Constitution of the

6. United States be made, in which a minimum livable wage is given to the workers of America.

7. Not only would this wage be livable but every other year it will undergo a revaluation that

8. would cause for a price of living adjustment to be made in the wage. This wage would be

9. defined as the minimum to live a life of sufficient amenities, adequate food, shelter and hygiene

10. etc. This would be no more than the current minimum livable wage plus 20%. The rate at which 

11. the wage increases would be directly proportional to the increase due to inflation.

Submitted by Eastside Catholic High School.

A Bill to Formally Declare War on Iran in Defense of Israel 

1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS ASSEMBLED HERE THAT:
2. Section 1: Military action will be taken against Iran. These attacks will be out of
3. defense for current threats recently made against Israel
4. Section 2: Military action will be defined as defensive attacks aimed at the
5. government facilities farthest away from civilian homes and shops. The aim of
6. these attacks will be to cripple and ultimately end the current Iranian government,
7. in order to ensure safety for Israel.
8. Section 3: The U.S. military, in conjunction with the Commander in Chief of the
9. Armed Forces (also known as the President) will be in charge of implementation
10. of this bill.
11. Section 4: This bill will be implemented immediately, before Iran is able to finish
12. its nuclear programs.
13. Section 5: All other bills/resolutions/treaties in conflict with this piece of
14. legislation are hereby declared null and void.
Respectfully Submitted

Senator Jeff Horowitz

Suncoast Debate
A Resolution Concerning the Removal of the NSA (National Security Agency)

1. Whereas the NSA program violates the first amendment, and

2. Whereas the NSA program presents a deprivation of liberty without due

3. process, thus infringing on the fourth and fifth amendments, and

4. Whereas Congress has expressly rejected warrantless domestic surveillance, and

5. Whereas the president’s executive powers do not allow him to ignore FISA, and

6. Whereas the president is exceeding his executive powers and Congress must

7. take action, and

8. Whereas a recent court decision has deemed this program illegal and the Bush

9. administration is currently appealing this decision,

10.  THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THIS STUDENT 

11. CONGRESS THAT  The NSA program be deemed illegal and action be taken to 

12. stop warrantless domestic wiretapping.

Respectfully Submitted,

Anthony Coppella

Mauldin High School

2007 Barkley Forum for High Schools

Student Congress Preliminary Sessions Agenda

1. Glenbrook South High School: A Resolution to Actually Solve Genocide
2. Unionville High School: A Resolution to Build a Security Wall Along the United States-Mexico Border
3. Gonzaga College High School: A Resolution to Increase the Prevalence of Civilian Nuclear Power in the United States
4. Gonzaga College High School: A Resolution to Expand the Permanent Members of the United Nations' Security Council
5. Royal Palm Beach High School: A Bill to Increase Funding for HIV/AIDS Support in Sub-Saharan Africa
6. American Heritage School: A Bill to Raise the Minimum Age for Receiving Social Security Benefits from 65 to 70
7. Glenbrook South: A Bill of Servitude
8. Gateway Charter High School: A Bill to Help Alleviate Welfare Problems
9. Mauldin High School: A Resolution Concerning the Disarmament of Nuclear Weapons 
10. Loyola Academy: A Bill to Secure Our Future on Earth and Beyond
11. Gonzaga College High School: A Resolution to Establish the State of New Columbia
12. Colleyville Heritage High School: A Bill Establishing a National Identification System
13. University School: A Bill to Enact Intellectual Property Enhanced Criminal Enforcement Act of 2006
14. Eastside Catholic High School: A Bill to Revise U.S. Drug Laws
A Resolution to Actually Solve Genocide
1
Whereas: The U.S. has turned a blind eye against genocide in the Darfur 
2
region of Sudan while thousands of people are slaughtered with 
3
machetes; and the atrocities that occur even to this second are just being spectated 
4
when action must be taken.

5
Whereas: At least 400,000 civilians have died in Darfur since the conflict began 

6
over three years ago. Subsequently, two million people have been displaced and 
7
thousands of women have been raped. 
8
Whereas: Numbers of people dying in Darfur rise and the burning out of the 
9
genocide never comes to a reality as the citizens of the United States show a clear 
10
burden to stand up for the people of Darfur who may not be able to help 
11
themselves. 
12
Whereas: The support and aid of Darfur will create a revolution that will deter 
13
further genocides from every starting in the first place. 

