COMMON WRITING PROBLEMS


BEING GUN SHY: The great Donald Murray writes “you need to learn how to write badly in order to write well.” Get it down and then worry about what it looks like. “Write your first drafts with your heart and your final drafts with your head”





The feeling that once it’s down on paper, there is that terrifying finality to it





Most writers lack confidence for whatever reason (even great writers can find something wrong with their writing). Writing is a scary thing…but learn how to enjoy the challenge in taking risks.





Lack of FOCUS on the topic. Most writing troubles stem from convoluted thoughts.





Lack of proper pre-thinking strategies (often leads to incoherent, poorly structured papers)





Lack of risk-taking with vocabulary (elementary), sentence structure (simplistic and choppy), and style (basic and robotic)





Lack of passion about a topic. You won’t always be able to write on topics of your choice…that’s a reality. So what do you do? Write a terrible essay and get it over with? When you must do this, here are a few suggestions:


Focus on your skills and not the topic (hopefully, the topic will come alive indirectly)


Choose an angle that will at least stimulate you a little


Take a boring essay assignment and really play with it; take it as an opportunity to REALLY experiment with your style. Make the writing come alive even if the topic does not. A boring essay based on a boring prompt is NOT the prompt’s fault, it’s yours. 


Call it “Fake Writing Day.” Make pretend you’re interested in something when you really are not. If you can succeed here, you’ll know that your writing has reached a new level.





Created by Marc Brocato			         page 3					     2002








