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Love to read? Join the club!
MediaLoft has a book group for you

Reading has never been more fun! One of the hottest new trends—and one of the most remarkable developments in the book world in the last few years—is the proliferation of book groups. From Oprah’s TV group of millions to the hundreds of online chats on the Internet to the intimate gatherings in living rooms and coffeehouses across North America, reading books and talking about it has caught on! The latest estimates put the number of book groups in the United States and Canada at more than a quarter million and growing.

Like a good book itself, book groups can be an escape from the present and can open up whole new worlds. Meeting to talk about books with others is more than just a good excuse to read. Book groups provide an opportunity to meet kindred spirits, an escape from the routines of every-day life, and tuition-free intellectual stimulation. Want to get in on the action? MediaLoft has book groups to suit every interest.

Join a MediaLoft book group

Book groups to match every interest meet each week in MediaLoft cafés across the country. MediaLoft book groups fall into two types: reader groups, which are created and led by readers, and book clubs, which are organized and facilitated by MediaLoft staff. 

MediaLoft book clubs

Book clubs are generally focused on a theme, such as biography or Native American literature. MediaLoft book club leaders arm themselves with background information on the book and the author, and come prepared to keep the group discussion lively and focused. It’s the job of the leader to introduce probing questions and to make sure that anyone who wants to participate in the discussion gets a chance to speak. Book club events often include author readings, with an opportunity to discuss the book with the author. The format and focus of each book club varies, but one thing is true of all MediaLoft book clubs: everyone is welcome! 

MediaLoft reader groups

Reader groups are more informal gatherings of book lovers, but with equally rewarding benefits.  Reader group members determine what to read and when to meet, and notify MediaLoft of their topic and schedule. Reader groups range in theme from twentieth century classics to science fiction to obscure Chinese poets. Check with your local MediaLoft store for a list of reader groups meeting in your area.

Special discount for book groups!

MediaLoft offers a 10% discount on all books purchased for use in a MediaLoft book group. Outside book groups can also register with MediaLoft to receive a discount.
Steps for starting your own book group 

All you need is a book and someone to talk to

1. Find other interested members. 

Getting friends together to form a book group is easy, but finding strangers can be another matter. The alumni groups, neighborhood associations, and other groups to which you belong can all be good places to start. Post a notice, put an ad in your organization’s newsletter, or send an e-mail message letting people know a group is forming. You can also post notices on bulletin boards at libraries, shops, health clubs, community centers, and your MediaLoft bookstore. Four is probably the minimum number for a group, and six to ten members is ideal. By posting a notice you may also be invited to join an existing group.

2. Decide when and where to meet. 
Once your group is formed, it’s a good idea to firm up a regular schedule for meetings. Groups typically meet once a month for about two hours. If you don’t want to invite people to your home, meet at a coffeehouse, a restaurant, or your local library. Book groups are always welcome to meet in a MediaLoft café too. If you register your book group with MediaLoft as a reader group, you will enjoy a 10% discount on the books your group reads together. 

3. Agree on what to read. 
Your group may choose to select books at random, or you can read on a theme. Many groups find it useful to structure readings and discussion around a topic. The Civil War, Latin American literature, gardening, feminist theory, Canadian fiction—you name it—there are plenty of good books out there. Depending on your topic and preferences, your group can all read the same book, or you may choose to select two or three related books and divide them up among members. Another twist is to select an author with a large body of work, say William Faulkner, and have everyone read a different Faulkner novel. Be creative!

4. Meet and enjoy! 

A well-run, stimulating, shared discussion is the key to your book group’s success. Even the most relaxing discussions benefit from some structure. Many book groups rotate leadership from month to month, so that one person each month takes responsibility for researching the author and the book, and comes prepared with questions to jumpstart the conversation. 

Book groups—some history

For most of us, reading is an individual activity. But before public education and libraries became the norm, and before affordable books were readily available, reading was often a social activity. Reading groups began in early nineteenth century Massachusetts, where literate members of the community read aloud to those who had difficulty reading or who couldn’t read at all. Families read aloud together in their leisure time, and in shops, factories, and other workplaces, one worker might read aloud to relieve the tedium of work and spark a lively discussion. Talking about reading was as important as the reading itself. 

Book groups were formalized with the founding of the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circles (CLSC) in 1878, and they flourished on college campuses in the early twentieth century, when women, who were excluded from their husbands’ academic circles, gathered to pursue an independent education. Reading groups became very popular during the war years, when ladies arts clubs met to roll bandages while listening to another member read aloud. Now it is estimated that some 250,000 book groups meet in homes, libraries, and cafes across North America, and that is probably a conservative estimate.

Good Reads

Award-winning books are undeniably crowd-pleasers. Your book group might decide to work your way down one of these lists.

Booker Prize winners
1998 Amsterdam by Ian McEwan

1997 The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy

1996 Last Orders by Graham Swift

1995 The Ghost Road by Pat Barker

1994 How Late It Was, How Late by James Kelman

1993 Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha by Roddy Doyle

1992 The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje, and Sacred Hunger by Barry Unsworth

1991 Famished Road by Ben Okri

1990 Possession: A Romance by A. S. Byatt

1989 The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro

1988 Oscar and Lucinda by Peter Carey

Pulitzer Prize winners
Fiction 

1999 The Hours by Michael Cunningham 

1998 American Pastoral by Philip Roth 

1997 Martin Dressler: The Tale of an American Dreamer by Steven Millhauser 

1996 Independence Day by Richard Ford 

1995 The Stone Diaries by Carol Shields 

1994 The Shipping News by E. Annie Proulx 

1993 A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain by Robert Olen Butler 

1992 A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley 

1991 Rabbit at Rest by John Updike 

1990 The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love by Oscar Hijuelos 

1989 Breathing Lessons by Anne Tyler 

1988 Beloved by Toni Morrison 

Nonfiction 

1999 Annals of the Former World by John McPhee 

1998 Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond 

1997 Ashes to Ashes: America's Hundred-Year Cigarette War, the Public Health, and the Unabashed Triumph of Philip Morris by Richard Kluger 

