PERSUASIVE ESSAY RUBRIC
	Levels
	PERSUASIE ESSAY 2.5 (E2e)

	6
	· The writing presents an extremely well developed controlling idea that is precisely focused and articulate.
· An authoritative position is taken and maintained throughout the essay.

· Supporting evidence is sophisticated and represents perceptive and insightful thinking by utilizing the elements of persuasive writing (appeals to ethics, logic, or emotion).  
· Counter-arguments are refuted convincingly.

· The writing is compelling and actively engages the reader or audience by establishing a context, creating a persona, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· The conclusion provides a powerful sense of closure.

	5
	· The writing presents a well developed controlling idea that is clearly focused.

· A firm position is taken and maintained throughout the essay.

· Supporting evidence effectively utilizes the elements of persuasive writing (appeals to ethics, logic, or emotion).  
· Counter-arguments are refuted.

· It is well organized and cohesive.

· The writing actively engages the reader or audience by establishing a context, creating a persona, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· The conclusion provides a strong sense of closure.

	4
	· The writing presents a controlling idea that is developed and generally focused.

· A clear position is taken.

· Supporting evidence adequately utilizes the elements of persuasive writing (appeals to ethics, logic, or emotion).  

· Counter-arguments are addressed.

· It is organized throughout and excludes irrelevant information and arguments.

· The writing addresses the reader or audience by establishing a context, creating a persona, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· The conclusion provides a sense of closure.

	3
	· The writing presents a controlling idea that is somewhat focused but lacks adequate development.

· A position is attempted but not clearly taken.

· Supporting evidence is presented but fails to utilize the elements of persuasive writing (appeals to ethics, logic, or emotion).  

	2
	· The writing presents a poorly developed or unclear controlling idea. 

· A position is not clearly taken.

· Supporting evidence is illogical, irrelevant, vague or superficial, and elements of persuasive writing are not employed.
· The essay lacks organization.

· Counter-arguments are not addressed.

· The writing may be inappropriate for the intended audience, and the conclusion does not provide a sense of closure.

	1
	· The writing lacks any controlling ideas.
· No position is stated, and supporting details are not employed.

· The writing is characterized by confusion or uncertainty about the issue or task.

	0
	· No attempt


6.  Exceeds Standard
Indicates competence in all standards/benchmarks and exceptional performance in a few
5.  Meets Standard
Indicates general competence in all standards/benchmarks

4.  Emerging

Indicates general competence in most standards/benchmarks
3.  Fair


Indicates general competence in some standards/benchmarks

2.  Weak


Indicates general competence within a standard with difficulties in some benchmarks

1.  Poor


Indicates difficulties in a majority of standards/benchmarks