14
Therefore, Be it resolved by the Student Congress here assembled that the United 
15 
States will take immediate action to end the genocide in Darfur to prevent further 
16
genocides and deter other genocides from prolonging by intervention. 

Respectfully submitted to the committee on Foreign Affairs,

William Sohn

Glenbrook South High School

A Resolution to Build a Security Wall Along the

United States-Mexico Border
1
Whereas: as long as the per-capita income differential between the United States (more 2

than $30,000) and Mexico (less than $4,000) continues to be so wide, it will be 

3

difficult to stop  immigrants; and

4

Whereas: by one estimate each year between 400,000 and 1 million undocumented

5


 migrants try to slip across the rivers and deserts on the 2,000-mile (3,200-km)

6


US-Mexico border; and
7

Whereas: in 2005 over 1.2 million illegal immigrants were apprehended by the Border 

8


Patrol; and

9

Whereas: by one estimate the Border Patrol catches 1 out of every 4 illegal border 

10


crossers, and this is typically the estimate public officials use in discussing the

11


problem; and

12

Whereas: Border Patrol statistics are that one in five illegal aliens are apprehended and 

13


arrested with other estimates suggesting the number is much higher; and

14

Whereas: governors of border states have declared states of emergency in recent years, 

15


saying their states were suffering because the federal government has failed to 

16


stem the tide of drug smuggling and illegal immigration; and

17

Whereas: opinion polls indicate the American people favor a proposal to build a 2,000-

18


mile security fence by a 51-to-37 percent margin;
19

Therefore, be it resolved by this Barkley Forum Student Congress here assembled that: 

20


a security wall be constructed along the United States-Mexico border.
Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Shaina Sklar

Unionville High School
A Resolution to Increase the Prevalence of Civilian Nuclear Power in the United States

1    Whereas:    Mainly due to regulatory hassles, there have been no nuclear power plants 

2                       built in the United States since 1978, and

3    Whereas:    Safety concerns associated with nuclear power are unfounded and  

4                       frequently exaggerated by cultural stereotypes, and

5    Whereas:    Nuclear power has in fact proven itself to be far less hazardous than other

6                       methods used to generate electricity, and

7    Whereas:    Nuclear power produces electricity without any greenhouse emissions 

8                       and can do so on a much larger scale than any alternative energy source,

9                       including solar or wind power. 

10  Therefore:  Be it resolved by this student congress here assembled that the 

11                     construction of additional nuclear power facilities be heavily encouraged 

12                     by the federal government. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Patrick Sturm

Gonzaga College High School

Washington, D.C.

A Resolution to Expand the Permanent Members of the United Nations' Security Council

1.
Whereas:
The United Nations is currently considering expansion of the 

2.


permanent members of the Security Council, and

3.
Whereas:
The current structure of the United Nations' Security Council 

4.


does not reflect the current state of world power, and

5.
Whereas:
India, which could represent the interests of South Asia, is the

6.


world's largest democracy, and Japan is the world's second-

7.


largest economy,

8.
Therefore:
Be it resolved by this Student Congress here assembled that: the 

9.


United States voice its support for extending the United Nations'

10.


Security Council to seven permanent members.

Respectfully submitted,

Senator Patrick McCormick

Gonzaga College High School

Washington, D.C.

A Bill to Increase Funding for HIV/AIDS Support in Sub-Saharan Africa
1. Be it enacted by the Student Congress here assembled that:

2. Section 1: The United States will allocate $2 billion yearly for HIV/AIDS support

3. in Sub-Saharan Africa.

4. Section 2: This money will be used solely to help treat those already infected with the 

5. virus and also to help Kenyan labs release an AIDS medicine.

6.              a. One half of this money shall be used to distribute medication to the most 

7. greatly affected regions.

8.              b. The second half shall be delivered to the Kenyan labs to help them fund their 

9. process in finding a generic medication that will be affordable to the poor.

10. Section 3:  This operation shall be overseen by the department of health and human 

11. services.

12. Section 4: All other laws that are in conflict with this new policy shall hereby declared null and void.

Respectfully submitted,

Zachary DeFroscia

Royal Palm Beach High School

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A BILL

To Raise the Minimum Age for Receiving Social Security Benefits from 65 to 70

1.
Be it enacted by the Student Congress assembled here that:

2.
SECTION 1. Congress shall raise the minimum age for receiving Social Security benefits  

3.
from 65 to 70.