1996 The Haunted Land: Facing Europe's Ghosts After Communism by Tina Rosenberg 

1995 The Beak of the Finch by Jonathan Weiner 

1994 Lenin's Tomb by David Remnick 

1993 Lincoln at Gettysburg by Garry Wills 

1992 The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money & Power by Daniel Yergin 

1991 The Ants by Bert Holldobler and Edward O. Wilson 

1990 And Their Children After Them by Dale Maharidge and Michael Williamson 

1989 A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam by Neil Sheehan 

1988 The Making of the Atomic Bomb by Richard Rhodes 

Biography 

1999 Lindberg by A. Scott Berg 

1998 Personal History by Katharine Graham 

1997 Angela's Ashes: A Memoir by Frank McCourt 

1996 God: A Biography by Jack Miles 

1995 Harriet Beecher Stowe: A Life by Joan D. Hedrick 

1994 W. E. B. DuBois by David L. Lewis 

1993 Truman by David McCullough 

1992 Fortunate Son by Lewis B. Puller, Jr. 

1991 Jackson Pollock by Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith 

1990 Machiavelli in Hell by Sebastian de Grazia 

1989 Oscar Wilde by Richard Ellmann 

1988 Look Homeward: A Life of Thomas Wolfe by David Herbert Donald 

History 

1999 Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 by Edwin G. Burrows and Mike Wallace 

1998 Summer for the Gods: The Scopes Trial and America's Continuing Debate over Science and Religion by Edward J. Larson 

1997 Original Meanings: Politics and Ideas in the Making of the Constitution by Jack N. Rakove 

1996 William Cooper's Town by Alan Taylor 

1995 No Ordinary Time by Doris Kearns Goodwin 

1994 no award given 

1993 The Radicalism of the American Revolution by Gordon S. Wood 

1992 The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and Civil Liberties by Mark E. Neely, Jr. 

1991 A Midwife's Tale by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich 

1990 In Our Image: America's Empire in the Philippines by Stanley Karnow 

1989 Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era by James M. McPherson 

1988 The Launching of Modern American Science, 1846-1976 by Robert Bruce 
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MediaLoft San Diego
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MediaLoft Houston

2118 Westheimer
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MediaLoft Book Club Events

Following is a sampling of book clubs at MediaLoft stores. Contact your local store for more information on book clubs and MediaLoft readers groups in your area.

Boston

Tuesdays, 7:00

Twentieth century memoir 

Wednesdays, 7:00

Literature of New England 

Thursdays, 7:00

Contemporary fiction 

Fridays, 8:00

Single readers book club

Saturdays, 10 am

Kids book club

Saturdays, 2:00

Gardening 

Chicago

Mondays, 7:00

African-American literature 

Tuesdays, 12:30 

Lunchtime short fiction 

Tuesdays, 7:00

Literature of place 

Wednesdays, 7:00

Latin American fiction 

Thursdays, 7:00

Biography 

Saturdays, 11:00

Mystery 

Houston

Tuesdays, 7:00

Science fiction 

Wednesdays, 7:00

Literature of Texas 

Thursdays, 7:00

Contemporary fiction 

Fridays, 12:00

Short stories 

Saturdays, 10 am

Kids book club

Kansas City

Tuesdays, 7:00

Literature of the Mississippi 

Wednesdays, 7:00

Spirituality 

Thursdays, 7:00

Contemporary fiction 

Fridays, 8:00

Modernism 

Saturdays, 10:00

Kids book club

Saturdays, 2:00

Poetry 

New York

Mondays, 7:00

Gotham writers 

Tuesdays, 12:30

Lunchtime memoir 

Tuesdays, 7:00

Money matters 

Wednesdays, 12:30

Contemporary fiction 

Wednesdays, 7:00

Latin American fiction 

Thursdays, 12:30

French fiction 

Thursdays, 7:00

Biography 

Fridays, 8:00

Single readers book club

Saturdays, 11:00

Parent-child book club

San Diego

Tuesdays, 7:00

Literature of the sea

Wednesdays, 12:30

Contemporary fiction 

Wednesdays, 7:00

Latin American fiction 

Thursdays, 12:30

Eudora Welty 

Thursdays, 7:00

Biography and memoir 

Fridays, 8:00

Spirituality 

Saturdays, 11:00

Parent-child book club

San Francisco

Mondays, 7:00

California fiction 

Tuesdays, 7:00

Australian literature 

Wednesdays, 12:30

Asia-Pacific economy 

Wednesdays, 7:00

Contemporary fiction 

Thursdays, 12:30

Native American spirituality 

Thursdays, 7:00

Armchair travel 

Fridays, 8:00

Single readers book club

Saturdays, 11:00

Kids book club

Seattle

Mondays, 7:00

Memoir 

Tuesdays, 12:30 

Lunchtime fiction 

Tuesdays, 7:00

Canadian literature 

Wednesdays, 12:30

Contemporary fiction 

Wednesdays, 7:00

Literature of the South 

Thursdays, 12:30

Transcendentalism 

Thursdays, 7:00

Money matters 

Fridays, 8:00

Travel literature 

Saturdays, 11:00
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