4.
SECTION 2. The Student Congress makes the following findings:

5.

A.  The average human life expectancy has significantly increased since the       

6.

retirement age of 65 was implemented.

7.

B.  The Social Security system currently faces a massive projected shortfall.

8.

C.  Short of raising taxes, the only way to prevent the bankruptcy of Social          

9.

Security is to increase the minimum age for receiving benefits.

10.
SECTION 3. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2008.  All laws or portions of   

11.
laws in conflict with the provisions of this bill are hereby declared null and void.










Respectfully Submitted,










Daniel Cobos










American Heritage School

A Bill of Servitude

Be it enacted by the Student Congress here assembled that: 

1.
Article I: All persons through the course of their lifetime shall be mandated to

2.
serve 500 hours of community service.

3.
Article II: Community service shall be defined as devoted time to public works 

4.
that is assigned by a credible agency that is confirmed by the government.

5.
Article III: Persons will have to complete their service hours by the age of 60.

6.
Article IV: Persons disobeying this law will have to pay a 10,000-dollar fine

7.
and/or loss of social security benefits.

8.
Article V: This bill shall go into effect immediately after passage and will be valid 

9.
for anyone who is 21 years or younger at that time. 

10.
Article VI: This bill shall be enforced by the Judicial Branch of the government. 

11.
Article VII: All laws in conflict with this bill shall hereby be declared null and

12. void.

Respectfully Submitted to 

The Committee of Public Welfare

Joanna Dabrowska

Glenbrook South

A Bill to Help Alleviate Welfare Problems

1  Be it enacted by the senate in student congress assembled that 

2  Sections 1. A bill to help alleviate welfare problems

3  Section 2. An instance in which all four of the following conditions are met will be 

3  A. Provide more child care and transportation aid for mothers who make an income of 

4  $25,000 or less a year.

5  B. Allow parents to receive welfare while they’re being educated or trained.

6  C. To exempt work requirements to only include mental illness and physical                

7  disabilities.

8  Section 3. A board will be responsible for evaluating each case. 

Respectfully submitted,

Gateway Charter High School

Kristina Dickinson

A Resolution Concerning the Disarmament of Nuclear Weapons

1.
Whereas, several foreign nations are currently pursuing nuclear weapon 

2. 
policies that are dangerously out of step with the security needs of the entire 

3.
world, and

4.
Whereas, the desire for a free hand to develop and test new weapons has 

5.
led many nations to abandon the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, IAEA 

6.
regulations, as well as other multilateral arm control policies, and

7. 
Whereas, U.S. nuclear weapons policies are undermining the U.S. goal of 

8.
constraining the global spread on nuclear weapons, therefore

9. 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THIS STUDENT CONGRESS THAT:

10.
The United States work coherently with the United Nations in creating a

11.
multilateral proposal eliminating all nuclear weapons, internationally by 

12.
December 31, 2020.

13.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:

14.
The United States incrementally disarm and disassemble its nuclear munitions

15.
supply in conjunction with the rate of other nations’ nuclear weapons supplies.

16.
BE IT YET FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:

17.
The United States will fully and finally dismantle its nuclear munitions supply 

18.
upon reasonable proof that all nuclear weapons stockpiles have been globally 

19. 
destroyed. 








Respectfully Submitted By:









Neel Mehta








      Mauldin High School

A Bill to Secure Our Future on Earth and Beyond
Be it enacted by this Student Congress here assembled that:

1. Article I:
The United States shall open relations with countries that show genuine 

2. interest in the U.S. space program. Also, a peaceful state of mind must be 

3. established with the country. Countries interested must prove their 

4. usefulness.  Relations will be to open more jobs for people today and to 

5. secure human-life for generations to come through space technology.                
6. Article II:
Relations will be specified as pertaining and limited to involvement with 

7. extra-terrestrial life research, space shuttle enhancements, space 

8. technology, or anything of similar importance. The U.S. space program 

9. will include N.A.S.A. and all government funding for space-related 

10. research and technology. A peaceful state of mind will be defined as 

11. having the honest intent to further research and secure human life with no 

12. goals to use space technology as weapons against the U.S. or other 

13. countries. Usefulness will be define as proving something that will be an 

14. asset to our space research. 

15. Article III:
This bill shall take effect immediately upon passage.

16. Article IV:
The bill shall be enforced by the Departments of Justice, Labor, Defense, 

17. and State. 
18. Article V:
All other laws in conflict with this bill are hereby declared null and void. 


Respectfully submitted to the


The Committee on Foreign Affairs,

Zul Kapadia


Loyola Academy

A Resolution to Establish the State of New Columbia

 

1  
Whereas:  
Residents of the District of Columbia are currently the only 

2    


Americans forced to pay taxes without having meaningful 

3  


congressional representation; and 

4
Whereas:  
The city needs total control over its budget and laws if it is to 

5


improve its conditions; and

6  
Whereas:   
The city ratified the state constitution of “New Columbia” in 1982

7    

     
and has submitted it to Congress several times since then; and

8
Whereas:
Congress has always rejected this state from its rightful place as an 

 9  


equal member of the United States.

10
Therefore:
Be it resolved by this Student Congress here assembled that:  

11


The Constitution of “New Columbia” be ratified and the state 

12


admitted as the 51st State before the next congressional election.

Respectfully Submitted,

John Connolly

Gonzaga College High School

Washington, D.C.

A Bill Establishing a National Identification System

1

Section 1. Every citizen of the United States shall be required to obtain a 

2
national identification card.

3

Section 2. Temporary workers and legal residents in the United States 

4
shall be required to obtain a similar identification card, indicating their legal 
5
status.

6

Section 3. This identification card shall include a photograph, a biometric  

7
identifier (such as a fingerprint or retinal pattern), social security number, and a 
8
computer chip containing personal data.  Data shall include basic identification 
9
and personal information, residential status, and criminal record. 

10

Section 4. The Department of Homeland Security shall be responsible for 

11
administering and providing necessary funding for these identification cards

12

Section 5. Failure to obtain a national identification card shall result in 
13
criminal charges.  Failure to notify the Department of Homeland Security of any 

14
changes in address or any other relevant personal details within one month shall 

15
result in a $500 fine.

16

Section 6. This bill shall come into effect on January 1, 2008.

17

Section 7. All current laws and regulations in conflict with this piece of 

18
legislation shall become null and void.

Respectfully Submitted,

Colleyville Heritage HS
A Bill to Enact Intellectual Property Enhanced Criminal Enforcement Act of 2006
 Section 1.
The use of eminent domain is illegal and major companies can no longer take private property to use for their own benefit.
Section 2.
Eminent domain is the power of the state to take private property for 
public use with payment of compensation to the owner for the economic 

benefit of a private company.

Section 3.
This legislation will be overseen by the department of housing and development along with the specific enforcement mechanism.
SECTION 4.
This legislation will be implemented immediately upon passage.

Section 5.  All other laws that are in conflict with this new policy shall hereby be declared null and void.

Respectfully submitted,

Max Blumenfeld

University School
A Bill to Revise U.S. Drug Laws

1. Be it enacted by the Senate in Student Congress assembled that

2. Section 1. All laws against so called “Controlled Substances” or “Illegal Drugs” be repealed.

3. A. Given the apparent lack of effectiveness in drug control, and in spite of ample

4. funding and power given to the DEA by the United States government, it is not enough to cease

5. or effectively curtail the flow of illegal drugs into and within the United States.

6. B. “Illegal Drugs” is defined as such items including but not limited to Controlled Schedule 

7. Drug.

8. Section 2. The agent of action for this bill would be a repurposed DEA, having turned from

9. prevention to distribution.

10. A. The agency would be required to monitor any drug sales and other transactions taken place

11. in the United States, this would require a large amount of funding which is addressed later.

12. Section 3. All funding for this program would at first come from the DEA's budget, then

13. from a 25% tax on all substances sold by the DEA. 

14. Section 4. The purchase of the drugs would be limited both in amounts and frequency

15. according to the category of the drug. This restriction is not only to peoples with criminal 

16. records, but to all persons buying drugs

17. A. The tracking of the transactions for the drugs would be kept in a national databank, which

18. would be funded by the tax.

19. Section 5. Anyone found in violation of the DEA's policies on redistribution of these substances

20. would be given the same sentence as is now given for possession of illegal substances

21. Section 6. This bill and the aforementioned tax will enter into effect January 1, 2008

Respectfully submitted by Eastside Catholic High School

